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Bienvenue

County Welcomed Quebec Visitors 
By KAREN KNIGHT

OCEAN VIEW – If you think you 
noticed more Quebec license plates 
or heard more French spoken while 
out shopping or dining the last 
few weeks, you’d be right because 
“they’re back.”

According to the county tourism 
director and at least one resort 
owner who feeds numbers to the 
county, the Canadians seem to have 
“adjusted” to an exchange rate that 
gives them about 75-cents American 
for each Canadian dollar spent and 
returned to vacation in Cape May 
County. 

In addition, extensive marketing 
to the northern neighbors has proven 
to be a good investment on behalf of 
the county.

“We’ve had a good Canadian busi-
ness for a long time,” said Scott Turner, 
who is one of the owners in his family’s 
campground and resort business in 
Ocean View. 

“Over the years, though, the num-
bers come and go with the exchange 
rate. For many years, the rate was even but about two years ago. 
Their dollar was worth only 65-cents American. They’ve never really 
left, but this year is back to normal.”

Diane Wieland, county tourism director, works with Turner and 
other businesses to understand the characteristics and habits of the 
visitors because the county has a “one-of-a-kind” Canadian marketing 
program that’s continued since the mid-1970s. 

The department had an office in downtown Montreal after real-
izing there was a growing number of visitors from the Province of 
Quebec who came to the local campgrounds and the Wildwoods 
in particular. 

While that office closed, a French Canadian marketing firm now 
works with the county. 

“French Canadians discovered the Jersey Cape in their trek for 

outdoor activities and warm ocean 
waters,” Wieland explained noting 
their winters are “long and cold.

“We were the first county in 
the U.S. to open a tourism office 
in a foreign country,” she added. 
“Campgrounds and motels in the 
Wildwoods hosted thousands of 
French Canadian families, with the 
highest concentration during the 
last two weeks of July, a two-week 
Construction Holiday in Canada.  

“The investment has paid off,” 
Wieland said.

Wieland said Canadians from the 
Province of Quebec spend about $139 
million in New Jersey while vacation-
ing, 70 percent in Cape May County. 
Historically they like camping, but 
even that is starting to change.

“I think we saw a slump last year 
because of uncertainty with the po-
litical scene and the exchange rate,” 
Wieland said. “I think people re-
thought their vacations and maybe 
instead of staying two weeks, they 

adjusted things and stayed seven to10 days.”
Staying for that length of time also helps with what Wieland called 

“the mid-week slump” because of trends across the county that indi-
cate visitors are coming for long weekends instead of weekly stays.

“I also think we’re starting to see the third generation come who 
want to share their experiences in Wildwood with their grandchil-
dren,” she said. “The older generation is looking into alternate 
housing from the campgrounds; looking for a place where they can 
grill and spread out, so I think more are renting homes.”

Turner said their facility sees “almost all families” during a three-
week period that ended mid-August. 

He noted many seem to spend their days in Wildwood, enjoying 
the beaches, activities, and shopping, returning to the campgrounds 
at night. 

“In talking with many of them, they like the environment here, 
and many parents spent their summer vacation in Wildwood,” 

School Consolidation on the Table Again
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE – On Aug. 9, the New 
Jersey Economic and Fiscal Policy Workgroup 
released its report Path to Progress. A part of 
that report dealt with recommendations for 
school system regionalization, proposing that 
school districts across the state be regionalized 
through the merger of school systems into K-12 
regional districts. 

In Cape May County that would involve 
10 school districts that currently do not have 
high schools as part of the district. State 
data for 2017 showed enrollment in these 
districts ranged from the smallest, Avalon at 
75 students, to the largest, Upper Township 
with 2,075.

In total, the 10 districts accounted for 5,380 

students with 2017 budgets totaling $123 
million. 

Four municipal school districts have K-12 
programs and are not part of that list.

The school districts as they are currently 
constituted are all involved in various forms of 
agreements that share resources and provide 
for sending and receiving arrangements with 
other districts. 

Which Districts?
There are 19 school districts in Cape May 

County. 
Three districts, Sea Isle City, Cape May Point 

and West Wildwood are not operational. They 
have school boards but no schools. By arrange-
ment, they send their students elsewhere in 
the county.

Two of the 19 districts are county districts. 

These are Cape May County Special Services 
and the county Technical School. Those schools 
would presumably not be impacted by the 
recommendations.

Four of the operational municipal districts 
have K-12 programs.  

These are Middle Township, Lower Cape 
May Regional, Ocean City and Wildwood. 
At present, school districts across the county 
funnel students to one of the four high schools 
in those K-12 programs. 

The other 10 districts are the ones most 
impacted by the proposed mergers in the 
Workgroup report. They are operational dis-
tricts but are not part of a regional system with 
K-12 programs.  

Comeback Kid

Nothing Held Back Teen 
By JACOB SCHAAD

RIO GRANDE – If there were a contest to 
find New Jersey’s most outstanding comeback 
kid, then resilient teenager Annika Mikael 
Marks of Rio Grande would head the list of 
potential winners.

And why not? How many can claim that 
when they were 7-years-old and younger they 
spent more time as patients in many of South 
Jersey’s hospitals than in their homes? 

How many can say that death courted their 
doorstep three times before being chased away 
by stronger forces?

And how many can tell that being hear-
ing-impaired they underwent 10 reconstructive 
ear surgeries so they could hear what people 
were saying instead of having to frequently 

repeat  the word “Huh?”
Today, nine years later at the age of 16 and a 

high honors junior at Wildwood Catholic High 
School, Marks has rebounded from all those 
infirmities and is on a roll to help others do 
the same in their personal health problems.

Marks’ comeback has included learning to 
play 23 musical instruments, portrayed Juliet 
in search of Romeo in one of Shakespeare’s 
most famous plays, rebuild old shoes and raised 
more than $3,000 to send disabled children to 
summer camp. 

She stands 5 feet, 7 inches tall, plays tennis 
and softball and owns a green belt in karate.  
Rather impressive for someone they feared 
wasn’t going to make it when she was much 
younger.

Wherever she goes today Marks is putting 

in a few words (or maybe a thousand?) for the 
benefit of those with hearing problems.

“I feel I can give a personal side to hear-
ing loss, and show what you can overcome 
and achieve through proper diagnosis and 
treatment plan whether using hearing aids, 
speech classes, FM systems in the classrooms, 
or a combination of all three,” she tells her 
listeners. 

“Being hearing impaired has not stopped 
me from reaching my goals. I want to show 
children it can’t and won’t stop them in life. 
Many times we are given obstacles. I want to 
show children they can either go under them, 
around them, over them or through them. 
Nothing can stop you once you set a goal and 
work to achieve it.”

(Page A6 Please)

(Page A6 Please)

(Page A6 Please)

John Harkins

Annika Mikael Marks of Rio Grande was 
crowned Miss North Wildwood earlier this 
summer.
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