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BY SD SEN. STACE NELSON

Twenty-six current and 
former South Dakota Repub-
lican legislators sent letters 
to President Donald Trump, 
Senator John Thune, Sena-
tor Mike Rounds and Repre-
sentative Dusty Johnson op-

posing proposed legislation 
to provide taxpayer funded 
grants to encourage states 
to enact “red flag” laws sim-
ilar to those enacted by 17 
states such as California, 
New York, Maryland, Illi-
nois, New Jersey, Oregon 
and others.

“Red f lag” laws refer to 
statutes that al low com-
plaints to be made against 
persons that claim they may 
be a danger to themselves 
or others, and which seek to 
invoke gun seizures of any 
firearms the accused may 
own.

Standards for issuing 
these ex-parte orders are 
minimal and judges err on 
the side of caution a report-
ed 95 percent of the time 
in issuing orders for gun 

ARRESTED STURGIS

BY STEPHEN LEE
stephen.lee@capjournal.com

Pierre police ar-
rested a man and 
woman Monday eve-
ning in Griffin Park 
after another woman 
called 911 while she 
was being assaulted 
and robbed by the 
pair, who took her 
wallet, according to 
Capt. Bryan Walz.

Just after 6 p.m., 
Monday, Aug. 12 , 
pol ice  responded 
to a 911 cal l from 
a woman who said 
a man and woman 
were con f ront i ng 
and frightening her 
in the park next to 
the Missouri River.

“Out of fear, she 
called 911 for assis-
tance, at which time 
the female grabbed 
the phone from her 
and threw it to the 
g round and then 
stole her wa l let ,” 
Walz said in a news 
release on Tuesday 
morning.

From the woman’s 
information, officers 
located Teri Hairy-
bird, 28, and Patrick 
Lebeau, 28, in the 
tent camping area in 
the park.

Walz told the Cap-
i t a l  Jou r n a l  t he 
victim and Hairy-
bi rd  a nd L ebeau 
“are known to law 
enforcement.”

Hairybird had the 
woman’s wal let in 
her possession, Walz 

said.
Hairybird and Leb-

eau were taken into 
custody.

H a i r y b i r d  w a s 
cited on a ticket with 
an expected charge 
o f  second- deg re e 
robbery, which is a 
Class 4 felony with a 
maximum sentence 
of 10 years in prison 
on conviction. She 
also is cited and ex-
pected to be charged 

by the Hughes Coun-
ty attorney’s office, 
w it h  m isdemean-
or counts of petty 
thef t ,  i ntent iona l 
damage to proper-
ty and interference 
i n  an emergency 
communication.

Lebeau was arrest-
ed on a ticket citing 
e x p e c t e d  m i s d e -
meanor charges of 
simple assault using 
i n t i m i d a t i o n  — 

which could become 
a felony depending 
on a person’s crim-
inal history — and 
disorderly conduct.

The v ic t im told 
the Capital Journal 
on Tuesday that she 
does not know Hairy-
bird or Lebeau, who 
approached her and 
her husband Monday 

BY STEPHEN LEE
stephen.lee@capjournal.com

The number of ve-
hicles counted enter-
ing Sturgis during the 
10 days of the annual 
Motorcycle Rally that 
ended Sunday, Aug. 11, 
was down 1.2 percent 
from 2018, according to 
the state Department of 
Transportation, which 
has been counting since 
1990.

Meanwhile, a third 
traffic fatality was re-
ported Sunday when 
Tony Weber,  67, of 
Yuma, Colorado, died 
Sunday, Aug. 11, in a 
Rapid City hospita l 
from injuries he sus-
tained during a crash 
on Friday, Aug. 9, an-
nounced Tony Mangan 
on Tuesday. Mangan is 
spokesman for the state 
Department of Public 
Safety and reports on 
the daily traffic crash-
es and law enforcement 
arrests during the 10 
days of the Rally.

Weber lost control of 
2015 Harley Davidson 
near Johnson Siding 
and went into a ditch 
and a barbed wi re 
fence. He was not wear-
ing a helmet.

In 2018, four people 
died during the Rally 
in traffic crashes in the 
Highway Patrol’s Rapid 
City District and in 
Sturgis.

T he  10 - d ay  to t a l 
was 499,654 motorized 

2019/2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

BY DEL BARTELS, CAPITAL JOURNAL
The 2019-2020 school year 

is suddenly upon the Pierre 
School District.

Du r i ng  t he  l a s t  t wo 
weeks, students have been 
reg ister ing for classes, 
checking out computers 
and posing for official pho-
tographs for al l district 
schools.

For new students and par-
ents, these schools include 
T.F. Riggs High School, 
G eorg ia  Morse M idd le 
School (GMMS) and Bu-
chanan, Jefferson and Ken-
nedy Elementaries.

