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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!
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WEEKLY FEATURES

Woodbine Veteran Recalls Life’s Experiences
By KAREN KNIGHT

WOODBINE - When Bill Fitzgerald, of Wood-
bine, was 18, in 1944, World War II was well 
underway. He had graduated from high school 
in upstate New York and had just been drafted. 

He didn’t expect to return home alive, so he 
spent that summer at a lake in the woods, enjoying 
the Adirondack Mountains’ beauty.

“I loved that region,” the now 95-year-old vet-
eran said. “I wanted to spend what I thought were 
my last days on this Earth in that beautiful area.”

He volunteered for the mountain troops, but, 
after his training, ended up as a paratrooper for 
the Army’s Airborne Division, landing in the 
Philippines. 

The Philippines campaign was the American, 
Mexican, Australian, and Filipino operation to  
expel the Imperial Japanese Army occupying the 
Philippines during World War II.

Fitzgerald said the Japanese Army overran  the 

BILL FITZGERALD

Philippines during the first half of 1942. The 
liberation of the Philippines commenced with 
amphibious landings Oct. 20, 1944.

The U.S. and Philippine Commonwealth 
military forces were progressing in liberating 
territory and islands when the Japanese forces 
in the Philippines were ordered to surrender by 
Tokyo Aug. 15, 1945, after the dropping of the 
atomic bombs on mainland Japan and the Soviet 
invasion of Manchuria.

“There were thousands of Japanese soldiers in 
the jungles on the islands,” Fitzgerald recalled. 
“Most of their rifles and ammunition were gone. 
We had to round up everyone for the eventual 
surrender by the Japanese. If they didn’t surren-
der, though, we were preparing for the eventual 
invasion of Japan in November 1945.”

Read more on page A23 
in our Veterans Section

By REBECCA FOX

OCEAN CITY – A Nov. 6 open house, hosted 
by Ocean City, in conjunction with Ocean Wind 
representatives, addressed public questions, 
comments, and concerns regarding the offshore 
wind project.

Attendants entering the Ocean City Music Pier, 
where the open house was held, were immedi-
ately met with opposition to the project, as signs 
of protest - “Save Our Shoreline” and “Whales 
and Turbines Don’t Mix” - were on display out-
side, as well as an inflatable whale pool float and 
signs seeking signatures on a petition against the 
project. 

The town hall began with a welcome from 
Meteorologist Dan Skeldon, who moderated the 
event, followed by a presentation by Pilar Pat-
terson, permit manager for Orsted (the Danish 
energy company developing the project). 

During the presentation, Patterson said the 
project would cut around 110 million tons of car-

Controversial Wind Farm Discussed at OC Town Hall

GOP Sweeps 
CMCo Races

bon dioxide in the atmosphere during the project’s 
lifespan, which would be equivalent to taking over 
20 million cars off New Jersey’s roads, part of the 
state’s investment in environmental protection. 

One of the project’s goals is “supplying more 
than 3.2 million New Jersey homes with offshore 
wind power by 2035,” according to the project’s 
website. 

The wind turbines would be located approxi-
mately 15 miles off the state’s southern shores, 
according to Patterson. The current proposal 
includes a grid pattern with about 98 turbines. 
Commercial operations could start by the end 
of 2024.

“There is an investment of nearly $700 million 
in New Jersey because of the Ocean Wind project, 
and we are anticipating creating more than 1,000 
direct jobs during the construction period,” Pat-
terson said during the presentation. 

The project proposes two points of connection. 
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Courtesy oceanwind.com
This rendering shows what the wind turbines would look like from the Boardwalk, at 5th Street, 
in Ocean City.

Karen Dickinson

By ERIN LEDWON

COURT HOUSE – Unofficial results for the 
Nov. 2 general election showed 38,432 ballots 
cast out of 74,494 registered voters, as of 9 a.m. 
Nov. 9, with a turnout of nearly 52%. 

The results, published on the Cape May 
County Clerk’s election website, include 
tallies from Election Day voting machines, 
early voting, and mail-in ballots. They do not 
include provisional ballots or mail-in ballots 
postmarked by Election Day, which were able 

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - “If you think you have a good 
idea that will help society, then keep at it, make 
it happen,” is the advice Middle Township High 
School senior Angelina Maffei has to offer, as 
part of a five-student team that placed third in a 
science, technology, engineering, arts, and math 
(STEAM) competition with an app inspired by 
her twin brother.

Her team, featuring seniors Charlotte Grayson, 
Kristen Kallok, and Emily Mawhinney, all of Court 
House, and Julia Quinn, of Dennis Township, 
was chosen as an award-winning team of the 
2021 Virtual STEAM Tank Challenge by the New 
Jersey School Boards Association, sponsored by 
the U.S. Army. 

Overall, the team of seniors won third in their 
high school division, with an app inspired by a 
connection to issues enabling communication.

Maffei, who has been working on the app since 
eighth grade, brought her “passion for science” to 
the competition, to enable her brother, Nicholas, 
who has Down syndrome and uses sign language, 
to better communicate. 

Her fellow students joined her as freshmen, 
learning how to program, build and market the 
app using social media and other methods.

The app - “What’s the Sign?” - translates sign 

language unlike other translators on the market. 
Their prototype not only translates, but also ani-
mates words, not just letters, in sign language by 
utilizing GIFs.

It was challenging to find the time to develop 
the content for the app, according to Maffei, but 
she and the team kept at it.

“The main goal was to bridge the gap that’s in 
society,” said Maffei, “... make it more of an inclu-
sive place and be able to connect more people.”  

The team tested their prototype with their local 
deaf community, including Maffei’s brother, who 
they say responded well. 

“It can be used to supplement sign language,” 
she noted.

They also interviewed numerous professionals 
in the technology field, such as specialists at Intel 
and special education teachers at their school. 
Maffei hopes to become a special education 
teacher.

“I am constantly amazed by our students,” 
stated Superintendent Dr. David Salvo, in a press 
release from the event sponsors. “Their dedication 
to the creation of something that could potentially 
change the way we engage with those who aren’t 
able to communicate just as you or I would, it’s 
beyond their years. I’m humbled by their passion 

MTHS Seniors Develop App  
that Translates Sign Language

Provided
Kristen Kallock, Emily Mawhinney, Angelina 
Maffei, Julia Quinn and Charlotte Grayson, 
seniors at Middle Township High School, devel-
oped an app to help people communicate better. 


