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Christy First in Trouble and Tahna-
sha Stricker, inmates in the state 
Women’s Prison in Pierre who escaped 
Friday, Aug. 23, were taken into cus-
tody Saturday, Aug. 24, by Rosebud 
Sioux Tribal Police in Rosebud, ac-
cording to Michael Winder, spokes-
man for the South Dakota Department 

of Corrections.
Rosebud is 82 miles 

southwest of Pierre.
The women took a 

Dodge Dakota pickup 
truck at their commu-
nity service job site on 
Friday and drove off 
without permission. 
The truck was located 
when the women were 

arrested, Winder said 
in a news release short-
ly after 1 a.m., Sunday, 
Aug. 25.

Winder has said in 
previous cases that 
fai lure to return to 
prison from a work 

OPEN RANGE DAYS RAILROADS

BY JOHN D. TAYLOR, JOHN.TAYLOR�CAPJOURNAL.COM

Perched wide-eyed by his grandfather, John 
Burkholder, as a boy, listened to tales of open 
range days in Fort Pierre and along the Bad 
River during the 1880s and 90s.

There was the story of how his grandfather, 
Charlie Mathieson, grew up on a ranch found-
ed by Charlie’s father, George Mathieson, in 
1879, and expanded westward when the Great 
Sioux Reservation was opened to white settle-
ment in 1890. Burkholder said some 9 million 
acres of former reservation land were opened 
then and cattle and sheep operations quickly 
moved 100 miles west, from east river settle-
ments to new west river digs.

The Mathieseon family included four sons — 
Bob, Dick, Jud and George — who’d come up 
from Yankton to Fort Pierre with mother Ann, 
in 1879 for new economic possibilities. All four 
brothers would go on to found ranches and to-
gether they would own a large piece of ground 
along the Bad River, near Wendte, about 20 
miles west of Fort Pierre.

Fort Pierre back then was a one square mile 
settlement of 300 souls built on land allocated 

from the reservation to facilitate trade with 
the Lakota bands then ensconced on the reser-
vation, which included most of western South 
Dakota.

The Mathiesons were interested in cattle, 
and trading into the Black Hills, where gold 
had been discovered. There was a powerful 
need for goods to supply the miners and others 
opening up the Black Hills at that time. Goods 
came up the Missouri River on a steamboat 
from Yankton, then the Mathiesons and others 
transported them west. The Mathiesons drove 
ox trains loaded with goods for the mining 
camps from 1876 until 1881 when the railroad 
reached the Black Hills.

Burkholder learned from Charlie Mathieson 
how his father, George, had enlisted in the Da-
kota Cavalry at age 15 during the 1860s; how 
George came to Fort Pierre, and how George 
and the brothers went further west in the 
1890s.

They chose to follow the Bad River because 
it offered their cattle plenty of grass, water and 

BY DEL BARTELS, CAPITOL BUREAU

During its August 21 
meeting in Pierre, the 
South Dakota Railroad 
Board voted to proceed 
with Inv itat ion for 
Proposals to purchase 
state-owned rail lines.

The board, part of 
the South Dakota De-
partment of Transpor-
tation (SDDOT), heard 
details of the proposed 
program from Karla 
Engle, chief legal coun-
sel and special assis-
tant attorney general 
for SDDOT.

After a history, clar-
ification of the board’s 
responsibi l it ies and 
scope, the proposal 
itsel f, and a lengthy 
question and answer 
period with Engle, the 
board voted to proceed.

According to SDDOT, 
“4,420.5 miles of rail-
road were constructed 
in South Dakota, with 
the last track laid in 
1948. Since 1909, rail 
abandonments have re-
sulted in the loss of ser-
vice on over 75 percent 
of the maximum sys-
tem. The state, in co-
operation with private 
railroads, was success-
ful in restoring service 
on over 900 previously 
abandoned rail lines 
in the state. Currently 
there are 1,977 miles of 
operating rail lines in 
South Dakota.

“As a result of the 
Milwaukee Road em-
bargo in 1980, South 

RIBBON CUTTING

BY DEL BARTELS, CAPITOL BUREAU

On Friday, Aug. 23, a rib-
bon cutting ceremony cel-
ebrated the opening of the 
new Onida substation.

“We had a good turnout. 
It was a little windy, but we 
can’t control the weather,” 
said Shayla Ebsen, commu-
nications manager with East 
River Electric Power Co-op, 
Madison.

