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‘Potential of Fraud is There’
County Clerk Raises 

Concerns for Nov. 3 Election

By BILL BARLOW

COURT HOUSE – Cape May County Clerk Rita 
Fulginiti posted the official results of the July 7 
primary July 28, weeks after the vote (https://bit.
ly/2O9EwA4). She cited the tremendous amount 
of labor involved in a vote-by-mail election for 
the delay.

“The tally takes much longer,” she said.
That included about 2,300 provisional ballots 

in a county that typically handles a fraction of 
that number. Those who voted in person at the 
reduced number of polling stations received a 
provisional ballot in the primary.

This year’s primary election was delayed more 
than a month, from June 2. In May, Gov. Phil 
Murphy signed an executive order declaring that 
the vote would take place primarily by mail, with 
a limited number of polling places available, in 
response to the ongoing pandemic.

The method seemed to increase participation, 
but, according to Fulginiti, also brought problems, 
including delay in the final tally and concern from 
some voters.

“I was one of eight clerks who met with the 
governor’s office and the secretary of state urging 

in November that voters have the option of voting 
on a machine in a polling place,” she said, de-
scribing a vote primarily by mail as troublesome.

With an exceptionally contentious presidential 
race coming in November, Fulginiti expects a 
high turnout.

“We can’t have any problems,” she said.
The issue has been heating up around the 

nation, with President Donald Trump repeatedly 
alleging that mail-in ballots lead to increased 
incidence of voter fraud. Several national news 
organizations challenged the assertion, and a June 
report from The Brookings Institution, a centrist, 
non-partisan research group, argued there is no 
evidence mail-in ballots increase voter fraud 
(https://brook.gs/2P9KbH9).

“I understand what the issues are and the 
potential of fraud is there. In Cape May County, 
we managed an election fairly and securely, but 
there are issues,” Fulginiti said. For instance, she 
cited ballots mailed automatically to all registered 
voters. If the voting lists are not up-to-date, a ballot 
could be sent to someone who died or moved, 
presenting an opportunity for the receiver to post 
a fraudulent ballot.

Fulginiti was interviewed for this story July 
29, the day before Trump suggested delaying the 
election, citing potential fraud.

Republicans and Democrats dismissed the idea, 
saying the nation has held national elections on 
time through pandemics, world wars, civil war, 
and other catastrophes. Constitutional experts say 
the president has no authority to reschedule the 
election, and from the national reaction, it did not 
sound likely that Congress would be on board.
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Regional Transportation Plan Offers Little to County
By CAPE ISSUES

Every four years, the federal government re-
quires recipients of federal transportation funds 
to update long-range plans for how the funds will 
be distributed and used. We are currently in the 
process of completing that task.

One document that drives that planning effort 
is the Regional Transportation Plan (RTA). The 
RTA, a newly updated 200-page plan covering 

four South Jersey counties, including Cape May 
County, carries the title Moving South Jersey 
Forward (https://bit.ly/30gLevi). It seeks to set 
a vision for transportation projects, funding and 
needs to 2050.

The report is in draft form and is available for 
public comment. You probably have not heard of 
the report or its predecessor document published 
in 2016. At the time of the 2016 version of the 
plan, the one public meeting held, in Cape May 

County, to gather resident comments was lightly 
advertised and drew six people.

Regional coordination of the RTA is the respon-
sibility of a federally designated regional planning 
organization - South Jersey Transportation Plan-
ning Organization (SJTPO). Through the SJTPO, 
Cape May County is part of a four-county South 
Jersey region, which also encompasses Atlantic, 
Cumberland, and Salem counties.

The draft document available for comment 

envisions a future much like the present, but 
less so. With a 30-year horizon to work with, the 
document pictures ongoing population loss, the 
continued aging of the population that remains, 
and a “distribution of jobs largely the same as it 
is today.” Rip Van Wrinkle could wake from a 
three-decade slumber and hardly know he had 
been asleep.
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Archer Senft’s ‘Doing Great’ 5 Years after Diving Accident

Pandemic Changes Bicycle/Pedestrian Paradigm

By KAREN KNIGHT

WEST CAPE MAY - If there’s one family who 
knows how life can change in the blink of an eye, 
it’s the Senft family, whose teenage son, Archer 
Senft, became a quadriplegic five years ago (Aug. 
5, 2015) when he dove into a sandbar to cool off 
after working the lunch rush as a cook at a local 
beach club and shattered his neck.

Now, at 22, the 6-foot-4-inch young man is 
looking forward to his fourth year of a five-year 
engineering program at the University of Penn-
sylvania, and working with his younger brother 
producing digital artwork, at slimeyard.com.

“He’s doing great,” Senft’s mother, Louise, said, 
as she reflected on how the family’s lives were 
changed that fateful day. The family has a home 
in West Cape May.

As a college student, Senft’s mother said her 
son “killed it” as a freshman, juggling his new 
experiences, living in a dorm designed especially 
for handicapped students, with his studies. His 
father, Billy, moved into an apartment nearby to 

By JEFFREY VECERE 
FOR CAPE ISSUES

It is fair to say that our lives have all 
changed in the past four months due to 
the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic. 
We are all creatures of habit, and change 
does not come easily to us. It would be 
difficult to name even one person that 
hasn’t had to adapt in some way to the 
modifications in our “life as normal.”

In New Jersey, there have been rec-

ommendations/regulations that have 
affected our employment status, where 
we work, if we have a job, where we eat, 
and where we exercise. These official 
executive orders were made to contain 
the virus and to keep us safe. Our local 
governments have had to make numer-
ous adjustments as the executive orders 
from Gov. Phil Murphy keep coming 
and/or keep being renewed.

How to exercise safely has been an 
area of change. Initially, exercising 

indoors was out of the question and 
the move to outdoor workouts was our 
only option. Bicycling became a great 
option that almost everyone is familiar 
with and could do. A recent TED Talk 
on YouTube titled, “The Amazing Way 
Bikes Can Change You” by Anthony 
Desnick is a good illustration of the 
benefits of cycling.

Bicycles have been flying off the 
shelves, as biking has become an easy 

help his son during the week.
“His second year, he really got slammed with 

the intensity and worked hard - 10 hours a day 
on his own - to keep up,” his mother said. “He 
made some really good friends. This spring, when 
school closed because of COVID-19, Penn put 
their courses online quickly, and it was a real 
equalizer for Archer.

“He would sometimes have to listen to his 
professors on a tape because he missed class,” she 
explained. “Now, with classes online, he got to 
see his professor and hear from his professor just 
like his peers. Exams were online for everyone, 
instead of him having to go to Special Services 
for assistance with them. The COVID shutdown 
has been a real interesting experience for him, 
and us.”

Because Senft’s immunity system is impacted 
by his quadriplegia, the Senfts have taken extra 
precautions during the pandemic to protect him. 
While his injury results in the need for extra care, 
over the five years the family has become used to 
it, his mother said.
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“It’s like an athlete preparing for the Olympics. 
You can’t have a slouch day,” she said. “Every day 
is a good workout because, if we slouch, Archer 
could get very ill. His skin needs to be tended to 
so there are no wounds. We are still caring for a 
wound that hasn’t healed from the placement of 

JEFFREY VECERE(Page A10 Please)

University of Pennsylvania
Louise Senft planned to launch a podcast 
today (Aug. 5), reflecting on her son’s recov-
ery and those who were a part of the efforts 
surrounding his recovery.


