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COVID-19 Response

Visiting Hours 
via Laptop

By SHAY RODDY

Cathy D’Amato’s mother is 70-years-old, has 
dementia and just got out of the hospital after 
being treated for pneumonia. She checked into a 
rehab center to recover March 12, as the news 
surrounding the spread of COVID-19 became 
much more sobering.

Within 24 hours, the rehab facility announced 
a ban on visitors. Soon after, because of that ban, 
D’Amato’s mother checked out, against the advice 
of her doctors.

“The choice is to leave her in the facility, and 
she will lose her mind, or you take her home 
and she will get sick and die,” D’Amato said in 
an interview with the Herald.  

“We really thought about, ok, well what is the 
safest place for her to be? With her respiratory 
problems, if she gets this virus, she will die. But 
we are also concerned if she had 30 days of no 
visitors and a lack of intellectual stimulation….
She was terrified of going into this rehab center 
and losing what was left of her memory,” D’Am-
ato, who has a home in the Wildwoods, said. 

So, home she went, and she remains there, 
near the Poconos Mountains. The therapy she 

would have received in the rehab center is 
being administered by her grandchildren from 
Wildwood via Facetime.

“The only thing we can really do is call them 
and my father puts the iPad on and my kids say 
yeah, grand-mom get up get off the chair. Take 
three steps. Take another step. And we try to 
urge her on. That’s the only contact we have,” 
D’Amato said.

Nursing Homes 
At Crest Haven Nursing and Rehabilitation 

Center, a county-operated facility, six laptops are 
set up with Skype for residents to use with staff 
to assist them, said Diane Wieland, the county’s 
public information officer.

In interviews conducted by nursing home ad-
ministrators and emailed to the Herald, residents 
remained positive during the no-visitor period.

“I used Facetime to talk to my wife! That was 
very good. I could see her and she could see me. 
I’m going to be 92 in May; she’ll be 90 in April. 
It’s good to see each other,” said Charles Juechter, 
one resident. 

“I miss my group lunch and dinner, but I’m 
not afraid or anything,” Juechter continued, 

adding he is monitoring the virus developments 
on television. 

“Get the hairdresser in! I only miss getting my 
hair done,” said Alfretta Trout, 93, from South 
Dennis. “It’s hard but we’ve got a lot to appreciate 
here. We’re well.”

Emma Whipp, a 94-year-old resident has a 
happy and simple approach. 

“The food here is good and they give me ice 
cream every day! What else could you need?” 
she asked.

Hospitals 
Inside hospitals, there is an added emphasis on 

providers communicating with family members 
on the phone, who would otherwise be in the 
room to ask the doctors questions.

“We have established a process for the nurses, 
staff, or physician, to communicate directly with 
the patients’ loved ones regarding updates on 
their status. We are collecting phone numbers at 
the point of registration and sharing them with 
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Mastiff Kills Pup; Owner Charged
By CARL PRICE

VILLAS – Thomas P. LaRosa moved to East 
Florida Avenue in Villas two years ago. He lived 
on an 18-acre farm in upstate Pennsylvania that 
was home to several farm animals, domestic pets, 
bears and even a mountain lion or two. 

None of the wild animals ever interacted with 
his livestock or pets, so he was shocked when, on 
the morning of March 5, his wife began frantically 
calling his name.

“I ran outside and there are two dogs attacking 
my dog Holly. I grabbed a thin, metal flagpole and 
started slashing at the dogs. When I hit them on 
the nose, they ran off,” LaRosa explained.

LaRosa’s dog is a 160-pound Rottweiler that 
held her own against the two dogs, but the 
two loose dogs were not done terrorizing the 
neighborhood. 

After they left LaRosa’s yard they ran two hous-
es away and went after a neighbor’s dog. Having 
no luck getting to that dog, the pair ran across 
the street and jumped the fence of Marti Banach.