The facility, located a mile 
south of Onida on Highway 
83, is owned by East River 
Electric Power Cooperative.

Construction on the new 
substation began in Sep-
tember 2016, was completed 
during the fall of 2016 at a 
cost $3.65 million. This new 
plant replaces an outdated 
facility from the 1970s and 
will now convert 69,000 volts 

(69 kilovolts) down to 24,900 
volts (24.9 kilovolts).

“We appreciate the great 
working relationships with 
East River Electric, Ring-
neck Energy and the city of 
Onida,” said Rodney Haag, 
Oahe Electric general man-
ager. “This new substation 
has improved the reliabil-
ity of Oahe Electric’s ener-
gy delivery system to our 
member-owners.”

During the event, repre-
sentatives from East River 
Elect r ic, Oahe Elect r ic, 
Ringneck Energy, the Onida 
Area Development Corpora-
tion and the Onida Chamber 
of Commerce discussed the 
benefits that the new substa-
tion brings to the area.

 2 inmates of Pierre’s SD Women’s Prison 
arrested day after escape from work site
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Francois Fiddler, 22, of Pierre, 
was arrested Saturday, Aug. 24, by 
city police after they were called to 
a reported assault in the 100 block 
of Bulow Drive, which is about a 
block north of Lariat Lanes and a 
block east of Garfield Avenue/U.S. 
Highway 14 truck bypass.

The charge of aggravated 
assault in domestic violence 
that he faces carries a maximum 
sentence of 15 years in prison if he 
were to be convicted.

According to Police Capt. Bryan 
Walz, about 11 a.m. Saturday 
police arrived to find Fiddler and a 
woman in an argument in which 
she said he strangled her and took 
her cell phone when she tried to 
call for help.

“A third party attempted to 
intervene to assist the (woman) 
and was struck by Fiddler,” Walz 
said in a news release.

Fiddler was taken to the Hughes 
County Jail and held.

On Monday, he was charged 
with aggravated assault domestic 
violence as well as possible 
misdemeanor charges of simple 
assault and interference with 
an emergency communication, 
according to Walz’ news release.

Fiddler appeared in court 
Monday afternoon via ITV from 
the jail and was charged with 
the aggravated assault/domestic 
violence count, a Class 3 felony 
with a possible 15-year sentence; 
and two misdemeanor counts: 
simple assault of the third person 
and interfering in an emergency 
communication.

Fiddler told Magistrate Judge 
Leo Disburg that he has worked 
full-time at a Pierre hotel for about 
a month and moved to Pierre 
from Eagle Butte about six weeks 
ago.

He said he lives with a relative 
and couldn’t pay his rent if he 
wasn’t able to get out of jail on 
bond.

Fiddler also is wanted in Sioux 
Falls on a $5,000 bond on a 
burglary charge that carries a 
maximum penalty of 15 years in 
prison if he were to be convicted 
of it, according to what Disburg 
said in court.

Disburg set Fiddler’s bond 
on the Pierre charges at $6,000 
cash, which is what Hughes 
County State’s Attorney Roxanne 
Hammond requested.

Disburg asked a jail official if the 
booking information indicated 
that alcohol was a factor in 
Fiddler’s arrest and the answer 
was yes. Disburg then ordered 
Fiddler to avoid alcohol, including 
bars, and to have no contact with 
his two alleged victims, as part of 
his bond conditions.

Disburg appointed Pierre 
attorney David Siebrasse to 
represent Fiddler and set his next 
court appearance for Oct. 15 
when he can enter a formal plea.

Pierre man 
charged with 
felony assault 

Open Range days family 
history to be part of Dakota 
Western Heritage Festival
Running M Mathieson brand origins explored

Noon chuckwagon chow on the open range.
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Onida substation ribbon cutting

From left are Mike Jaspers, director East River Electric business 
development; Chris Studer, ERE chief member; Mark Hoffman, ERE 
chief operations; Rodney Haag, general manager Oahe Electric; 
Marileen Tilberg, president Onida Chamber of Commerce; Brian 
Ring, president Onida Area Development Corporation; Leann 
Weischedel, member Onida Chamber; Walt Wendland, CEO 
Ringneck Energy; and Ken Gillaspie, president Oahe Electric Board. 
(courtesy photo)
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