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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.
This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 
free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help  
support local journalism. 
Thank you!
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Judge: N. Wildwood Can Proceed  
with $21M Suit Against DEP

Shay Roddy
Attorney Anthony Bocchi, right, argues on behalf of North Wildwood, saying one 
moderate storm could be catastrophic for the city’s north-end beachfront infra-
structure unless immediate action is taken. His colleague, Neil Yoskin, left, makes 
notes.

By SHAY RODDY

COURT HOUSE – A judge ruled North Wildwood will 
not be allowed to build an extension of its bulkhead – at 
least for now – but that it may proceed with a $21 mil-
lion counterclaim it filed against the state Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP). 

In an order issued on the record in Cape May County 
Superior Court Feb. 1, Judge Michael J. Blee granted 
the DEP’s motion for a temporary restraining order, 
prohibiting the city from building a bulkhead in front 
of its Beach Patrol headquarters and other vulnerable 
coastline where it had planned construction of the 
storm defense mechanism. Blee also granted the city’s 
motion for leave to file its counterclaim. 

As part of the court’s restraining order, North Wild-
wood is prohibited from excavation, placement, or 
regrading of sand between 14th and 16th avenues with-
out a permit from the DEP. The city is also prohibited 
from constructing or reshaping dunes or access points 
between 16th and 25th avenues without a permit from 
the state, the order states.

Blee ordered North Wildwood to file a new request 
for emergency authorization to complete that work 
within 10 days. 

Blee’s ruling only reinforces a position the DEP had 
already maintained was a matter of law. However, North 
Wildwood flouted the regulation, moving large equip-
ment to the area, ordering bulkhead building supplies 
and regrading the sand.

Now, the city would be in direct violation of a court 
order if it proceeds with any work prior to approval of 
the emergency authorization request the judge ordered 
the city to submit. (Page A13 Please)

By SHAY RODDY 

PETERSBURG – In response to a letter from an 
attorney representing the Herald, the Upper Town-
ship Board of Education released the unredacted 
separation agreement it reached with former 
Superintendent Vincent Palmieri.

The previously redacted portions of the agree-
ment do not reveal a reason the district felt it 
necessary to part ways with Palmieri mid-school 
year. They do, however, prevent Palmieri from 
bringing any litigation against the school board or 
the district in the future.

In a Jan. 9 letter, sent in response to a Dec. 
20 request made by the Herald under the Open 
Public Records Act, Laurie Ryan, the records cus-
todian for the district, released a heavily redacted 
version of the document containing the terms of 
the arrangement. Multiple pages of the document 
were completely blacked out.

Upper School Board Releases Previously Redacted 
Palmieri Docs After Letter from Herald Attorney

This led to a public outcry over the school 
board’s lack of transparency in handling public 
documents and determining how 
to spend taxpayer money.

The Herald called Ryan, seeking 
an explanation for the redacted ma-
terial, but she told the newspaper 
the redactions were made by the 
board’s attorney, Brett Gorman. 

In a letter accompanying the 
redacted agreement, Gorman cit-
ed a statute exempting personnel 
information from being provided 
in public documents. Ryan said 
Gorman’s firm drafted the letter, 
and she signed it.

Gorman did not return calls 
from the Herald. After the next 
regular school board meeting, Jan. 
23, a Herald reporter reiterated the newspaper’s 

objection to the redactions to one of Gorman’s 
law partners, Frank P. Cavallo Jr. Cavallo told the 

reporter he would review the agree-
ment and call the following day, but 
he did not call nor return a message 
from the reporter.

On Jan. 26, C.J. Griffin, one of the 
state’s preeminent media law attor-
neys, sent a letter to Ryan on behalf 
of the Herald, citing the newspaper’s 
legal objections to the inadequate 
version of the agreement it received. 

In the letter, Griffin stated this 
would be the Herald’s attempt to 
resolve the matter before bringing 
litigation against the board and the 
district.

In a Jan. 31 email, from Gorman 
to Griffin, the board’s attorney re-

leased the unredacted agreement to the newspaper 

voluntarily after getting permission from counsel 
for Palmieri.

Gorman wrote to the Herald’s attorney: 
“The Upper Township School District is in 

receipt of your January 26, 2023 correspondence 
regarding your client’s OPRA request for the 

In meetings held off the record, first in chambers, 
including just the judge and counsel, and later with a 
larger group in a courthouse conference room, the two 
sides discussed the parameters of the request North 
Wildwood will submit in the coming days, according to 
persons privy to the discussions. 

The conference room meeting included the judge, 
counsel, North Wildwood Mayor Patrick Rosenello and 
other city representatives, as well as multiple DEP offi-
cials who did not appear at the counsel table. 

“A person seeking an emergency authorization must 
demonstrate there is an imminent threat to public health, 
safety, welfare or property, or a significant degradation 
to the environment, if work is not commenced immedi-
ately,” according to the DEP. 

North Wildwood contends that is obviously the case, 
and they asked the judge in court filings to make a site 
visit to the beach so he could see for himself. The DEP 
objected to that request.

The DEP argued what’s before the court is an issue of 
law, adding North Wildwood ignored required procedure 
when constructing existing bulkheads further north 
and didn’t adequately respond to notices of violation 
the DEP issued to the city related to that unauthorized 
work, during which the department also alleged the city 
destroyed existing wetlands. 

The DEP argued the city violated the Coastal Area 
Facility Review Act (CAFRA) by installing the bulkheads 
without a permit and, therefore, the state does not need 
to debate the merits of the project before the court since 
the project violated a statute. 

DEP said the city also violated the Freshwater Wetlands 

By COLLIN HALL

CREST HAVEN – As schools across Cape May County 
deal with shrinking student populations, Cape Tech has 
held steady, and Jamie Moscony, the school’s new super-
intendent, says that she anticipates student body growth. 

Beyond the excitement of more children in the school, 
a $19 million grant from the state is transforming nearly 
every aspect of the county’s technical school for the better. 
Here’s what the Herald learned from a one-on-one interview 
with Moscony.

A Game-changing Amount of Money
Cape May County is the second-least populated county 

in New Jersey. Despite this, Cape Tech is getting the largest 
cash influx of any school in the state. 

“We were shocked,” Moscony said. 
The money comes from a state government grant that will 

strengthen New Jersey’s technical schools and community 
colleges. This money will allow the school to grow rapidly, 

Big Money, Changes Coming to Cape Tech

Pictured is Cape Tech’s current boat-launch site, located behind the school via an 
access road. This area of the school is getting an overhaul with a new dock, a wider 
road, a storage barn for more water vehicles, and a two-story boathouse.

This QR code will direct you to 
this article, as it appears on the 
Herald’s website. There, you will 
find PDFs of various communica-
tions between the Upper Township 
School District and the Herald, as 
well as a copy of the unredacted 
agreement.


