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What’s
THIS?

The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 

local journalism. Thank you!

Herald Seeks 
Reader Support

RIO GRANDE - The Herald’s website is 
transitioning to subscription-only access to 
news content, asking readers to join the cause 
and support local journalism.

Through August, the Herald is offering free 
access to all registered users. Also, through 
August, digital subscriptions are available at 
$30/year (less than $1/week). In September, 
subscriptions will increase to $50/year (still 

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Schools across the county 
will open in September under the threat of Covid 
outbreaks due to spikes in state cases caused by 
the highly transmissible delta variant.

In May, Gov. Phil Murphy announced schools 
are required to provide full-day, full-time, in-per-
son instruction, as they had before the pandemic. 
In June, the governor said mask requirements at 
schools in the fall would be a local school district 
decision. That changed when the delta variant led 
to a new surge in cases; evidence from across the 
nation showed a higher percentage of infected 
children than with earlier variants, and Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
guidance was altered to recommend masking in 
schools.  

Now, schools are still working to ensure 
children receive full-time, in-person instruction 

“Any student refusing to wear a 

mask in a required setting will be 

sent home, and the refusal will 

constitute a disciplinary event.”

Schools Plan to Open Amid Spike in Covid Cases

while coping with a new mask mandate, which 
the governor issued Aug. 6. The mandate applies 
to indoor school facilities, buses and other school 
vehicles. There are exceptions, but most students 
attending school in fall 2021 will be masked. The 
mandate also applies to all staff and visitors.

In ordering the return to masks, Murphy cited 
the fact that children under 12 are not eligible 
to receive available vaccines, the recent surge 
in new cases, and data showing children more 
susceptible to the delta variant. Murphy said that 
“anyone telling you that we can open schools 

safely without masks is lying to you.”
Health Commissioner Judith Persichilli added 

to the concern when she noted that less than 
50% of the 12- to 18-year-old eligible population 
is fully vaccinated.

Legal challenges to Murphy’s order exist, but 
unless they gain traction in the courts, masks 
will be required. 

Upper Township School District stated that any 
student refusing to wear a mask in a required 
setting will be sent home, and the refusal will 
constitute a disciplinary event.

The county’s 16 public school districts, as well 
as private and parochial schools, must comply 
with Murphy’s Executive Order 241. The man-
dates stop there, for now.

A 15-page safety and health guidance booklet, 
The Road Forward (https://bit.ly/3Dki1RJ), 

(Page A12 Please)

Analysis

NJ Leads Outbound Moving 
Survey While Population Grows

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - This month, United Van Lines 
published its 44th Annual National Migration 
Study, using the national moving company’s data 
to show how many people are moving inbound 
or outbound from each state. 

It is a limited data set, which can provide only 
a slanted view of the process of state-to-state mi-
gration. It is one company’s data, and it is biased 
in favor of those who can afford a mover. 

For all its limitations, the data is suggestive and 
eagerly consumed each year.

New Jersey, for the third consecutive year, is 
the state with the highest outbound percentage. 

For 2020, 68.5% of the New Jersey interstate 
moves tracked in the study were outbound, leav-
ing a scant 31.5% as inbound.

The study provides a limited analysis of who is 
moving, and why. One in three of those moving 
outbound are doing so because of retirement. Only 
7% of those moving into the state cite retirement 
as the reason. At least for this subset of individuals, 
retirement is something best done elsewhere. 

The leading reason for moving into the state 
is a job. Over 40% cite work as their reason for 
migrating into New Jersey. 

The data show that those coming into the 
state are younger than those moving out, which 
fits with work drawing people in and retirement 
influencing their leaving. Even if over 40% of 
those coming say a job is the leading reason, 

N.J. LEADS IN OUTBOUND MOVING
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By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - “Was it worth it?”  seems to 
be the question, as the U.S. and its allies with-
draw from Afghanistan by the 20th anniversary 
of 9/11.

Based on comments and interviews of Cape 
May County residents about their reaction to the 
current situation in Afghanistan, people are frus-
trated with some of the decisions, wonder about 
others, and express sorrow for the families and 
veterans who lost loved ones during the 20-year 
war on terror.

Locals Express Frustration, Sorrow 

Over Afghanistan Withdrawal

“As a Navy veteran who served on board one of 
the first ships in theatre at the start of Operation 
Enduring Freedom, it is absolutely devastating 
to see 20 years of blood, sweat, tears and death 
nullified in NINE DAYS!,” wrote Erik Delinski, on 
Facebook (https://bit.ly/2UJPiEm), in response 
to the Herald seeking comments. “To be force-
fully evicted, by a militant organization, from an 
embassy is the ultimate black eye on any foreign 
policy or diplomacy! Sad sad times for America.”

In Apr i l  2021,  Pres ident  Joe  Biden 

Biden announced that U.S. forces would leave 
Afghanistan by September 2021. The Taliban, 
which continued to capture and contest territory 
across the nation despite ongoing peace talks 
with the Afghan government, ramped up attacks 
on Afghan National Defense and Security Forces 
(ANDSF) bases and outposts and began to rapidly 
seize more territory. 
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By ERIC CONKLIN

CREST HAVEN - Cape May County’s newest practical nurses, enduring 
rigorous coursework made more difficult by a once-in-a-lifetime pandemic, 
earned their nursing pins Aug. 16.

At Cape May County Technical High School, in front of family and friends, 
the 23-student group graduated from Cape May County Technical School 
District’s practical nursing program, in the district’s 59th graduation and 
lamp-lighting ceremony. The event returned indoors this year, after being 

‘Resilient’ Practical 
Nursing Grads Aid 
Vaccination Efforts

Cape Tech’s Program Graduates 23; 

14 Earn Honors
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   Eric Conklin
Class of 2021 graduates proceed down a makeshift aisle, with their 
ceremonial nursing lamps in hand.

COVID-19
New reported 
cases: 313

CAPE MAY COUNTY

Aug. 14-20, 2021

564 19 2

Active
cases:

Hospitalizations
as of Aug. 23:

Deaths this 
week:
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