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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 

local journalism. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Herald Seeks 
Reader Support

RIO GRANDE - The Herald’s website is tran-
sitioning to subscription-only access to news 
content, asking readers to join the cause and 
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By VINCE CONTI

WASHINGTON - After five years of research, 
the Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) presented 
its draft New Jersey Back Bay Coastal Storm 
Risk Management (CSRM) study, designating its 
preferred option for protecting the state’s at-risk 
property from back bay flooding. 

ACE’s answer to sea level rise and other aspects 
of climate change is a $16 billion project, with the 
federal share estimated at $10.4 billion, leaving 
$5.6 billion for state and local contributions.

The 561-page report (https://bit.ly/3gx-
OF8v), released this month, is filled with artist 
renditions of mammoth storm surge barriers that 
close off inlets at the threat of storms, floodwalls, 
levees, and seawalls. The report covers an area 
from the Coastal Lakes Region, in the far north, 
to Cape May County, in the south.

The project promises mitigation of loss from 
flooding, but does not seek to eliminate loss. Cape 
May County’s portions within the study area, 
according to the ACE, contain 8,579 structures 

Army Corps’ $16B Back Bay Plan Presented

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - While New Jersey schools pre-
pare to reopen after Labor Day, a new requirement 
that all preschool to 12th grade school personnel 
be fully vaccinated against Covid by Oct. 18, or 
be subject to Covid testing at minimum one to 
two times per week, has school staff scrambling 
and parents reacting.

According to a release (https://bit.ly/3Bo65ML) 
from Gov. Phil Murphy’s office, this requirement 
will strengthen protections against Covid’s spread, 
including the highly transmissible delta variant, 
to children in school settings, many of whom are 
under 12 and not yet eligible for vaccination, but 

Local Reactions to School Vaccine, Testing Mandate Mixed

not everyone agrees.
More than 270 comments were posted on 

the Herald’s Facebook page (https://bit.ly/3gL-
cfPc) when reactions to the new mandate were 
solicited.

Some supported the move.
“I don’t mind getting tested every week,” wrote 

Kayla Lyn Gushue, of Villas, who is an aide at the 
Cape May County Special Services School District. 
“I work at a special education school and a lot of 
the students can’t wear masks, so I will do my part 
and get tested since I don’t have the vaccine and 
I’m unsure if I want to get it, but I want to make 

sure I don’t risk any of the students.”
Stephanie Meehan, of North Cape May, whose 

Facebook page said she is program supervisor at 
The Arc of Cape May County and a parent, wrote 
she was “very happy with it. I feel safer sending 
my son to school this fall.”

However, not everyone feels safer based on 
some of the comments, like that of Amy Lloyd, an 
Egg Harbor Township stay-at-home mom, accord-
ing to her Facebook page. “It is just a false sense 
of security,” she wrote. “It makes everybody feel 
better that their children are around vaccinated 
people.

“However, think about it,” she continued. “We 
are not testing the vaccinated, however, they 
are carrying viral load and spreading the virus at 
almost the same rate that unvaccinated are. The 
difference being the unvaccinated are more likely 
to do this with little or no symptoms, therefore, 
carrying on with a regular life because they feel 
just fine.

“We are testing the unvaccinated who statis-
tically are more likely to show symptoms of the 

By VINCE CONTI

TRENTON - The New Jersey Cannabis Reg-
ulatory Commission (CRC) Aug. 19 published 
its first set of rules for the new industry that 
will emerge to service a projected billion-dollar 
business sector. 

The regulations are far from complete. The 
commission maintains that it dealt first with the 
issues that would help the new industry get off 

New Weed Industry Rules Released
the ground.

The rules announced this month focus on the 
requirements for owning and operating a cannabis 
business, set the state’s diversity priorities in the 
ownership ranks, and help start what must come 
first - cultivation.

Voters approved the legalization of cannabis in 
November 2020. By February, three cannabis bills 
were enacted and signed into law. Part of what 
that flurry of legislation did was establish the CRC, 

with an Aug. 21 deadline for initial regulations.
The regulations provide the broad outlines of 

the new industry.  

Equity
The CRC’s goals for diversity and inclusion 

are supported by a set of application priorities 
explained in the regulations. Priority will be given 
to minority, women and disabled veteran-owned 

By ERIC CONKLIN

WILDWOOD CREST - The Starlight Fleet, 
based in Wildwood Crest, which runs fishing 
charters throughout summer, sailed a late-evening 
back bay trip Aug. 25 with a deeper meaning than 
fish limits and pool winners.

The cruise was the fourth opioid awareness 
event held on behalf of Cape Addiction Recovery 
Services (CARES), a drug treatment program 
founded by Cape Regional Health System. Usually 
held on land, it was the first time the event took 
to the water to remember those lost to drug use, 
some of whom had families on board the Atlantic 
Star, which was decorated with purple lights for 
Overdose Awareness Day, recognized annually 
Aug. 31.

The trip set sail shortly after 6:30 p.m., as 
nearly 100 sailors mingled about the double-deck 
vessel. The trip went through Wildwood Crest’s 
backwaters, under Middle Thorofare Bridge, and 
into the Atlantic Ocean in front of Cape May and 
its surrounding boroughs, returning through the 
Cape May Canal. 

On its return, the captain took the boat through 
Lund’s Fisheries’ dock, where several boats’ masts 

Starlight Sailors Remember Overdose Victims

were also bedecked in purple lights to welcome 
the group’s return. A house in the distance fea-
tured purple lights, too.

The event recognized local commercial fisher-
men for their work in helping expel drugs from 
their industry. Substance use is common in it, and 
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Karen Dickinson
Starlight Fleet sailors light a paper lamp be-
fore letting it fly over the water below. Those 
wanting to participate in the ceremony were 
offered the opportunity to write personal 
messages to loved ones lost to drug use.
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Storm surge barrier

Image from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Herald graphic/ Krishna Mathias

Storm surge barriers help protect back bay environments 
against coastal surge, flooding, and waves. In most cases, 
the barrier consists of a series of movable gates that stay 
open under normal conditions to allow navigation and tidal 
flow to pass, but are closed during storm surge events.
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COVID-19
New reported 
cases: 346

CAPE MAY COUNTY

Aug. 21-27, 2021

588 26 3

Active
cases:

Hospitalizations
as of Aug. 30:

Deaths this 
week:
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