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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
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Sunday 
Feb. 16

Monday 
Feb. 17

Tuesday 
Feb. 18

Wednesday 
Feb. 19

Low 7:50 a.m. 9:03 a.m. 10:10 a.m. 11:08 a.m.
7:44 p.m. 8:49 p.m. 9:53 p.m. 10:51 p.m.

High 1:20 a.m. 2:27 a.m. 3:33 a.m. 4:33 a.m
1:39 p.m. 2:49 p.m. 3:56 p.m. 4:56 p.m.

TIPS TO AVOID
CONTRACTOR FRAUD

Work with your insurance company to 
get an accurate damage estimate and 
references for a reliable contractor

Work only with known 
licensed and insured 
contractors

Get an estimate 
from more than 
one contractor

Get everything in writing, including cost, 
work to be done, time schedule, guaran-
tees and payment schedule

Require  
references and 
check them out

Ask to see the salesperson’s driver’s 
license and write down the number 
and the license plate number

Never sign a contract with any blanks 
or sign a completion certificate until the 
work is completed

Never pay a contractor in 
cash or in full until the job 
is complete
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Residents and property owners 
are reminded to pay their prop-
erty taxes, now that interest on 
the bills has begun.
Those penalties include a 2% 

increase for the first month 
and three-quarters of a percent 
every month thereafter. Interest 
and penalties for mailed pay-
ments are determined by the 
postmark.
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A hearing on a proposal by 
the North Carolina Rate Bureau 
to increase dwelling insurance 
rates scheduled for Monday 
was canceled after the NCRB 
reached a settlement with the 
N.C. Department of Insurance.
The NCRB, which is not a part 

of the NCDOI but represents 
companies that write insur-
ance policies in the state, had 
requested a statewide average 
rate increase of 19.2%, vary-
ing by territory. 
Insurance Commissioner Mike 

Causey rejected the increase, 
saying the proposed rate hike 
was excessive. As a result, Mr. 
Causey negotiated a 15-per-
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Carteret Community College 
has announced a partnership 
with the University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington that is 
designed to ensure a smooth 
transfer process, according to 
a press release issued Dec. 30 
by CCC.
The community college 

now becomes one of 27 in 
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BEAUFORT

Carteret County talks jail 
expansion
Sheriff Asa Buck and Moseley 

Architects representative Dan 
Mace presented county com-
missioners with several options 
for expanding inmate space 
at the county jail, costing from 
$27 million to more than $40 
million. 
The pair presented the board 

with the figures at the commis-
sion’s Feb. 4 seminar at the 
Beaufort Hotel.   
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The N.C. State Park Service 
at Fort Macon collects natural 
Christmas trees each year, 
using them to build up the 
dunes on the beaches at the 
park. 
Visitors may drop off trees at 

the visitor center park during 
regular park visiting hours from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, through 
Friday, Jan. 31. 
Fort Macon Superintendent 

Randy Newman said as of 
Thursday, park staff have 
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EMERALD ISLE — Town 
Manager Matt Zapp rolled out a 
new and improved ocean safety 
program – including the planned 
hiring of an ocean safety direc-
tor – during the town commis-
sion’s monthly session Tuesday 
night in the meeting room 
beside the police department on 
the north side of Highway 58.

The program, which comes in 
the wake of four rip current-re-
lated drownings last spring, in-
cludes what the manager called 
in an interview “investments 
in human resources, equipment 
and technology that we think 
will make a difference.”

A committee of town staffers 
and elected officials has worked 
on the improvements since last 
year.

Among them are an earlier 
start to lifeguard service on 

the beaches, 
an increase in 
manpower and 
vehicles and 
testing of new 
technology that 
should enable 
beachgoers to 
contact 911 emer-
gency services 
more quickly.

In addition, the initiative at-
tempts to improve recruitment 
of potential lifeguards by beef-
ing up the hosting program with 
“sponsorship.” 

The hosting program’s tag 
line is “Adopt a lifeguard, save 
a life.”

One of the problems with 
recruiting lifeguards to expand 
the beach coverage period, tradi-
tionally mid-May to Labor Day, 
has been that those who seek 

Matt Zapp

Emerald Isle unveils beefed up safety program

See Safety / Page 16A

A lifeguard puts up a flag on a beach in Emerald Isle during a past season 
to caution swimmers. (Dylan Ray file photo)


