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Power On, Off
A Significant Amount 
of Cape May County’s 
Electricity Comes 
from Nuclear Power 

 By BILL BARLOW

Cape May County’s only power plant was decommis-
sioned May 1. Perched on the edge of the Great Egg 
Harbor Bay, the towering smokestack and cooling tower 
of B.L. England remain the first glimpse of the county 
for many drivers heading south on the Garden State 
Parkway, but the turbines are cold.

Some New Jersey environmentalists celebrated the 
closure, calling it a step away from reliance on fossil fuels 
linked to changes in the global climate. New Jersey’s 
Sierra Club called for more renewable energy instead, 
like wind and solar power.

That’s on the way, with a $695 million wind farm 
planned about 15 miles off the coast, but it will be 
years before any of that power reaches an outlet. In the 
meantime, when county residents flip a switch and the 
lights come on, the power is coming from somewhere.

The short answer is, it comes from the grid, a complex, 
multistate network powered by a variety of sources, 
including natural gas-run turbines, nuclear power, solar 
power and others, even a long-running hydroelectric 
plant driven by the Great Falls in Patterson.

 
Multiple Sources
Coal, which powered two of the three turbines at the 

B.L. England plant, was once a major source of power 
in New Jersey and throughout the Northeast. The third 
turbine was powered by diesel fuel. 

Natural gas, however, is most abundant, due to a 
considerable increase in an extraction technique using 
high-pressure liquid to break up rock and release the gas. 
It’s called hydraulic fracturing, better known as fracking.

Natural gas supporters say it burns cleaner than coal, 
improving air quality overall. It’s also made natural gas 
cheaper than any other option, including wind power, 
coal, and nuclear power, changing the economics of 
electricity. 

Many detractors raise concerns about environmental 
damage from fracking (http://bit.ly/33U5QrV), includ-
ing drinking water in areas where the process is used, 
and point out that natural gas is still a fossil fuel, releasing 
carbon dioxide when it burns.

 
Clean Energy Future?
For now, renewable energy makes up about 5% of the 

mix, including windmills, the North Jersey waterfall and 
others (http://bit.ly/35RaEQM). As coal’s importance as 
a power source fades, New Jersey looks to more wind and 
solar sources. Solar power is in the lead, with 123,000 
photovoltaic systems providing power throughout the 
state, mostly on the rooftops of homes and businesses.

Last year, there were 30,000 solar power facilities in 
Atlantic City Electric’s coverage area, including many 
solar panels added to businesses and residences.

“It’s not an insignificant amount by any means, and it’s 
growing,” said Gary Stockbridge, the region president 
for Atlantic City Electric, now part of Exelon. “I think 
it’s a big piece of the puzzle going forward.”

Altogether, those solar panels generate about the 
same amount of electricity that one small natural gas 
power station would add to the grid. Even less of the 
state’s power comes from wind turbines, like the ones 
in Atlantic City run by the Atlantic County Utilities 
Authority. In the coming years, offshore wind could 
reshape New Jersey energy.

In a follow-up, we’ll look into plans for a $695-million 
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NJ Immigration Tension: County, Sheriff Sue AG
By VINCE CONTI

CREST HAVEN - Sheriff Robert Nolan and 
Cape May County entered into litigation Oct. 
15 against the state Attorney General (AG) 
Gurbir Grewal. 

This makes Cape May County the second 
of the state’s counties to sue the AG over his 
December 2018 Immigrant Trust Directive, 
updated Sept. 27. Ocean County filed a federal 
lawsuit against Grewal and his directive one 
month prior.

The complaint was filed by County Counsel 
Jeffrey Lindsey and by Michael Testa, Jr., who 
is representing Nolan. Testa is a Republican 
candidate for Senate in District 1, which in-
cludes Cape May County.

The action was filed in U.S. District Court 
for the District of New Jersey. It is a civil action 
that seeks declaratory and injunctive relief 
from the court that would prevent the AG from 
enforcing the terms of his directive.

In a letter to Nolan Sept. 27, the AG’s Office 
gave the sheriff seven days to “wind down” 

his existing 287(g) Jail Enforcement Model 
program with U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). Nolan extended the pro-
gram in February for a 10-year term.

The filing makes three broad claims about 
the AG’s directive, any of which could give 
the court cause to invalidate the directive and 
provide the sheriff and the county relief.

First, the complaint claims that the directive 
is invalid because it violates the supremacy 
clause of the Constitution. Section VI, para-
graph two, of the Constitution is generally 

referred to as the supremacy clause. It estab-
lishes that the federal constitution and federal 
laws generally take precedence over state laws 
and constitutions.

Arguing the issue of states’ rights versus 
the power of federal law is a long-established 
debate, with groups frequently shifting sides 
depending on the issue at hand. The courts 
have generally held that specific conditions 
must be met before a state law or action vi-
olates the supremacy clause. Whether those 

‘It Would be a Shame to Tear it Down’
Family Donates Home to 
Habitat for Humanity

By KAREN KNIGHT

AVALON - Adam Szyfman attributes being 
in the “right place at the right time” when 
he found a new site for his young family and 
decided the house sitting on the property was 
“in such beautiful shape” that he didn’t want 
it to go to waste.  

Although too small for his family, the 1940s 

cottage had been renovated in 2004, boasting 
Cathedral ceilings, vinyl siding, new windows, 
and updated kitchen and baths. “I thought it 
would be a shame to tear it down,” he said. “I 
thought it still had some life to give a family.” 

Friends suggested donating it to Habitat for 

Bill Barlow

Smoke emits from the smokestack of the B.L. England generating plant 
in Beesley’s Point when the plant was still running.

Karen Knight

One of the house moving crew watches as a donated house moves slowly across the 21st Street Bridge in Avalon. After about two 
weeks of preparation, the house was moved Oct. 18 from Avalon to Upper Township. 
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