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Tough Choices Loom for Shore
As Seas Rise, Feds 
Start Planning to 

Protect Barrier Islands
By BILL BARLOW

STRATHMERE - In 30 years, beach replenish-
ment has become routine. Once big news, the 
sight of an offshore dredge pumping sand from 
Corson’s Inlet onto beaches in Strathmere and 
Ocean City this winter hardly raised an eyebrow 
among locals, much less drawing crowds to watch 
the progress, as an Ocean City beach project did 
in the 1990s.

At this point, most of Cape May County’s ocean 
beaches have been rebuilt from erosion at some 
point in recent decades, some several times. 
Spending on restoring beaches in New Jersey 
topped the $1 billion mark some years ago, with 
much of that funding provided by the federal 
government in projects overseen by the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

Now, Corps engineers are looking at the other 
side of the barrier islands, weighing possibilities 
for protecting beach towns on the bayside. A 
March 2019 Army Corps report (http://bit.
ly/31WDPAc) projected damages averaging over 
$1.57 billion a year, over the next 50 years, if 
steps are not taken.

Flooded Future
Flooding on the bayside of barrier island com-

munities could have a bigger impact than what 
happens on the coastal side in future storms, 
according to Stewart Farrell, who founded and 
heads the Coastal Research Center at Stockton 

Analysis

How Much Do Police Officers Make?
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS), New Jersey’s police and 
sheriff’s patrol officers are compensated better than 
in all but two other states, Alaska and California.

A review of data from the Police and Firemen’s 
Retirement System (PFRS) shows that a municipal 
police officer, in Cape May County, in 2019, earned 
an average salary of $84,825. The range across de-
partments; however, was significant, with the mean 
salary, in the largest department, in Ocean City 
being $100,275, and $59,644 in West Wildwood.

County Law Enforcement
It’s no secret that New Jersey values its law 

enforcement officers, and pays them well. 
According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

(FBI), New Jersey boasts 31,341 sworn law enforce-
ment officers spread across 534 agencies. The bulk 
of those agencies are municipal police departments, 
but the number also includes state and county 
officers, corrections department officers and a vast 
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Cape Issues’ 

2020 Emphasis
By PETER JESPERSEN FOR CAPE ISSUES

The Cape Issues team was 
established in 2008 as a 
non-partisan volunteer group 
to advocate for the better-
ment of life in Cape May 
County, a very broad goal. 

We have met monthly 
since, and been fortunate 
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Shared Fire, EMS Services Quizzed
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - Firefighters attended the Wild-
wood Board of Commissioners’ meeting Feb. 12 
to address a resolution to apply for a state grant 
to conduct a study, which would look into the 
feasibility of Wildwood combining paid fire and 
emergency medical services (EMS) with North 
Wildwood and Wildwood Crest.

The resolution was approved by the commis-
sioners. 

“We were kind of surprised because things are 
happening quickly. I have some concerns as to 
why they’re happening as quickly as they are,” 
Wildwood Deputy Fire Chief Ernie Troiano III, 

in charge of the department on an interim basis, 
told the Herald. “There are some other factors 
being played into this, as to why things are being 
pushed so rapidly.”

Troiano declined to comment further on what 
those factors are, in a phone interview. “We have 
quite a few questions that we would like answers 
to before we proceed any further,” he said.

“The point of shared services is to save money, 
but we don’t want to save money at the expense 
of compromising services for everything that 
these guys have worked toward,” said Wildwood 
Mayor Peter Byron, at the meeting, referencing 
the dozen or more firefighters who were present.

(Page A16 Please)

Shay Roddy

Ryan Troiano addresses Wildwood Board of 
Commissioners Feb. 12, as members of the 
Wildwood Fire Department look on. 

Bill Barlow

Steel and stone protects Ocean Drive, between Strathmere and Ocean City, where most of the inlet beach has eroded. State and federal 
officials are looking at options to protect homes and infrastructure from rising water. 
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