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Jesus Has Risen
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was cru-

cified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will 
see him.’ Now I have told you.”

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Sud-
denly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

~ Matthew 28:5-10

Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.Used by permission. All rights reserved.

2020 Easter 
Celebrations 
Easter celebrations may look a little different this year, 

but if you live in Cape May County, we have a few ways 
you can celebrate from home! Find out how to Do Easter 
at Home on page A21 of the Do The Shore section 
with fun activities, where to find Easter candy and local 
restaurants that are open for takeout so you and your 
family can have an “eggcellent” Easter. You can also find 
out more about remote Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
services from local churches on page A19.

(Page A4 Please)
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Easter Is Because 

He Is Risen
By REV. JENNIFER BOLTON

Every year, right after Valentine’s Day, the stores 
begin to fill their shelves with fluffy bunnies, delicious 
chocolate candies, and pastel plastic eggs. It is the first 
glimmer that spring is just around the corner, and the 
prospect of summer is not far away. 

At the same time in churches around the world, a very 
special story is being told. The story of Jesus’ death on 
the cross, and the Divine resurrection three days later 
on Easter morning. 

I recently was wondering if we have heard the story 
so often that we sometimes forget the great impact that 
the resurrection had on the world. I was also thinking 
about the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 

At Christmas time we can turn to virtually any chan-
nel to find this movie playing at some point during the 
season. It has a great and timeless message. How would 
our world be changed if certain events did not happen 
in our life? And that is when I thought how would the 
world be if the Resurrection never happened?

What if the story went like this? Early on Sunday 
morning Mary Madelene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James and other women went to the grave of Jesus, and 
took spices to prepare his body. 

As they came to the tomb, they immediately saw 
the huge stone that blocked their way. With all of their 
strength they rolled back the huge rock to uncover the 
tomb in which Jesus lay. 

They went to work quickly. The women wept, for they 
realized that all Jesus had spoken about was gone. Their 
teacher will never teach again, and the hope they had 

Why Does Elijah 
Appear at Passover?

By RABBI RON ISAACS

One of the most fascinating of all the Jewish Prophets 
is Elijah, who lived in the Ninth century B.C.E. He has 
been described as the most romantic and enigmatic 
character in all of Jewish history. Known for his acts of 
wonder, stories about his amazing abilities abound in 
Jewish literature and legend. 

He was able to revive children near death, predict 
droughts as a penalty for the introduction of the 
Phoenician cult into Israel and even cure toothaches. 
When Queen Jezebel had Naboth murdered in order to 
obtain his vineyard for her husband King Ahab, Elijah 
denounced him for the crime of murder. 

Due to his great zeal for God, the Bible (Malachi 3:24) 
tells us that Elijah was transported to heaven without 
dying in a chariot of fire. And so, it became a cherished 
widespread belief that the Prophet Elijah would appear 
again to restore Israel. “And he will turn the hearts of 
fathers to their children and the hearts of children to 
their fathers.” (Malachi 3:24) 

The Prophet Malachi built onto this story with his 
prophecy that Elijah would be sent by God before the 
coming of the great and terrible days of God. Thus began 
the connection between Elijah and the promise of the 
Messianic age.

For centuries many legends and much folklore sur-
rounding Elijah have firmly established him as the fore-
runner of the Messiah. He is not considered to be the 
actual Messiah, but he will herald the future redemption 
of Israel. And so, Elijah’s name is invoked weekly in Ju-
daism within the blessing after the meal and on Saturday 
night when the Jewish people separate the holy Sabbath 
from the weekdays and sing a song to Elijah during a 


