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Dealing with the aging bridge infrastructure 
across the county is critical to our $6.6 billion 
tourist economy that brings as many as 10 million 
visitors to our roads each year. It is also crucial to 
the life and well-being of the county’s permanent 
residents.

With some bridges that have already exceeded 
their useful lives and others quickly approaching 
that point, this plan comes none too soon. Although 
it had been worked on for over a year before the 
pandemic made an appearance here, it is a credit 
to the foresight of county leaders that they have 
elected to move forward with issuing the plan, 
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Concerns & Solutions

Having a Green Lawn Could Cost Up to $2,500
By VINCE CONTI

STONE HARBOR – In the year of COVID-19, 
water use, in Stone Harbor, increased to levels 
that spurred action by the borough. Stone Harbor, 
like communities throughout the state’s coastal 
plain, is given an annual and monthly allocation 
by the state, setting limits on the amount of water 
that can be pumped from the Atlantic City 800-
foot sand aquifer, which supplies the borough 
with its fresh water. 

In May and June, the borough saw 36% and 
43% increases, respectively, in water use over 
2019. In a press release (https://bit.ly/32Vvs-
Gm), the borough stated, “July water consump-
tion in Stone Harbor came close to exceeding 
the NJDEP (state Department of Environmental 
Protection) allocation level.”   

Borough officials reminded the public that ex-
ceeding the allocation level could result in “costly 
fines imposed by the state.” 

At a recent Stone Harbor Borough Council 
meeting, Councilman Reese Moore said that the 
town’s irrigation schedule, a conservation effort 
aimed at reducing water waste by prescribing 
when and how residential irrigation happens, was 
not observed by some homeowners.

Moore reported 249 first-time violations of the 
schedule, 44 cases in which there was a second 
violation, 13 with a third violation, and three cas-

Freeholder Actions

Board Opposes Defunding School-based Youth 
Services, Supports F-35 Jets at 177th

By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - A resolution opposed to Gov. 
Phil Murphy’s budget intent to defund school-
based youth services in the county and elsewhere 
was passed by Cape May County freeholders 
Sept. 8. 

The document states that the board is “strongly 
opposed to the defunding of school-based youth 
services,” at Lower Cape May Regional High 
School and Cape May County Technical High 
School. 

The program, which serves “at-risk youth,” 
operates under the Department of Children and 
Families and provides counseling, substance 
abuse education, and health awareness, among 
other services. The amount, stated the resolution, 

is $575,000 and has been in operation for over 
25 years. 

The board fears the elimination of funding will 
“impact hundreds of thousands of youths in need” 
here and statewide.

“The impact on these youth will be even 
worse given COVID-19, remote learning and 
safe, in-classroom learning,” the document reads. 

The impact, the board fears, will “dispropor-
tionately impact the minority populations in 
schools.”

The board asked that the governor restore the 
funds immediately in next year’s budget. 

Support F-35 Jets
The board passed another resolution in support 

of the Air Force placing F-35 jets, the latest fight-

ers, and their support crews, to the 177th Fighter 
Wing of the New Jersey Air National Guard.

That resolution noted that the 177th Fighter 
Wing has a vital day-to-day role in homeland 
security along the East Coast. 

It notes that the unit played a major role in 
the defense of the coast Sept. 11, 2001, and 
afterward.

Additionally, the unit is deployed overseas to 
help defend the nation and mobilizes during state 
emergencies and natural disasters. 

The unit, based at Atlantic City International 
Airport, in Egg Harbor Township, “has facilities 
to maintain and operate 21 fourth and fifth-gen-
eration fighters, including covered parking and 
over 8,000 feet of runway.”  

Locating the jets to the nearby unit would 

“ensure the enhanced capabilities in the unit’s 
missions and roles and at the same time ensure 
the base’s future and create more opportunities 
in the region by focusing on aviation technology,” 
according to the resolution.

Additional Work at School OK’d
Also, at the meeting, the board approved a 

change order with Palmer Waterproofing Inc., 
for $43,302, to reset and fasten 29 windows to 
back-up masonry at the Special Services School. 

The original contract with the company, adopt-
ed June 23, was for $2.5 million for waterproofing 
the brick veneer of the school.

es where property owners violated the borough’s 
ordinance for the fourth time. 

The ordinance provides for a first warning, 
followed by progressive fines for each additional 
violation. A second violation is a $100 fine, a third 
is $250, and violations beyond three can merit a 
fine from $350 to $2,500.

The borough is taking various actions to deal 
with the water consumption issue. It is a problem 
exacerbated this summer by the early arrival of 
second homeowners, many of whom decided to 
ride out the epidemic in Cape May County. 

The borough, which, according to county sta-
tistics, has less than 900 permanent residents, 
sees its 3,300 homes fill up in the peak months of 
summer. This year, the population swelled earlier 
and for a longer period. An increase in water use 
was one of several indicators that the community 
was more crowded than usual.

How Does the System Work?
About 40% of potable water, in New Jersey, 

is supplied from groundwater (water held un-
derground in the soil or in pores and crevices in 
rock). That number rises to 75%, in Cape May 
County. A water plan is developed by the state, 
including water budgets, annual and monthly 
allocations, which set limits on how much water 
can be pumped from groundwater sources. The 
state first passed its Water Supply Management 
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In August, Cape May County and the Cape 
May County Bridge Commission issued a bridge 
replacement and improvement plan (http://bit.ly/
CMCBridgePlan). The plan represents an important 
step by the local government to tackle one of the 
most significant infrastructure problems facing 
the county.

Cape May County owns and operates 23 county 
bridges. The County Bridge Commission has re-
sponsibility for five commission bridges that link 
the barrier islands along Ocean Drive.

even in the face of uncertain economic recovery.

What Does the Plan Say?
The plan calls for major improvements on 12 

of the county bridges, spans for which the report 
says “continued maintenance of the structures is 
not an option.” These bridges must be replaced or 
undergo substantial rehabilitation. 

The remaining 11 county bridges are said to be 
in “satisfactory condition and do not need major 
improvements or replacements in the next 10-15 
years.” Some of them may require additional ele-
ments in their routine future maintenance.

The report also notes that 20 “minor” bridges 
are not part of the current plan. It says that a 
number of these spans are not county-owned and 
may fall under municipal control and responsi-
bility. These bridges have not been evaluated or 
programmed for improvements as part of this plan.
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