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OPINION

An Apology to 

our Readers
To the Herald Community: 

In last week’s edition of the Herald (June 3), 
we published a headline that got it terribly wrong: 
“Anger, Fear in Rio Grande.” We have changed 
the headline online to reflect the entirety of the 
event, “Peace and Unity Defeat Fear and Anger 
in Rio Grande.” 

We apologized almost immediately to our 
online readers who saw it first, before the paper 
even finished printing, and we want to extend 
that apology to our print readers as well. For the 
protestors at last week’s George Floyd event in Rio 
Grande, and the police who supported them, our 
headline mischaracterized the event. We heard 
those who took to social media and Spout Off to 
express their frustrations with the headline.  

As the Rio Grande protest was a model of 
public unity, peace, and prayer, the headline 
appeared completely out of character with the 
demonstration – as well as our photo; so, it was 
a bad headline. How did it happen?

The headlined story was initially unrelated to 
the Rio Grande demonstration. It was commis-
sioned to capture Cape May County’s response 
to the killing of George Floyd, as communities 
both locally and nationally were swelling with 
a righteous anger at Floyd’s death and fear of 
police mistreatment. When a demonstration was 
announced for Rio Grande, the assigned reporter 
focused his coverage there.  Because he was work-
ing on deadline, he closed the article at 6 p.m. 
Monday, before the event had concluded. At that 
point in time, as reflected in the article and the 
initial headline, the mood in Rio Grande remained 
very guarded.

We assigned another reporter to cover the on-
going demonstration in Rio Grande. As captured 
in our front page photo, the mood in Rio Grande 
had subsequently turned in a decidedly positive 
direction of peace and unity. 

These two, separate elements of our event 
coverage effectively presented how the event 
had developed; however, our main headline did 
not. Notwithstanding the limitations associated 
with print journalism – press schedules and copy 
deadlines, we failed.

We failed to adequately adjust our main head-
line, as events unfolded, to effectively present the 
state of our community. 

We failed to communicate clearly, and the 
burden lies with us to make sure we do. 

We can do better, and we will. 

NAACP Rallies to End Racial 
Inequality, Police Brutality

By SHAY RODDY

COURT HOUSE - The National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) held a rally on the steps of the Cape May 
County Courthouse on Route 9, in Court House, June 5, protesting racial 
inequality and police brutality in the wake of the death of George Floyd, 
in Minneapolis.

Those gathered listened to speakers from a podium and met in solidarity 
with police officers and sheriff’s deputies, who maintained a strong but 
removed presence during the event.

“Today was exactly what I expected it to be,” said Middle Township 
Mayor Timothy Donohue. “A group of committed, involved people com-
ing here for a very important reason - to peacefully exercise their First 
Amendment rights.” 

Donohue spoke against protests earlier in the week, but changed his 
position after seeing the positive outcome of the first event in Rio Grande 
June 1.

“What we can’t control is people who come here from wherever who 

Peaceful Protests Continue
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Analysis

County Unemployment Hits 26.6%
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - In April, Cape May County 
unemployment hit 26.6%, a figure higher than the 
national unemployment peak in 1933, during the 
Great Depression’s peak. Figures released by the 
state Department of Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment show the rate of unemployment across 
New Jersey’s 21 counties for April. The numbers 
indicate the economic devastation caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the strategies used to 
combat it.

One other county, Atlantic, with its shuttered 
casinos, fared worse than Cape May County. 
Atlantic County’s unemployment that month hit 
33.3%.
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2 Catholic Schools Saved
Wildwood Catholic, Cape Trinity to Merge, Become Wildwood Catholic Academy

By SHAY RODDY

NORTH WILDWOOD - Wildwood Catholic 
Academy will survive after all. In a letter from 
Bishop Dennis J. Sullivan, of the Diocese of Cam-
den, to Father Joseph Wallace, of Notre Dame de 
la Mer Parish, in North Wildwood, the diocese is 
approving the proposal to open the K-12 school 
next year, which will combine Wildwood Catholic 
High School and Cape Trinity Catholic Elementary 
School, in light of new, last-minute fundraising.

According to a statement from Wildwood 
Catholic High School Principal Joe Cray and Cape 
Trinity Catholic Elementary School Principal Sister 
Sheila Murphy, the two schools, housed in the 

same building, will combine to create Wildwood 
Catholic Academy July 1.

The Diocese of Camden previously announced 
that the schools were two of five that would close 
permanently following this school year (https://
bit.ly/3cvt3ER).

They had finalized plans to become one school 
for the 2020-2021 school year when the closure 
announcement came from the diocese April 17, 
in the midst of the coronavirus school closure.

“The commitment from our families - past, 
present, future - was made abundantly evident 
over the last six weeks and we are elated to think 
about our opportunity to work together for the 
2020-2021 school year and beyond,” Cray and 

Murphy wrote in a joint statement.
The diocese told the Herald, in April, that it 

would take over $1.7 million to create a fiscally 
responsible budget for next school year.

Sullivan said, in his letter to Wallace, that the 
community had already raised over $1 million.

Cray and Murphy thanked the community 
for the support of the school and said the list of 
people is growing and “goes from A to Z multiple 
times.” Wildwood Catholic High School was saved 
from closure in 2010 by last-minute fundraising 
efforts. Many of the same key players helped a 
second time.

Shay Roddy

Protestors gathered along Route 9, in front of the Cape May County 
Courthouse, June 5.

Fox Park Crowd 

Seeks Racism’s End
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - A large crowd gathered in Fox Park June 5, for an NAACP 
(National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) rally, held 
to call for an end to racism and police brutality. The peaceful protest was 
part of a national movement that has come after George Floyd, a black man 
accused of using a fake $20 bill and resisting arrest, was killed while in 
the custody of Derek Chauvin, a white, former Minneapolis police officer. 

The event was held without disruption. Several speakers addressed the 
crowd from a stage and eventually turned the microphone over to anyone 
who wished to speak.

“There wasn’t anything negative whatsoever. The only negative about 
it is the reason that we had to have it. The event itself was fabulous,” said 
Wildwood Mayor Peter Byron, who is a member of the NAACP. 

Several protestors shared their message as the crowd cheered them on. 
“When you had the open mic and people were coming from the audi-

ence, you had every nationality, age. The one little girl couldn’t have been 
more than about five,” Byron said.

Shay Roddy

A large crowd gathered, in Fox Park, in Wildwood, June 5, positioned 
around a stage where event organizers from the NAACP opened the 
microphone to anyone in the crowd who wanted to share a message.
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Read related story on page A10.


