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In a Pierre courtroom on Friday, 
retired State Judge Mark Barnett 
sentenced Brandon Snodgrass to 100 
years in prison for raping the daugh-
ter of his then-girlfriend from the time 
she was 5 until she was 9.

Snodgrass, 36, sat in orange jail 
stripes and made no statement to the 

cour t ,  but  sever-
al times shook his 
head in apparent dis-
pute with comments 
from the judge and 
prosecutor.

“This is the big-
gest sentence I ’ve 
ever given,” Barnett 
told Snodgrass and 
the hushed Hughes 

County courtroom packed with rela-
tives of Snodgrass and of his victim, 
including her mother, as well as about 
a dozen law enforcement officers. Bar-
nett retired in March but remained on 
the case through sentencing.

“Justice has been served,” Roxanne 
Hammond, Hughes County state’s 

STURGIS MOTORCYCLE RALLY CLUB
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Snodgrass sentenced to 100 years for 
raping girl from age 5 to 9 in Pierre

Brandon 
Snodgrass

See SNODGRASS, Page 5

BY DEL BARTELS, CAPITAL JOURNAL

Zonta International is 
a leading global organi-
zation of professionals 
empowering women 
worldwide th rough 
service and advocacy.
There are clubs in over 
67 countries.

“ T here  a re  1, 2 0 0 
Zonta clubs around 
the world, with more 
than 29,000 members,” 
said local Zontian Jane 
Page. ”The Pierre/Fort 
Pier re chapter was 
chartered in 1955, thus 
it has been a club for 64 
years. We have 21 very 
active members in the 
local club.”

“We ra ise money 
through our two craft 
shows in November 
and April,” said Page. 
“From those funds we 
provide over $ 6,000 
each year in scholar-
ships to women. We 
serve the banquet, help 
with the backpack pro-
gram through the food 
pantry, and donate up 
to $5,000 annually to 
local charitable orga-
nizations that support 
our mission. Our club’s 
mission is to advance 
the economic status of 
women and to improve 
the health and welfare 
of women.”

“We are also in the 
planning stage of part-
nering with the Gov-
ernor’s office, as well 
as other South Dakota 
Zonta clubs, to advocate 
and provide resources 

Zonta club 
serves local 
women

See ZONTA, Page 3

BY DEL BARTELS, CAPITOL BUREAU

Author Paul Horsted, of 
Custer, brought a fascinating 
then-and-now comparison of 
historical and modern photo-
graphs of parts of the Black 
Hil ls, to the Fort Pierre 
Moose Club’s “Tales on the 
River,” on Thursday, Au-
gust 8. The presentation was 
sponsored by the Short Grass 
Arts Council and the South 
Dakota Humanities Council, 
and based on Horsted’s book, 
“Black Hills Yesterday and 
Today.”

What Horsted showed the 
audience gathered at the 
Moose Club was a series of 

photos comparing Lt. Col. 
George Armstrong Custer’s 
1874 Black Hills Expedition 
(illegal at the time because 
this was stil l part of the 
Great Sioux Reservation) 
photos with modern pho-
tos taken at the exact same 
locations.

The resulting then-and-
now images reveal an in-
sight into the history, de-
velopment and ecology of 
the region. Horsted put the 
photos side-by-side, emu-
lating the 1874 method of a 
stereoscope, a way to add 

BY SD GFP

On Monday, August 12, 
the Nest Predator Bounty 
Program will close after 
receiving 50,000 nest pred-
ator tails from nearly 3,000 
participants.

With Governor Noem 
being committed to con-
tinuing South Dakota’s 
outdoor heritage, she cre-
ated the Second Century 
Initiative early in 2019. 
The Nest Predator Boun-
ty Program launched on 
April 1, 2019, as part of this 
initiative to help pheas-
ants and ducks increase 
nesting success. Since 
then, the program has fo-
cused on introducing peo-
ple to trapping as well as 
reducing localized popula-
tions of nest predators.

