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Domestic Violence, Abuse Cases Rise
By KAREN KNIGHT 

COURT HOUSE – The state’s COVID-19 hotline 
isn’t the only hotline with rising callers.  

Calls to the Coalition Against Rape & Abuse 
Inc. (CARA) jumped 10% in the first week that 
COVID-19 stay-at-home orders were issued. 
While calls have stabilized, counselors are having 
more sessions than ever before.

Additionally, more people are using their com-
munity food bank.

“I think people are afraid,” said Claire Galiano, 
CARA executive director. “I’ve told my staff to put 
in the extra hours as they have to, to be there for 
them (callers). We are not shutting down.”

Since March 15, when Cape May County 
stay-at-home orders were declared, Galiano said 
counselors have been working remotely and using 
online resources and tools to stay in touch with 
clients and help those who call. During that first 
week, she said they received 155 additional calls 
for sexual and domestic abuse. Normally, during 
a month, they receive about 500 calls on their 
hotline (1-877-294-2272) and local numbers (1-
609-522-6489).

“This lockdown has been very hard on people,” 
she said. “That first week when our numbers 
jumped, I think people were fearful of what was 
going to happen; a lot of people were out of jobs. 

It was very concerning.”
The domestic violence cases who have come to 

the shelter in the past weeks are also “more seri-
ous,” she noted. “People are so isolated.” It’s the 
isolation that has the county Prosecutor’s Office 

concerned since family, friends, co-workers and 
school staff might have helped identify potential 
victims or abusers in the past.

“We’re worried that domestic and child abuse 
might be under-reported,” said Paul Skill, chief of 

county detectives, Cape May County Prosecutor’s 
Office. “We saw some increased activity that first 
week, as well, but I’m not aware of any arrests in 
the county for domestic violence in the last two 
or three weeks (as of April 7).”

With increased stress at home due to the stay-
at-home order, loss of employment and other 
factors, Skill noted the department is concerned.

“I know it might be harder to report or call for 
help because everyone is at home,” Skill said, 
“but you should know that the services are still 
available if you need them. We are still issuing 
temporary restraining orders, we are still respond-
ing to calls. Whether you are an abuser or victim, 
know the services are available. Reach out.”

If a victim and/or family comes for help, 
Galiano said the clients and staff are practicing 
social distancing and following all medical and 
health protocols. 

“Some of our areas are communal, so we are 
allowing one person to use the kitchen or living 
room area, for example, then we wipe it down 
and wait 30 minutes before the next person goes 
in,” she explained.

Staff haven’t been laid off from the shelter, al-
though some are on administrative leave. Galiano 
said the agency had an emergency preparedness 
plan to help them anticipate how they would 
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Alfresco Dining May Aid Restaurants’ Season
By SHAY RODDY

NORTH WILDWOOD - Two mayors of the 
Wildwoods are fighting to not allow the coro-
navirus to damage their municipalities’ most 
important time of the year.

North Wildwood Mayor Patrick Rosenello and 
Wildwood Mayor Peter Byron are discussing ways 
to create a resolution that would allow restaurants 
and bars to add sidewalk-style outdoor seating 
and seating in adjacent parking lots this summer. 
The plans would allow social distancing while 

maintaining economic feasibility.
The current zoning restrictions would be re-

laxed for this summer only to allow restaurants 
– which Gov. Phil Murphy said might be forced to 
reopen at 50% capacity when eventually allowed 
dine-in seating - a viable chance to operate in the 
black for 2020.

“Some unacceptable percentage of restaurants 
would go under. The math just doesn’t work for 
most places,” Rosenello said, in a phone interview 
with the Herald.

“We felt it would be better to be proactive 

versus reactive,” Wildwood Mayor Byron said, 
in a separate interview. “We understand this 
is going to be a very, very difficult summer. We 
want to give them every tool we can for them to 
be successful, even during these horrible times.”

Governor Details Potential Changes 
Murphy detailed how he envisions restaurants 

opening, in an interview with Harry Hurley, on 
WPG-FM.

“When they open, they open at 50% capacity, 
not 100%, and each table has to be X-feet away 
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from the other one,” Murphy said. “That’s a very 
specific example of how I think we need to sort 
of begin to get back on our feet.”

Murphy added that he doesn’t believe a differ-
ent capacity level will be the stand-alone change 
in dine-in restaurant service this summer.

“Here’s what’s different,” he began, “there’s 
someone at the front door with one of these in-
stant thermometers who gives you a quick scan 
to make sure you’re not running a fever. You get 
inside, workers probably are, at least conceivably, 
masked and wearing gloves. They sanitize the 
tables more aggressively and more frequently. 
I’m not marrying myself to this.”  

Hope for the Summer 
In an interview April 9, with “CBS This Morn-

ing,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said 
summer vacations for Americans “could be in 
the cards” this year. With that news, from one 
of the most influential and conservatively opti-
mistic voices in the White House Coronavirus 

US Rep: Rules Need Change for Seasonal Businesses
By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Federal monies available under 
COVID-19 stimulus packages are “unfair” to seasonal busi-
ness owners, but U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd) promised 
April 9 that he is working to change that.

During a digital Town Hall meeting sponsored by the Cape 
May County Chamber of Commerce, about 130 participants 
heard VanDrew urge people to follow current health guide-
lines if they need to leave their home, his thoughts on the 
U.S. supply chain, and provided little in terms of when county 
businesses might re-open. Questions were submitted ahead 
of time by attendees.

Van Drew also announced he used $10,000 in campaign 
funds and $4,000 in personal funds to purchase Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE), including n95 and surgical 
masks, that will be distributed to local healthcare workers 
and citizens. 

Sharing the microphone with Vernon Hill II, chairman, 
Republic First Bancorp., Inc., Van Drew said he and Hill were 
working to change some of the rules that are being used to 
calculate loans, grants and other funding available to small 
businesses as a result of the pandemic. 

The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) provides fast relief 
to small businesses, self-employed individuals, independent 

Total	Cape	May	County	Cases	by	Day	of	County	Health	
Department	Report	as	of	April	13	

Source:	County	Department	of	Health	Releases	
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First	Confirmed	Case	March	18	

Total	Cases	April	13	=	167	

By VINCE CONTI 

COURT HOUSE - April 14: The first Cape 
May County case of COVID-19 infection was 
reported March 18. Today, almost four weeks 
later the county reports 167 confirmed cases 
and eight deaths.  Sixty eight of those new 
cases came in the last week with significant 
growth in positive test results in both Lower 
and Middle townships.

Much of the Lower Township surge in cases 
can be attributed to an outbreak at the Victoria 
Manor long- term care facility. One week ago 
on April 6 the county Department of Health 
(DOH) reported that 15 residents and 11 
staff at the Victoria Manor tested positive for 
the virus.  On that same day the total cases 
reported county-wide spiked by 30 confirmed 
individuals in a two-day tally. 

The progress of the virus in the county 
shows certain areas of early infection have 

Virus Spreads in County; 8 Dead
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