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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchase helps support local 

journalism.  Thank you!
See Page A14 for more info.

What’s
THIS?

WEEKLY FEATURES

Plan your dining 
and entertainment 
fun with family
and friends!
Page A31

Celebrations/Births A26

Classifieds A46

Clip and Save A30

DoTheShore A31

Kidsville A29

Obituaries A51

Opinion A52

Real Estate A37

Religion A23

School News A29

Spout Off A26

Tides/Fishing A36

CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

SCHOOL NEWS 
Page A29

Local real estate, 
plus tips for buying, 
selling and investing.
Page A37

REAL ESTATE & 
FINANCE

(Page A16 Please)

(Page A12 Please)

(Page A18 Please)

Supporters Back Trump with Parades; Opposition Responds
By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE – Despite a steady drizzle and 
more rain on the way, dozens of cars and trucks 
lined Steel Road, in Court House, Oct. 25, drivers 
eager to show their support for President Donald 
Trump.

The vehicles were festooned with American 
flags and banners supporting the Republican 
incumbent, ready to start a route that would 
wind through Middle Township’s communities, 
in what has become a regular weekend event, in 
Cape May County.

The Trump vehicle parades have taken place 
throughout the county in the runup to the elec-
tion, with more planned. They’ve been primarily 
organized through Facebook and other social 
media outlets.

Before the start, participants gathered in 
an empty lot for the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
“Star-Spangled Banner,” and to hear from Brian 
McDowell, one of the organizers of this and other 
parades. On Route 9, at the start of the planned 
route, a stand offered Trump flags, T-shirts, hats, 
and other merchandise for sale.

McDowell sees the parades as a way of building 
enthusiasm for the president.

“I think it’s energized the people in favor of 
Donald Trump,” he said, in an interview days 
earlier.

With a deafening chorus of horns and cheers, 
the parade took off, a mixture of oversized trucks, 
sedans, and classic cars, most decorated for the 
parade.

Signs of Opposition
A few passersby watched the start of the parade 

or took video on their phones. Across the street, 
three people stood on the corner, with signs 
stating “Black Lives Matter” and other messages, 

along with a rainbow flag. 
Crystal Hutchinson, who was a familiar face 

at many of the demonstrations against racism 
throughout the county over the summer, accused 
the president of being racist and homophobic. 

Mag Parson, also a participant in the Black Lives 
Matter marches, added his opinion that Trump is 
also transphobic.

“We wanted to show that they do not represent 
all of Cape May County,” said Shannon McDevitt, 
the third participant. Other dissenters planned 
to make their presence known along the route.

At the start, the three counter-demonstrators 
said a few people voiced support for their position, 
although some took issue with the inclusion of 
an obscenity on one of the signs, while they also 
alleged that some Trump supporters behaved 
aggressively toward them.

The parade stopped traffic on Route 9, in the 
downtown area, as the long line of vehicles made 
a left turn to head south.

A decommissioned fire truck led the way, along 
with an official-looking vehicle topped with yellow 
lights, with “New York State Certified Escort Ve-
hicle” on the side. There was no visible presence 
from active duty municipal police officers.

The fire truck had markings of the New York 
Fire Department on the front and a colorful 
painting of a bald eagle in front of a waving 
American flag on the side, with signs supporting 
Trump 2020.

After the vehicle parade through Cape May 
earlier in October, during which some expressed 
concern that police seemed to participate, Chief 
Anthony Marino posted to the department’s 
Facebook page that the officers performed traffic 
control to ensure safety.

“We were not involved in sanctioning the 

72,707 Mail-in Ballots Sent Ahead of Election 
By ERIN LEDWON

COURT HOUSE – As the Nov. 3 election ap-
proaches, Cape May County Clerk Rita Fulginiti 
reported 37,435 voters, or 51%, returned their 
vote-by-mail ballots, as of Oct. 26, of the 72,707 
ballots sent to active voters. 

The Cape May County Board of Elections 
“continues to process new or updated voter reg-
istrations received via online, New Jersey Motor 
Vehicle Commission, or which came in direct 
before the deadline of Oct. 13,” she stated, in 
an Oct. 20 email. 

