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Report: Make City 
Bike Friendly, Add Nature Trail

By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - The Cape May Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Com-
mittee delivered a report to Cape May City Council July 2, with short, 
medium and long-term recommendations. William Murray, a former 
council member, serves as committee chair.

Proposed New Nature Trail
The presentation began with a proposal for a nature trail, named 

the Mt. Vernon Trail. The trail would start at the end of Mt. Vernon 
Avenue near Second Street, and move to a connection point with the 
existing Nature Conservancy Trail at Fifth Avenue. This trail would 
then continue south to Cape May Point State Park and the Cape May 
Lighthouse. The trail would be pedestrian-only, no bicycles allowed. 

The committee offered its proposals for the trail. They argued that 
it would support eco-tourism, promote physical activity and provide a 
safe route to the lighthouse. Tying their ideas to the existing concern 
over the parking problem in the city, the committee also promoted 
the proposed trail as a move which would enable people to go to the 
state park without using cars, reducing congestion and the need for 
parking spaces.

Committee Ideas
Following their pitch for the trail, the committee moved to a series 

of points, which have grown out of months of meetings. The list was 
presented by committee member James Moffatt.

Short-term
There were seven short-term points, which the committee hoped 

the city would turn to quickly. Those included a focus on specific 
streets and intersections. 

The report calls for reducing the speed limit on Elmira Street and 
installing a four-way stop at Broad Street. Another four-way stop was 

recommended for the intersection of Columbia Avenue and Franklin 
Street.

Throughout the report, the committee pushed for “continen-
tal-style crosswalks,” also known as zebra-striped crosswalks, which 
are designed to make the crosswalk more visible to oncoming cars. 
This section of the report called for such a crosswalk at Elmira and 
Venice streets.

The committee asked for better signage on Washington, Lafayette, 
and Perry streets, along with painted share-the-road arrows on several 
streets, most immediately on Elmira from Creek 
to Beach.

The short-term point
 concluded with a call for banning 

tent sales on the Promenade until 
10:30 a.m., a greater push by 
the city to get the county 
“Safe Route to School” 
project moving faster, and 
additional bicycle racks at 
several locations.

Medium-term
There were 11 medi-

um-term points. Those 
ranged from enhancing 
the bike lanes on Beach 
Avenue to the creation of a 
bike and pedestrian pathway 
across Kiwanis Park to the 
Physick Estate. 

More areas were added to the 
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What’s the County’s Oldest Tree?
By COLLIN HALL

With the collapse of the estimated 600-year-old Salem Oak in Salem 
County, a portal to the past has closed. The Salem Oak, the oldest white 
oak in New Jersey before it collapsed due to rot and stem failure, was 
here before Christopher Columbus arrived. 

Now, it will go the way of Columbus. 
Cape May County has its fair share 

of old trees, yet nobody seems to know 
where in the county is the oldest. It 
exists out there somewhere, but might 
hide in a marsh or along some roadside. 

The Shoemaker holly tree in Upper 
Township is more than 300 years old. 
It sits at a rest stop on the Garden State 
Parkway near well-worn picnic benches.  

This clash of ancient nature with mod-
ern convenience is symbolic of much of 
Cape May County’s makeup. 

“Noteworthy Trees of Cape May 
County” is a comprehensive guide to 
the county’s rarest and oldest trees. The 
book, published in 1948, mourns the 
fact that thousands of acres of white ce-
dar swamps were cut down “thoroughly, 
if not wisely” by the late 19th century, 
as the effects of the Industrial Revolution 
settled into all aspects of American life. 

Robert Alexander, the book’s late author, noted the county’s econo-
my relied on the export of white cedar and other wood. Shingles from 

these trees were exported to New York and the West Indies. “In 1857, 
there was not an acre of virgin growth of these trees left standing in 
the county,” he wrote.  

Although Pinelands Preservation Alliance reports that less than one-
sixth of the cedar swamps that once existed in New Jersey still stand 
today, trails such as the Great Cedar Swamp trail in Ocean View, show 

a glimpse of the natural might that once 
engulfed this county. 

Joseph Smith, Ph.D. in Environmen-
tal Science and Policy, a local ecologist 
with a passion for the preservation and 
restoration of Cape May’s natural luster, 
surfaced two of the “noteworthy trees” 
from the book. One of these, a 70-foot 
white poplar, was once, according to 
Smith, considered the oldest of its kind 
in the country. It stands at the end of 
Weeks Landing Road in Erma.

Hidden down this road is what re-
mains of a once-bustling port. The port is 
now a scenic location, but its economic 
and cultural relevance have disappeared. 

Smith, pointing to the large white 
poplars which tower over the old port, 
said: “These trees are noteworthy for 
their place in local history. They were 
planted at some point when this area 
was still a really busy port. 

“This was where fishermen would work, and oyster harvesters would 
come. There were docks here. 
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“There was a big farmhouse here where 
oysters were stored in the winter. There was 
a lot of commerce coming out of here. This 
was a direct route, before we had roads, to the 
barrier islands. This tree is just one leftover 
reminder of all that was going on back then.”

These poplars are not native to New Jersey. 
They were exported from Europe and were 
planted here when the port thrived. 

Although “Noteworthy Trees” mentions 
two prominent trunks on the white poplar, 
there are many more now. White poplars clone 
themselves through an intricate root system, 
and many of the white poplars at Weeks Land-
ing are genetically identical to the father tree 
listed in “Noteworthy Trees.” 

The next memorable tree rests in Middle 

Collin Hall
Joseph Smith examines the massive trunk of Beaver 
Dam Swamp’s bald cypress. 

County, City to Revamp Pacific Avenue 
By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD – According to the Department 
of Community Affairs, Wildwood ranks as the 
fifth most distressed city in the state. Camden, 
Salem City, Atlantic City, and Bridgeton com-
plete the list. 

The Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI) 
determines the rankings based on eight fac-
tors. It measures aspects of social, economic, 
physical, and fiscal conditions. 

Vacant storefronts line Pacific Avenue, al-
though several new businesses have opened 
in the past year. City and county officials have 
joined in a collaborative agreement, focused on 
redeveloping the downtown area. 

The agreement was passed by resolution 
June 26 during a City Commissioners’ meeting. 
According to the document, “the county (Cape 
May) has determined it in the best interest of 
the citizens of Cape May County to establish 
a Municipal Redevelopment Program for the 
purpose of assisting with the redevelopment 
of blighted, abandoned or disadvantaged com-
munities within the county.” 

Similar action was taken in Asbury Park and 
Atlantic City. 

The agreement also provides a Redevelop-
ment Advisory Committee, “in order to pro-
mote an open and transparent process.” The 
committee consists of eight members from var-
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Rachel Rogish
Pacific Avenue is a target for redevelopment. 
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