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BY BART PFANKUCH

South Dakota News Watch

T r ey  W h a r t on  o f 
Sioux Falls has made 
nu merou s s acr i f ic -
es in his life in order 
to maintain a health-
ful lifestyle centered 
around a vegan diet 
and consistent con-
sumption of organic 
foods.

T o  a f fo r d  o r g a n -
ic products that are 
sometimes double or 
triple the cost of con-
ve nt io n a l ly  g r ow n 
foods, Wharton works 
two jobs, doesn’t take 
vacations and drives a 
dented SUV.

“I ’m i nvest i ng i n 
this vessel,” Wharton 

said, pointing at him-
self, “rather than in 
that vessel,” he added, 
motioning toward his 
2 011 Honda.  “I  pay 
more and sacrifice to 
invest my money in 
the foods I want.”

W h a r t o n ,  3 1 ,  a c -
knowledges that he is 
forced to trust the or-
ganic industry to up-
hold its promise that 
the foods are mini-
mally processed, are 
grown without chemi-
cals or additives, and 
are truly more health-
ful than non-organic.

Like other consum-
ers who buy organic, 
W harton sometimes 
wonders and worries 
i f he’s actual ly get-
ting what he believes 
he is buying. He is 
well aware of a few 
high-profile cases of 
orga nic  foo d f raud 
— including a recent 
mu lti mi l l ion- dol la r 

fa ke orga nic  g rai n 
scam in South Dakota 
— in which unscrupu-
lous producers made 
mi l l ions of  dol l a rs 
by i l lega l ly sel l i ng 
conventional grains 
packaged and sold as 
organic.

In the 2018 case in 
South Dakota, Belle 
Fourche farmer Kent 
Duane Anderson made 
$71 million in fraudu-
lent income by selling 
thousands of tons of 
conventionally grown 
grain falsely labeled 
as organic. Anderson 
t hen used t he pro -
ceeds to buy an $8 mil-
lion yacht, a $2.4 mil-
lion home in Florida, 
and a Maserati, among 
o t h e r  e x t r av a g a n t 
items, according to a 
federa l  i ndict ment . 
Anderson is now in 
federal prison.

Fraud, weak oversight impact ‘organic’ integrity
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Organic farmer Charlie Johnson inspects a field in his farm southwest of Madison, 
South Dakota. Johnson is a leading producer and advocate for organic farming and 
organic foods in South Dakota.
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A judge sentenced the former Stan-
ley County treasurer to 360 days proba-
tion and fined her $2,000 for promising a 
woman a job in her office if the woman 
agreed to circulate a petition to run for 
county auditor.

Sixth Circuit Judge Bobbi Rank also 
sentenced Peggy Dougherty, who served 
as the elected treasurer for 11 years, 
to 180 days in jail. Fort Pierre resident 
Dougherty, 69, will not serve any jail time 
after Rank suspended that part of the 
sentence.

“There’s no doubt that Ms. Dougherty 
was a public official who abused the au-
thority and power of her office by basically 
making a statement of potential employ-
ment to Ms. (Tanya) Baldwin (Kayser) as 
Stanley County deputy treasurer, which 
would’ve been paid with taxpayer funds,” 
Rank said during Monday’s sentencing at 
the county courthouse in Fort Pierre.

“But for Ms. Dougherty, frankly at-
tempting to remove another public offi-
cial she did not like, that is abuse of her 
office and abuse of the taxpayers of Stan-
ley County, who saw it fit to put her in 
that office,” the judge added.

Two weeks ago, the state Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office charged Dougherty with re-
ceiving pay to allow for unlawful assump-
tion of office — a misdemeanor.

According to the complaint, the South 
Dakota Division of Criminal Investigation 
on March 15 received a report that Dough-
erty had misused her position by promis-
ing a job in her office to Baldwin Kayser 
in exchange for Baldwin Kayser taking 
out a petition to run for Stanley County 
auditor.

Dougherty confessed to investigators on 
June 3.

Baldwin Kayser told the Capital Journal
that Dougherty apparently had something 
against the county auditor, Philena “Phil” 
Burtch.

Prior to sentencing, Deputy Attor-
ney General Brent Kempema noted that 
Dougherty accepted responsibility rather 
quickly.

“While it appears we have one victim — 
the auditor — it goes a little deeper than 
that as far as who our victims are,” Kem-
pema told the court. “This was a public 
employee using her position in a manner 
in which it shouldn’t be used and going 
after another public employee.”

Burtch also spoke during Dougherty’s 
sentencing.

“Instead of working together, Peggy 
chose to create more work for other coun-
ty employees,” Burtch said. “Her actions 
created more stress for other county em-
ployees and her inappropriate and unpro-
fessional actions created a hostile work 
environment for many years.”

Former Stanley 
County treasurer 

sentenced
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Pierre might be an outlier as a 
capital city with a volunteer fire 
department, but the organiza-
tion continues to meet demands 
while enjoying the support it 
receives from the city and sur-
rounding communities.

The Pierre Fire Department 
has served the community in 
a volunteer capacity since 1881 
and currently has more than 55 
firefighters.

PFD is organized into four en-
gine companies including one ae-
rial ladder company. The depart-
ment also maintains and supports 
a rescue and dive squad that has 
the ability to respond to a vast 
array of technical rescue situa-
tions and incidents.

“We’re one of the last capital 
cities in the United States that 
still has a volunteer depart-
ment,” rescue squad Capt. Trev-
or Lightfield said.

In addition to his position as a 
captain, Lightfield is also an in-
surance agent who works with 
local agencies across the Dakotas 
to provide coverage for fire depart-
ments and ambulance services.

Lightfield’s team has 20 mem-
bers and provides rescue ser-
vices to Hughes, Stanley and 

Sully counties. Emergencies 
they respond to include wa-
ter-related situations, motor 
vehicle and farm accidents, haz-
ardous material, construction 
accidents and searches for lost 
or missing persons.

“This would be what is called 
our heavy rescue,” Lightfield 
said while at the main station 
on Dakota Avenue.

He described a dedicated res-
cue vehicle replete with rescue 
equipment such as extrication 

tools, a mobile command suite 
and a compressed air system 
able to service and refill dive 
bottles.

“In Pierre, we have AMR 
which is a national ambulance 
service,” Lightfield explained. 
“But if they have two ambulanc-
es on call and get a third one, 
we can utilize this vehicle as an-
other ambulance.”

Pierre’s volunteer firefighters 
meet capital city’s demand

TOR ANDERSON / CAPITAL JOURNAL

Fire Capt. Trevor Lightfield showing some of his rescue squads available equipment.

Fire Capt. Trevor Lightfield with some of the Pierre Fire Department’s tools 
used for rescue operations.
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