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Jersey Shore communities have gotten used to coastal storms, with towns investing millions in new infrastructure to handle increased flood-
ing. Climate scientists warn that the warmer oceans of the future are likely to create more powerful hurricanes by the end of this century.  
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OPINION

By BILL BARLOW

WASHINGTON - As if 2020 didn’t have enough 
going for it already, forecasters expect an especial-
ly busy hurricane season this year.  

“It’s one of the most active predicted since 
2005, which was a very active year,” said Monica 
Allen, a spokeswoman with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). “We’re 
predicting 25 named storms for this year. That’s 
more than we’ve ever predicted.”

For those with short memories, 2005 shattered 
records, with 31 tropical or subtropical cyclones 
recorded. Ultimately, there were 27 named storms 
that year, exhausting the letters of the alphabet. Of 
those, 15 reached the level of a hurricane, with 
four of those reaching Category 5, the highest 
ranking on the existing scale.

Most remember Hurricane Katrina, which 
devastated the Gulf Coast and dealt a catastrophic 
blow to New Orleans, but the strongest storm of 
that year was Wilma, which barreled along, in 
October, taking a deadly and costly toll, in Mexico, 
Florida, and elsewhere. 

That was the most intense cyclone of the 
western hemisphere on record up until Hurricane 
Patricia intensified off Mexico’s Pacific Coast, in 
2015, the most intense tropical cyclone on record 
in terms of wind speed, reaching the Category 5 
top of the scale in record time, with maximum 
sustained wind speeds recorded at an extraordi-
nary 215 mph. 

So far, this season has not seen anything so 
intense, although Tropical Storm Isaias struck 
Cape May County hard. Intense winds battered 
the area, with the most dramatic damage from a 
tornado that tore through Marmora.

Later, Tropical Storm Kyle passed the coast (Page A20 Please)

Daughter’s Murder Prompts Father to 
Promote Rideshare Safety

By CARL PRICE

NORTH WILDWOOD – Seymour Josephson 
stepped to the microphone, at the Aug. 18 North 
Wildwood City Council meeting, to talk about his 
organization, the #whatsmyname Foundation, 
born after his 21-year-old daughter, Samantha, 
mistakenly got into a car she believed to be 
manned by an Uber driver. 

The vehicle’s locks were disabled, and the 
University of South Carolina senior was trapped 
by a man who would brutally take her life.

Josephson, of Robbinsville Township (Mercer 
County), admitted that recalling the events still 
choked him up, but he had a story to tell that 
might keep another parent from suffering what 
he and his family endured.

Samantha, or Sami, as she is known by family 
and friends, was abducted March 29, 2019, just 
months before graduating, and was looking for-
ward to Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School 
of Law, where she was offered a scholarship. 

She left a bar in the Five Points area of Colum-
bia, South Carolina, at 2 a.m., and got into a black 
Chevy Impala allegedly driven by 24-year-old 
Nathaniel Rowland, mistaking the vehicle and 
driver for her Uber.

Samantha was being tracked by her boyfriend 
on his cellphone, who soon realized something 
wasn’t right. She was reported missing the next 
afternoon, and her body was found soon after. 
Rowland was arrested and charged with kidnap-

ping and murder.
Samantha’s blood was found in the back seat 

and trunk of the car, as she suffered multiple 
stab wounds.

Josephson, his wife, Marci, and daughter, 
Sydney, wasted little time creating a foundation 
aimed at sparing other parents from having to go 
through what they were experiencing.

Ridesharing safety laws were passed, in South 
Carolina and New Jersey, and a national bill passed 
Congress, revised to be even stronger by the 
Senate, and is being sent back to the House for a 
vote there, then the Senate and soon thereafter 
to the president’s desk for his signature.

The law would require all rideshare vehicles 
to have lighted signs in the windshield and a QR 
(quick response) code that passengers can scan 
from outside the vehicle that confirms the ride 
and other safety measures.

Uber and Lyft, national rideshare companies, 
joined the cause and are helping the Josephson’s 
get their message out.

Last year, Uber introduced Verify Your Ride, 
which provides riders with a four-digit pin that 
they can verbally provide to their driver, who will 
have to enter it into their app to start the trip. Lyft 
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Middle Township Schools Plan for Hybrid Reopening
312 Students, 13 Teachers 

Opt out of In-person Instruction  

By KAREN KNIGHT

This is the first of a two-part series on local 
schools reopening.

COURT HOUSE - While the projected school 
day will be anything but normal this September 
because of COVID-19, parents attending meetings 
where school reopening plans were presented 
over the past several weeks were asking the usual 
questions about transportation, school supplies, 
and schedules. 

What was different this year, however, were 

the parents asking how to explain COVID-19 pre-
cautions to their children, or what would happen 
should the school experience a virus outbreak. 

Following the state Department of Education 
(NJDOE) and Department of Health (NJDOH) 
guidelines (https://bit.ly/32atEsE), students and 
faculty must wear face masks while in school. 
If they ride a bus, they will need to wear a face 
mask, and the windows will be open. 

They may have assigned seats, or sit only one 
per row. For most students, their temperatures 
will be taken before they enter any building, 
where they will wash their hands often, sit 6 feet 
apart from each other, and do their classroom 
work. Others will be screened at home first, 
followed by screening in the classroom. 

Lunch and breakfast will be eaten at their 
desks, where they will be allowed to talk with 
friends. If they are allowed outside, they will play 
games that keep them apart and safe.

If remote learning, hopefully, the internet and 
technology will work as it should. Students will 
follow a schedule of distance learning classes, do 
their work, and have little interaction with class-
mates. If they “act up” and present a disciplinary 
problem, parents may still get called. Attendance 
will be taken.

Middle Township School administrators stress 
their reopening plans are intended to balance the 
safety of students and staff, as well as the desire 
to return to school Sept. 8.

They acknowledge there will still be active 

COVID-19 cases when school reopens, with a 
vaccine not yet available. 

They also realize there may be multiple waves 
of virus outbreaks, schools are operating with 
reduced state revenues while incurring increased 
costs to stop the virus’s spread, and there will be 
changing guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and government 
officials. 

Most Students Opt for Classroom Instruc-
tion

Approximately 12%, or 312, of Middle 
Township schools’ 2,600 students opted out of 
in-person instruction. As of Aug. 12, 13 teachers 

far out to sea, while Tropical Storm Josephine 
dissipated Aug. 16. Late last week, forecasters 
were keeping an eye on Tropical Storm Laura, 
which eventually strengthened into a hurricane, 
as it approached Florida, with yet another storm 
forming behind it. If that storm continues to 
strengthen, it will be named Marco.

In August, the National Weather Service up-
dated its 2020 prediction, stating that this year 
is already in line to be one of the busiest storm 
seasons on record. Officials called for caution and 
preparation as the season continues.

“We encourage all Americans to do their part 
by getting prepared, remaining vigilant, and being 

ready to take action when necessary,” stated U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross.

Hurricane season continues until Nov. 30.

Warming Seas Equals Stronger Storms
While officials worry about the dangers of 
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Carl Price

Seymour Josephson explains the S.A.M.I. 
program sign to North Wildwood City Council 
Aug. 18. His daughter, Samantha, was mur-
dered by a man who posed as an Uber driver.