Riggs’ classes start Aug. 
19, while classes in all other 
schools start Aug. 21. The 

first day off from classes is 
Sept. 1, Labor Day.

Many of the fa l l  sea-
son’s sports have already 
been in practice, with oth-
ers holding opening prac-
t ices this week. F r iday 
brings the first competitive 
games: girls’ and boys’ ju-
nior varsity and girls’ and 
boys’ varsity soccer wil l 
host Brandon Valley. Next 
Monday, the boys’ varsi-
ty golfers host Sioux Falls 
Washington.

A new teacher in-service 
was held Aug. 13.

“We had our new teach-
ers in today, and three 
board members were pres-
ent,” said Superintendent 

Kelly Glodt. “It’s a welcome 
to the school and commu-
nity, then we get into the 
nuts and bolts of our every-
day operations. We have a 
good mixture of brand new 
teachers fresh out of col-
lege and those who have a 
wealth of experience.”

According to business 
assistants Dalaney Paxton 
and Teri Carter, the new 
certi f ied staf f for Riggs 
HIgh School include: Ali-
son Bowers, English; Matt 
DeBoer,  socia l  studies ; 
Brody Gi lbertson, math; 
Brenda Gortmaker, special 
education; Kaci Keinholz, 
personal finance; Lexi La-
fave, math; Sam Naasz, sci-

ence; and Nicole Thorson, 
counselor.

The new middle school 
cer t i f ied sta f f  i nclude : 
Sean Clancy, eighth grade 
history; Elizabeth Clancy, 
special education; Randi 
Diehm, physical education 
and health; Alicia Ferrilli, 
language arts; Tori Moore, 
seventh grade science; and 
Patrick Skroch, sixth grade 
science.

The new faces at Buchan-
an are Kasey Gibson, fourth 
grade; and Karen Pogany, 
kindergarten.

Je f ferson’s  new s ta f f 

SD legislators � le letter opposing “Red 
Flag” legislation with Trump 
SD Congressional delegation encourages passage of Thune’s bill

See FLAG, Page 3

Police: woman,man accost, 
rob woman in Pierre park

This woman and her husband, here napping on the ground, were victims of 
a couple who mugged them Monday evening in Griffin Park in Pierre just a 
few hundred feet from where they have their tent. The woman, who asked 
not to be identified, said she didn’t know Teri Hairybird or Patrick Lebeau who 
approached her and her husband about 6 p.m., Aug. 12, attacked her and took 
her wallet, the woman said. She showed bruises on her upper left arm from the 
attack. She and her husband have been staying in a tent in the park for about 
a month, moving it every few days to follow park rules. Others stay in this spot 
next to the Missouri River, visible in the background. (Stephen Lee/CapJournal)

See ROBBERY, Page 3

Pierre schools out of the starting gate 
for 2019-2020 school year

See SCHOOL, Page 3

BY BECKY BLUME, 4�H

W E S S I N G T O N 
SPRINGS — Four 4-H 
youth from Hughes and 
Stanley counties par-
ticipated in the Aug. 11 
“Best of the West” 4-H 
county showcase held 
in Wessington Springs. 
This event is the f irst 
Best of the West show-
case, and 33 counties 
were invited to partic-
ipate in it. Best of the 
West was patterned after 
the Sweet 16 showcase in 
Aberdeen and the Show-
down of Champions in 
Salem.

“We wanted to give ev-
eryone the opportunity 
to attend if they weren’t 
already invited to one of 
the other showdowns,” 
s a id  Aud r a  S che e l , 
member of the event 
committee.

Fou r t e en  c ou nt ie s 
paid their $200 entry fee 
as wel l as some great 
sp on sor s  i nc lud i n g : 
First Dakota National 
Bank, Bankwest, Gros-
senburg Implement, FK 
Ranch –Justin & Krista 
Krell, Werk Weld, Farm 
Aid Equipment and the 
Lyman County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

All monies were paid 
back to the top five in 
each division in cash 
and prizes.

The plann ing com-
m i t t e e  c on s i s t e d  o f 
Kama Bruns, Marty and 
Mandy Michalek, Gar-
rett Bischoff, Steve Zoss 
and Audra Scheel.

Sweet Grass Eatery 
served a brisket supper 
on site, and the barn 
was packed with spec-
tators. The committee 

Local youth 
compete in 
Best of the 
West 4-H event

Prairie Winds 4-H members 
who participated in the Best 
of the West county showcase 
are pictured left to right: 
Ella Oxford: market swine; 
Jayce Beastrom: breeding 
ram, breeding ewe, and 
market lamb; Jayna Blume: 
breeding heifer; and Mataya 
Geppert: market beef.

See 4�H, Page 3

Final Sturgis 
Rally vehicle 
� gures

See STURGIS, Page 3