She added that when all voter registrations 
are in, the statistics will be posted to the county 
clerk’s election website, at www.capemaycoun-
tyvotes.com.

Voters have four ways to return their vote-by-
mail ballots:

* Mail it, using the postage paid envelope. 
Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked no 
later than 8 p.m. Nov. 3. 

* Drop it into a secure vote-by-mail drop 
box no later than 8 p.m. Nov. 3. Drop box 
locations:

- Cape May County Clerk’s Office, 7 North 
Main St., Court House

- Cape May County Public Works Building, 
536 Woodbine-Ocean View Rd., Ocean View

- Cape May Municipal Hall, 643 Washing-
ton St., Cape May

- Lower Township Municipal Hall, 2600 
Bayshore Rd., Villas

- Lower Township Public Safety Building 
(court entrance), in the Cape May County 
Airport Complex, Erma

- Martin Luther King Center, 207 W Main 
St., Whitesboro

- Ocean City Municipal Hall, 861 Asbury 
Ave., Ocean City

- Sea Isle City Branch Cape May County 
Library, 4800 Central Ave., Sea Isle

- Stone Harbor Branch Cape May County 
Library, 9516 Second Ave., Stone Harbor

- Upper Township Municipal Hall, 2100 
Tuckahoe Rd., Petersburg

- Wildwood Municipal Hall, 4400 New 
Jersey Ave., Wildwood

* Deliver it to the Cape May County 
Board of Elections, 10 Mechanic St., Court 
House, no later than 8 p.m. Nov. 3. Individ-
uals are asked to bring identification.

* Deliver it to their designated polling 
place (https://bit.ly/33S2XL7) no later 
than 8 p.m. Nov. 3. 

Polling places will be open from 6 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Individuals who choose to vote 

at their polling place will be given a paper 
provisional ballot. There will be no voting 
machines at the polling places. 

Voters with a disability who need an accessible 
vote-by-mail ballot may call 609-465-1013 or go 
to their assigned polling place, which will provide 
access to an in-person voting device Nov. 3.

Individuals interested in viewing an instruc-
tional video on voting by mail can visit https://
bit.ly/30oYr4W.

Those who wish to check their ballot’s status 
can do so by calling 1-877-NJ-Voter (1-877-658-
6837) or visiting https://voter.svrs.nj.gov/auth/
sign-in.

Voters who did not return their vote-by-mail 
ballots by Oct. 19 should expect to receive a post-
card from the County Clerk’s Office, informing 
them of their polling location.

Crest Native’s an NBA Champion
Vogel Cites Hometown Support 

During Run with Lakers

By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD CREST – In her living room, in 
Wildwood Crest, Fran Vogel sat alone, wearing 
a black t-shirt that read “Ball is Back – Lakers 
2020,” her hands clenched, sipping Bailey’s 
poured from an oversized, NBA Playoffs edition 
bottle. 

Her son, Frank Vogel, was on the television, 
in Disney World, but these weren’t old home 
movies from a family trip. It was game six of the 
NBA Finals and Vogel, who grew up on Bayview 
Avenue, in Wildwood Crest, was coaching one of 
the NBA’s marquee franchises, the Los Angeles 
Lakers, led by one of the game’s all-time greats, 
LeBron James. 

“I watched it all by myself because I get too 
nervous,” Vogel’s mother said. “I don’t drink a 
whole lot, but I do during the playoffs.” 

Win and the Lakers would become NBA cham-
pions for the 17th time - James for the fourth and 
Vogel for the first. Lose and the Miami Heat would 
force a deciding game seven. 

Bill Barlow

Dozens of vehicles participated in a parade through Middle Township Oct. 25, showing 
support for President Donald Trump.  

Courtesy of the Los Angeles Lakers

Frank Vogel, in front of the microphone, after the Los Angeles Lakers won the NBA Finals 
Oct. 11. Vogel is the Lakers’ head coach and a native of Wildwood Crest.   


