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Analysis

Co. Works to Update Comprehensive Plan
By VINCE CONTI

CREST HAVEN - Gaining a vision for Cape 
May County’s future often involves integrating 
the realities of 16 separate municipalities. In 
New Jersey, much of the authority over land 
use rests at the municipal level.

As the municipalities exercise their powers 
daily in ways that define their physical form and 
character, one potential coordinating document 
that can provide an overview and guide for 
county and regional development is the county 

Comprehensive Plan.
Now, for the first time in over 15 years, the 

Cape May County Planning Department is busy 
updating the county’s current plan.

Cape May County issued its first comprehen-
sive plan in 1962, and a second one in 1976. 
Updates followed in 1985 and 1996, with 
the fifth edition of the plan adopted in 2002 
(http://bit.ly/36gQ900).

The 39-page document is largely bereft of 
data, maps and detailed action recommen-
dations. It is more of a general overview of 

traditional master plan elements or topics with 
some broad policy statements that often pledge 
the county to “encourage” desired outcomes.

One reason the plan is general is because 
it deals largely with issues where the county 
places a minor role. Improving the utility of 
the comprehensive plan is one of the goals of 
the current effort to update it.

Requirement for a County Plan
Why have a county comprehensive plan? 

One simple answer is that the state says 

counties must have one, yet counties across 
the state are trying to produce plans that can 
provide an integrated vision of the future and 
guide decision making. Some are quite large 
and detailed.

In 1935, when Republican Harold Hoffman 
was governor of New Jersey and Franklin Del-
ano Roosevelt sat in the White House, with the 
Great Depression ongoing and World War II 
not yet a reality, the state enacted the County 
Planning Enabling Act. Before this legislation, 

County Voters 

Increase; 

72,145 Can 

Vote Nov. 5
By ERIN LEDWON

COURT HOUSE – There are 72,145 regis-
tered voters in Cape May County eligible to 
cast a ballot Nov. 5, an increase of 4,411 since 
the June primary election. Deadline to register 
was Oct. 15.

Republicans have the most voters, with 
28,981. Democrats have 16,938 and Unaffili-
ated have 25,502, as of Oct. 18, according to 
the Cape May County Clerk’s Office.

Other political parties listed are: Conser-
vative, 157, Green, 102, Libertarian, 180, 
Natural Law, 48, Reform, 9, Socialist, 73, and 
Constitution, 155.

Voters will select candidates for state, coun-
ty, and municipal races (listed below). School 
board candidates will also be included on the 
ballot (not listed).

Also, there is a statewide question to 
amend the state constitution, which, if ap-
proved, would give certain veterans’ benefits 
to residents of continuing care retirement 
communities. 

Voters in Lower Township will also decide 
whether they support the construction of a 
proposed $10.5 million aquatic center at the 
Cape May County Airport, in a non-binding 
referendum.

Sea Isle City voters, in a non-binding referen-

Wind Power Set to Reshape NJ’s Energy System
By BILL BARLOW

This year, Gov. Phil Murphy unveiled an 
ambitious new plan, calling for 100% clean 
energy for New Jersey by 2050. Doing so will 
help head off climate change, Murphy argues, 
while creating thousands of jobs in a new clean 
energy industry.

His administration said New Jersey is seeing 

the impact of rising seas and a warming planet, 
which scientists have linked to the emission of 
carbon dioxide and other gases from transporta-
tion, power plants and industrialized livestock 
production (http://bit.ly/2JoKwmJ). 

Carbon dioxide (CO2) has been part of 
Earth’s atmosphere since before human history, 
but concentrations have risen steadily since 
the Industrial Revolution, as societies burned 

coal, oil and other fossil fuels in ever-increasing 
amounts.

Murphy’s plan envisions more electric 
vehicles, and cleaner electricity generation to 
power them, along with steps toward conser-
vation and efficiency. 

For now, renewable energy makes up about 
5% of New Jersey’s power, from solar panels, 

CG Cutter McShan Commissioned
By BILL BARLOW

CAPE MAY – In a morning of tradition and firsts, and with 
a heartfelt order to board and bring the cutter to life, the 
Coast Guard commissioned the USCGC Angela McShan in 
Cape May Oct. 26.

The cutter’s homeport will be Cape May. It is named for 
Master Chief Angela M. McShan, the first black woman 
promoted to master chief petty officer in the Coast Guard.

Several of McShan’s family members attended the event, 
held under overcast skies dockside, along with many who 
served with her. McShan’s sister, Marilyn Williams, gave 
the order for the cutter’s first crew to board the new vessel. 
They stood at the port rail as she formally commissioned the 
cutter into service. 

The latest in the Coast Guard’s Sentinel-class 154-foot 
fast response cutters, which are larger and faster than the 
previous 110 cutters they replace, the Angela McShan will 
patrol and respond as far south as Bermuda.

The new cutters are named for enlisted members of the 
Coast Guard who have been deemed heroes. McShan died 
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Future of Energy

Bill Barlow

Wind turbines in Atlantic City were installed in 2005 as part of a clean-energy initiative undertaken by the Atlantic County Utilities 
Authority. 

   

WEEKLY FEATURES

Plan your dining 
and entertainment 
fun with family
and friends!
Page A31

Automotive A45

Business A41

Celebrations/Births A26

Classifieds A43

Clip & Save A16

Community Calendar A50

DoTheShore A31

DoTheShore Calendar  A38

Kidsville A42

Movies A28

Obituaries A51

Opinion A52

Real Estate A49

Religion A25

Sports A30

Spout Off A26

Tides/Fishing A40

What’s Cooking? A25

CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

KIDSVILLE

Color a picture,  
find-a-word. 
Page A42

Columns and letters. 
Page A52

Spout Off. Page A26

OPINION

Bill Barlow

The first crew of the USCGC Angela McShan stands at the port rail of the 
vessel, as McShan’s sister Marilyn Williams formally commissions the 
cutter into service.


