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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Join the Herald 
RIO GRANDE – When you choose to scan your 

Herald print copies, subscribe online or donate, 
you are joining with us to deliver strong local 
journalism for Cape May County.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but local 
advertising spending has declined - especially 
in recent years. This means less income to 
support the significant cost of news coverage, 
production, printing and delivering papers each 
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By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Over the last two years, the 
federal government has engaged in an unprece-
dented funding spree aimed at education needs 
created by the pandemic. 

In that span of time, Congress appropriated 
$275 billion across four broad areas of education 
funding. It did so largely through three separate 
funding acts – Coronavirus Aid Relief and Econom-
ic Security Act (CARES), Coronavirus Response 
and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA), 
and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).

The broad funding areas were Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) in the 
amount of $189.5 billion, Governor Emergency 
Education Relief (GEER) for $4.2 billion, Emer-
gency Assistance to Non-Public Schools (EANS) in 
the amount of $5.5 billion and Higher Education 
Emergency Relief (HEER) for $74.9 billion.

While it may seem pedantic to enumerate all 
the national funding acts and the variety of ways in 
which the funding was categorized, the important 
message is that this level of funding appears to 
have overwhelmed the nation’s school districts. 
The spending has been slow.

The federal dashboard shows that, as of four 
months ago, only 12% of all elementary and 
secondary relief funding had been spent. This is 

Analysis

Spending Slow on Federal Windfall to Schools

across all ESSER funding of almost $190 billion. 
A Brookings Institution study shows that only 
5% of the ARPA funding aimed at elementary 
and secondary schools has been spent, as of Jan. 
31, 2022.

The big problem is that barring some change in 
the laws governing the funding, this huge influx 
of money must be obligated and then spent by a 

certain deadline to avoid its return to the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury.

Across this maze of acronyms and funding 
amounts, New Jersey received a total of $6.2 
billion. Of that, Cape May County elementary and 
secondary public school districts were allocated a 
total of $44 million across all funding acts.

Twenty states have created public-facing dash-

boards to allow the public to see how the money 
is being spent. New Jersey is not one of those 
states. Transparency in the spending of ESSER 
funds in New Jersey is a challenge. What is known 
with some degree of certainty is how much was 
allocated to each municipal school district, the 
two county districts, and the one regional dis-
trict, which the Herald reported on in February, 
showing the amounts per district.

Of that $44 million, $2.9 million must be ob-
ligated by Sept. 30, 2022, $12.5 million must be 
obligated by Sept. 30, 2023, and the bulk of the 
money, $28.5 million, by Sept. 30, 2024. 

Most school districts are using the funds in 
order of the expiration dates, provided that the 
use they wish to address fits with the acceptable 
uses of each act’s funding. 

The problem is that the bulk of the money is in 
ARPA funding, setting up a situation where the 
pace of spending will have to increase rapidly to 
meet the deadlines.

The spending pattern has also been impacted by 
the schedules of the federal government in finally 
allocating the funds to the states. It was just three 
months ago that the U.S. Department of Education 

Recreational Weed Sales Begin  
Day After 420

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Nearly 2,800 international 
students have applied for summer work in Cape 
May County, hopefully helping to end a seasonal 
shortage of workers that worsened during the 
past two years because of the Covid pandemic.

According to a U.S. Department of State offi-
cial, there are 4,872 applicants in initial status 
for the 2022 Summer Work Travel Program for 
New Jersey and 2,767 of those are in Cape May 
County. At present, there are “no plans to curtail 
participation from any country at this time,” 
including Russia. 

There is a hitch, however, because the “U.S. 
Mission in Russia no longer offers non-diplomatic 
visa services due to the Russian government’s 
April 23 notification prohibiting the U.S. Embassy 
Russia from employing foreign nationals in any 
capacity,” according to the Embassy’s website. 
“Russian nationals may continue applying for 
non-immigrant visas at any U.S. embassy or con-
sulate where they can obtain an appointment.” 

