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The weekend weather 
will be rainy on Saturday 
and sunny on Sunday 
with highs in the low-80s 
and lows in the low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Heidi 
Wyckoff, a student in 
Kim Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Wilson man arrested in shooting

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro High School parade gets OK, with conditions, Page 5

Swansboro Rotary Club pays tournament winners, Page 7

Sand Ridge students are looking forward to summer , Page 10

It may not be every business, and it may not be a full return 
to normal, but a lot of “open” signs went up in Swansboro 
last week as businesses embraced Phase Two of Gov. Roy 

Cooper’s reopening plan. The closings and social distanc-
ing forced by the coronavirus pandemic have hit many local 
businesses hard. (Pete Rulon photo illustration)

Signs of the times

Commentary

Borrowing, 

even needed, 

can create 

nervousness
By Dave Kaplan

Borrowing is a difficult 
thing to do for most people. 
While many people, for 
example, delight in the 
purchase of new homes, 
they also continually worry 
about the new debt that 
accompanies that purchase 
– a mortgage – that will 
have to be serviced and 
paid monthly for many 
years. Those thoughts usu-
ally bring frowns to the 
faces of those who have 
received these mortgages.

Those fiscal analysts 
who have recently looked at 
the federal budget also are 
wearing frowns. The result 
of an even casual reading of 
the federal budget clearly 
shows that the federal gov-
ernment is now borrowing 

trillions of dollars and is 
planning to borrow trillions 
more to help the country 
survive a pandemic-lead 
recession.

As a recent article by 
Jim Tankersley in the New 
York Times concludes, 
borrowing by the fed-
eral government in April 
through June of this year is 
expected to be $3 trillion, a 
record amount. As he states: 
“In April alone, the United 
States recorded a larger 
budget deficit in a single 
month than it did for all of 
the 2017 fiscal year, a total 
of $738 billion.” Consider 
that these April bor-rowing 
numbers of $738 billion are 
larger than the 2019 GDP of 
countries like Switzerland, 

Branch library 

growing pains

The parking lot at the Swans-
boro Branch Library is mostly 

empty these days, a “ghost town.”  
(Barry Fetzer photo)

By Barry Fetzer

The Swansboro Branch Library’s 
parking lot may be a “ghost town” now 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic … but 
the echoes of happy children enjoying the 
multi-faceted programming and learning 
opportunities reverberate from the walls 
of the facility on N.C. 24 just west of 
town.

Blessedly, even through actual chil-
dren are not presently in the building 
because of Gov. Roy Cooper’s stay-at-
home directive to help limit the spread of 
the coronavirus, the library has remained 
open for curbside service, testament 
to the devotion of the library staff and 
Onslow County’s and North Carolina’s 

(See BORROWING, page �)(See BRANCH, page �)

Cleanup 

planned
The town of 

Swansboro’s annual 
Clean Sweep Week will 
take place June 15-19.

The event, which 
normally takes place 
during the month 
of April, had to be 
postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The town will pro-
vide curbside pickup of 
large items that are not 
normally collected with 
household trash.

Items that can be dis-
carded include furniture, 
electronics (but not com-
puters or televisions), 
pet bedding, pet carriers, 
bicycles, grills and the 
like.

In addition to curb-
side collections, the town 
will offer two large trash 
containers at the Public 
Works Department for 
disposal.

No white goods, such 
as washers, driers and 
appliances, will be col-
lected. No tires, grease, 
paint, batteries or haz-
ardous material will be 
collected.

By Jimmy Williams

Very few Swansboro 
folks who got out and about 
in the “old town” area 
didn’t know Father Don.

The Rev. Donald 
Baribeau, pastor of 
Swansboro’s St. Mildred 
Catholic Church, enjoyed 
walking through the town 
almost as much as he 
enjoyed meeting and greet-

ing the people he encoun-
tered. And in the 20 years 
he led the parish that is a 
lot of walking and greeting.

Baribeau, 74, died 
Tuesday, May 26.

“He passed away peace-
fully in his residence,” said 
Wojciech Chudziak, pasto-
ral associate at St. Mildred.

Chudziak said he last 
saw Baribeau on Sunday, 
May 24. He said the 

men exchanged texts on 
Monday.

Notified by one of 
Baribeau’s neighbors, 
Chudziak said he arrived at 
the Sabiston Drive rectory 
Tuesday evening to find 
police and EMS. Father 
Don had died of natural 
causes, he said.

His death, according 
to church member John 
Michael Moore of Hubert, 

will be felt by the parish, 
“like a ton of bricks.”

“It’s a shock. We are 
in shock,” said Susan 
Gasperson of Swansboro, 
a 13-year member of St. 
Mildred.

It did come as a shock, 
according to Chudziak. 
Chudziak has been full-time 
pastoral associate at St. 

Father Don Baribeau

Death deals a blow
Church loses beloved priest, ‘Father Don’

(See PARISH, page �)

The article on the Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps in 
the May 27 Tideland News 
included an error.

The planning board 
voted 4-1 to remove the 
non-conversion agreement 
language, not to add it as 
the article implied.

In the version prepared 
for the board of commis-
sioners, that language has 
been omitted.

The Tideland apologizes 
for the error.

Article 

corrected


