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Analysis

County Schools Cope with Covid Cases
By VINCE CONTI
COURT HOUSE - The state has a dashboard intended to inform the public about
Covid outbreaks in school settings. This
week, beginning Sept. 27, the number
of individuals with Covid infections from
confirmed in-school transmission doubled
from last week, beginning Sept. 20.
The dashboard the previous week indicated school districts across the state had
23 outbreaks involving 102 cases. This
week, the dashboard shows 39 outbreaks
involving 219 cases.
-------------------------

“Schools are
not required to
maintain a
local dashboard.”
------------------------For Cape May County, the state dashboard indicates there was one school
outbreak involving three individuals;
however, the dashboard’s figures only
represent the tip of the iceberg in terms
of Covid infections with which the schools
are dealing.
The dashboard is designed to only show
outbreaks that meet a complicated definition that proves the cases are linked to
in-school spread. Cases of Covid infection
impacting school students or staff that
cannot be linked positively to in-school
spread are not reported.
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CMCo Commissioner Actions

Board Fears Widespread Impact of New Flood Insurance Rates
By AL CAMPBELL
CREST HAVEN - “This is really frightening
what’s going to happen to flood insurance
rates,” County Commissioner E. Marie Hayes
told the Board of County Commissioners
Sept. 28.
Hayes cited a resolution that she had County
Counsel Jeffrey Lindsay prepare to urge the
state to study the socio-economic impact of

premiums and risk rating to barrier island
property owners and others in Cape May County. The resolution passed unanimously.
The risk rating went into effect Oct. 1 for new
flood insurance policies, and April 1, 2022, for
existing policy renewals.
The resolution noted that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) “has not disclosed a comprehensive analysis of the expected
impacts of implementing Risk Rating 2.0, nor has

Payment of Police at
Worksites Questioned
By VINCE CONTI
COURT HOUSE - It’s typical to see a police car
parked near a construction site. If construction has
the potential to impede the flow of traffic or create a potentially unsafe environment, companies
frequently turn to local police, requesting off-duty
officers at the site.
The police officers’
presence is often needed, so drivers heed
temporary signs asking
them to slow down or
take precautions.
Herald readers raised
questions about such off-duty police assignments
on parts of Stone Harbor Boulevard. This stretch of
road is under the jurisdiction of Middle Township
Police Department.

SPOUT OFF!

How it Works
No police officer can directly enter into a contract for off-duty employment at locations like
construction sites. Entities requesting a police
presence must enter into a contract with the
police department.
Fees are paid to the
department and not directly to the officer. Fees
for the entity requesting service are set by
the municipality. The
current rate is $94.28
per hour.
Middle Township contracted with a private
company, Off-Duty Police Management, for man(Page A6 Please)

this change in methodology been fully vetted and
analyzed by experts.”
The document expressed concern that the risk
rating “will not only impact (the county) but will
also cause insurance costs to increase substan-

tially in low-income communities throughout
the state, which are among our last bastions of
affordable homeownership in New Jersey.”
Finally, the resolution states the board’s concern
that “Risk Rating 2.0 will lead to a considerable
(Page A8 Please)
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OPINION
Columns and letters.
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RIO GRANDE - The Herald’s website has
transitioned to subscription-only access to
news content, urging readers to join the cause
and support local journalism.
Herald website users must now have a subscription and be logged into their Herald user
account to access news content. The price
for a digital subscription is $50/year – less
than $1/week.
(Page A29 Please)
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