Businesses ‘Cautiously Optimistic’  
About Seasonal Help

The U.S. Department of State has designated 
the U.S. Embassy in Warsaw to process immigrant 
visas for residents of Russia.  

Russia is typically one of the top 10 countries 
with students participating in the Summer Work 
Travel Program, according to the U.S. Department 
of State. In pre-pandemic 2019, Russia sent 4,828 
students as part of the Summer Work Travel Pro-
gram, the eighth highest-sending country. Ukraine 
sent 849 that year.

According to a U.S. Department of State official, 
“U.S. Embassy Moscow has been unable to pro-
cess most visas in Moscow for several months due 
to the Russian government’s forced reduction of 
our workforce. Non-immigrant visa applications, 
including J-1s, may be processed wherever an 
applicant is physically located, and appointments 
are available.”

The department has continually informed and 
updated program sponsors about visa appointment 
capacity, so that sponsors can make appropriate 
recruiting decisions, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State official.

This has resulted in some businesses rethinking 
how they recruit students. According to a previous 
Herald report, Vicki Clark, president, Cape May 
County Chamber of Commerce, told the Cape 
May County League of Municipalities March 24 
that she spoke with one employer who recruit-
ed 31 students from Jamaica and another who 
recruited 90 students from a variety of different 
countries.

She also mentioned a conversation with an em-
ployer who recruited two students from Ukraine, 
who said they can go to Poland and then travel to 
the U.S. Likewise, another employer said he has 
students coming from Russia, and they will go to 
Istanbul and then to the U.S.

A major employer of international students is 
Morey’s Piers, in Wildwood. Denise Beckson, vice 
president of human resources, Morey’s Piers, said, 
“Our first concern is for the safety and well-being 
of the people in war-torn regions. Sponsors and 
employers have been aware that Russian students 

By SHAY RODDY

TRENTON - For New Jersey weed smokers, 
April 21 may usurp 420 as the ultimate marijuana 
holiday this year.

One day after the widely recognized annual 
pot-smoking celebration, adults 21 and over will 
be able to purchase cannabis legally, and without 
a medical prescription. Gov. Phil Murphy called 
it a “historic step” in the state’s work to create a 
legal marijuana industry. 

The state approved seven alternative treatment 
centers to begin adult-use cannabis operations, 
including at 13 retail dispensaries. The first 
phase of distributors to open all already sold 
medical marijuana. Applications for independent 
dispensaries are being accepted and reviewed 
now by the state. 

While none of the initial 13 legal shops are in 
Cape May County, regulations allow for dispen-
saries to deliver, and it is unclear if any will offer Joshua Rainey Photography/Shutterstock.com

that service to Cape May County residents. New 
Jersey residents can purchase up to one ounce of 
marijuana and possess up to six ounces.

The closest retail locations will be The Bota-
nist’s locations on the Atlantic City Boardwalk 
and in Egg Harbor Township, according to the 
state’s website. There will also be a Columbia 
Care location in Vineland. 

Websites for the dispensaries show different 
strains of flower available now to medical patients 
for close to $60 per eighth, vape pen cartridges 
for about the same price, as well as pre-rolled 
joints, shake, and a selection of limited edibles 
at other price points. 

New Jersey has indicated it will not allow the 
types of edibles that resemble candies or sweets, 
like gummy bears and chocolates, which are 
available in other states and on the black market, 
to be sold recreationally. 

CAPE MAY COUNTY ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOL EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDING

7%

28%

65%

$2,932,442

Coronavirus Aid Relief and
Economic Security Act

$12,513,763

Coronavirus Response
and Relief Supplemental
Appropria�ons

$28,543,736
American Rescue Plan Act

Total: $43,989,941

Sources: US Department of Education Education
Stabilization Fund; New Jersey Department of Education Herald graphic/ Krishna Mathias