“I want to sincerely 
thank Governor Noem 
for taking the initiative 
to develop a program that 
encouraged individuals 
and families to get outside 
while allowing the depart-
ment to implement it,” said 
Game, Fish and Parks’ 
Secretary, Kelly Hepler. 
“The success of this pro-
gram is directly tied to the 
stories we have received 
from the families who 
were inspired to start trap-
ping for the first time. One 
Huron dad told us that this 
was one of the first times 
he and his son were able to 
connect through an activi-
ty other than video games. 
And a grandma told us 
that this is a way she can 
spend time outside with 
her grandkids.”

The bulk of submissions 
came from raccoon tails 
at 37,720 followed by the 
submission of 5,529 skunk 
tails. The top counties that 
participated in the pro-
gram have included: Min-
nehaha, Beadle, Yankton, 
Grant, Brookings, Turner, 

Nest predator 
bounty program 
closes August 12

Skunk (Mephitis mephitis) in 
defensive posture with erect 
and puffed tail, indicating 
that they may be about to 
spray. (Pixabay/Skeeze)

See PREDATOR, Page 3

Tales on the River looks at 1874 Custer 
Expedition’s route
1874 versus modern photographs of exact same views

PAUL HORSTED

Using a historical technique of photopairing that was the prede-
cessor to the kids’ Viewmaster toy, Paul Horsted compares modern 
photos of exact spots in the Black Hills with exact spot photos 
from the 1874 Custer Expedition. Here he matched a view from 
the expedition in the Castle Creek Valley of the western Black Hills. 
Some of the same tree stumps remain in the foreground after 145 
years, and a road now passes where Custer’s wagons once did. The 
forest is thicker now due to 100+ years of fire suppression.See RIVER, Page 9

BY JOHN D. TAYLOR, CAPITAL JOURNAL

STURGIS – Traffic counts from the South Da-
kota Department of Transportation for vehicles 
entering Sturgis for the 79th annual Sturgis mo-
torcycle rally Aug. 2-11 were as follows:

• Friday, Aug. 2: 52,099 entering – up 5.4 percent from 
Friday last year

• Saturday, Aug. 3: 59,572 entering – down -0.9 percent 
from Saturday last year

• Sunday, Aug. 4: 55,551 entering – up 6.5 percent from 
Sunday last year

• Monday, Aug. 5: 61,126 entering – up 2.9 percent from 
Monday last year

• Tuesday, Aug. 6: 59,361 entering – down -1.5 percent 
from Tuesday last year

• Wednesday, Aug. 7: 56,204 entering – down -7.3 
percent from Wednesday last year

• Thursday, Aug. 8: 54,540 entering – down -8.5 percent 
from Thursday last year

The seven day total for the rally was 395,453, 
down -0.7 percent from 2018’s 398,318 rally tally. 
However, a final traffic count update will be re-

leased on Tuesday, August 13.
Thursday through Saturday also saw a number 

of crashes:

On Thursday, August 8:
• At 9:22 a.m., Thursday, Interstate 90, mile marker 73, five 

miles west of New Underwood: A motorcycle driver lost 
control as the motorcycle went into the median and flipped 
several times. The male driver, 34, suffered serious non-life 
threatening injuries. He was not wearing a helmet.

• At 4:41 p.m., Thursday, U.S. Highway 85, mile marker 
eight, 17 miles southwest of Lead: A motorcycle was 
northbound when the male driver, 36, lost control while 
going around a curve. The motorcycle entered the ditch 
and overturned into a small ravine. The driver sustained 
minor injuries. He was not wearing a helmet.

• At 5:33 p.m., Thursday, U.S. Highway 16A, mile marker 
48, seven miles south of Keystone: A motorcycle was 
westbound when the driver lost control on a curve. The 
motorcycle went off the road and struck a fence. Both the 

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally 
ends with a smaller 
crowd than last year

See STURGIS, Page 2