Puppy Attacked
Banach had just let her 4-month-old Shih Tzu 

puppies Crash and Bandit out back when she 
heard barking.

“I ran outside and saw the head of Crash in the 
other dog’s mouth. I grabbed his body thinking 
the dog would let go. I started screaming and my 
neighbors came running over. I was in shock and 
started looking around for Bandit. The back door 
was open, so I ran inside and found him hiding,’’ 
Banach said.

Her neighbors brought her dog in the house 
when the attack was over, but Banach said Crash 
was already dead.

Owners Charged
Linda Gentile, owner of Shore Animal Control, 

the townships animal control provider, said the 
owners of the dogs were charged with destruction 
of property and dog at large offenses. 

However, she could not name the subjects 
because of ongoing legal proceedings.

Although initial reports were of loose pit bulls, 
Gentile said the dog that killed Crash was a Mas-
tiff. The other dog’s breed was unknown, but it 
did not take part in attacking the dog.

Gentile said the owner of the Mastiff told 
animal control that he surrendered the dog to a 

shelter, but they have been unable to determine 
which shelter and have been unable to contact 
the owner.

“The owner told us he was in the process of 
moving and the dogs got loose when a Realtor left 
a gate open,” Gentile explained.

When the case goes before a judge, the jurist 
could determine the Mastiff’s fate. Serious attacks 
on humans result in euthanasia; however, attacks 
on other animals are dealt with on a case-by-case 
basis.

Gentile said loose dogs are not only a danger 
to people and other animals but are in danger 
themselves.

Loose Dogs a Danger
“We are always on patrol looking for loose 

dogs for reasons such as this case. Loose dogs 
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COVID-19 Alters Emergency Response
By VINCE CONTI 

STONE HARBOR - As the number of COVID-19 
cases grows rapidly in New Jersey, first responders 
have to alter normal routines to add extra layers 
of protective protocols to their response. 

In Stone Harbor, Borough Emergency Manage-
ment Director J.T. Lakose, Police Chief Thomas 

Schutta and Fire Chief Roger Stanford used the 
March 17 work session of the borough council to 
brief the governing body on the changes.

Change to Police Routine
Police routine began to change March 3 and 

has evolved in line with the most recent informa-
tion arriving daily from the state. Schutta said that 

there is a daily morning briefing with the State 
Police, as well as a regular flow of information 
from public health departments at the state and 
county levels.

Medical calls, for which police officers may 
be dispatched, require officers to use personal 
protective equipment (PPE) for both emergency 
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Mayor: Wildwoods’ Bridges Won’t Close, Now’s Not Time to Visit
WILDWOOD - “We are not imminently closing 

the bridges to the Wildwoods,” stated Wildwood 
Mayor Pete Byron March 19.

According to a release, he continued to explain 
that the topic was part of a larger discussion among 
the four Wildwoods mayors March 18 about how 
to protect the permanent residents of the Five 
Mile Island from undue strain during off-season 
operations amid the Coronavirus outbreak.

“Many ideas are being discussed, and this was 
just one that Wildwood Crest Mayor Don Cabrera 
suggested,” explained Byron. “We have to consider 
all viable and necessary options today and looking 
forward during this crisis, but decisions that drastic 
are typically determined by the county and the 
state. At this time there has been no recommen-
dation to close the bridges by either authority.” 

The four mayors continue to be in close contact 

with county and state officials as the COVID-19 
virus impacts the state. 

“As I stated yesterday and maintain today, 
closing the bridges may be a knee-jerk reaction to 
protect our limited resources during this crisis,” 
Byron reiterated. While the city values all residents 
(permanent and second homeowners) and visitors 
to the Wildwoods, the four mayors agree that this 
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Thomas LaRosa and his Rottweiler Holly, 
which was attacked by a loose Mastiff in Villas
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Crest Haven Nursing and Rehabilitation Center residents are among those using laptop 
computers to visit with families during the visitor restriction due to COVID-19 situation.
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