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Inside
By BILL BARLOW

WILDWOOD – Crowds flooded 
into this seaside resort for a chance 
to see President Donald Trump at 
his first political rally in New Jersey, 
Jan. 28.

“I love New Jersey, and I’m thrilled 
to be back right here in the Garden 
State,” Trump said, taking the stage 
at the Wildwoods Convention Cen-
ter a little after 7 p.m.

“Together, we’re achieving histor-
ic victories for New Jersey families. 
You see it every single day. The 
New Jersey unemployment rate has 
reached the lowest of all time. More 
people are working today in the State 
of New Jersey than ever before,” he 
told the crowd.

Speaking for about an hour, Trump 
touted a list of accomplishments, 
praised the economy and criticized 
Democrats, the media and others. 
He lauded U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew 
(R-2nd), a former Democrat, who 
requested a South Jersey rally after 
changing parties late in 2019.

Trump’s Rally
Outside

By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - Wildwood may 
have its reputation as a party town, 
but it outdid itself Jan. 28 when 
crowds descended around the board-
walk for a rally held by President 
Donald Trump inside the Wildwoods 
Convention Center.

In the early morning hours, those 
who camped overnight - or even 
for multiple nights (http://bit.
ly/37FVqyF) - were joined by an 
influx of fevered supporters in line, 
which would be better described as 
a festival.

Trump, hours after his lawyers 
concluded their opening arguments 
during his impeachment trial in the 
Senate, left Washington and jetted 
from Andrews Air Force Base, in 
Maryland, to the Atlantic City In-
ternational Airport, in Egg Harbor 
Township. He arrived at 5:45 p.m., 
according to press reports, for his 
first visit to New Jersey since taking 
office.

From there, he flew on Marine 
One to Cape May County Airport, in 
Erma, and then traveled to Wildwood 
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A Look at Public Transportation in Cape May County
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - New Jersey Transit’s (NJT) 
annual financial statements boast that its net-
work of trains and buses represents the “largest 
statewide transit system in the United States.” 

Residents of Cape May County can be ex-
cused if they don’t fully appreciate that fact. 
The South Jersey Transportation Planning 
Organization (SJTPO) understates the reality 
when it admits that NJT’s “fixed-route bus 
network in Cape May County is not extensive.”

Five Mile Beach to Consider 
Fire, EMS Consolidation

By RACHEL ROGISH

NORTH WILDWOOD — Residents and 
public safety officials await further information 
about possibly consolidating emergency medical 
services (EMS) and career fire services in North 
Wildwood, Wildwood and Wildwood Crest.

During North Wildwood City Council’s 
Jan. 21 meeting, Mayor Patrick Rosenello 
announced Capt. Michael Blizzard accepted 
his promotion to deputy chief of the North 
Wildwood Fire Department.

“You come on in interesting times,” Rosenel-
lo said.

The city, along with Wildwood and Wildwood 
Crest, plan to pursue the Challenge Grant, 
through the state Department of Community 
Affairs Local Efficiency Achievement Program 
(LEAP), to conduct a study to discuss the feasi-
bility of consolidation. The study would examine 
how tax dollars could be saved if consolidation 
occurs. 

In a phone interview Jan. 27, North Wild-
wood City Administrator Ronald Simone said a 
press release would clarify details for residents 
(http://bit.ly/3b6gi41). 

According to the release, issued Jan. 29, the 
study “incentivizes the sharing of services with 

the goal of reducing cost, delivering municipal 
services in a more efficient manner and gener-
ates increased value for each dollar spent while 
ensuring the local units remain responsible 
stewards of the public trust.” 

The mayor said a similar study came out in 
the early 2000s, but never addressed leadership. 
Which municipality would lead is a question not 
fully answered.

“I wanted you (firefighters) to hear it from 
me first,” the mayor emphasized. According 
to Rosenello, an official meeting between the 
municipalities took place 10 days prior.

Why the dichotomy? What makes this area 
so lightly served by NJT and so dependent on 
the county’s Fare Free Transportation system?

In the jargon of transportation professionals, 
the concern of moving people through public 
transportation is part of a Human Services 
Transportation Plan.

Anyone attempting to look at such plan-
ning for public transportation is immediately 
confronted with a vast array of alphabet soup 
organizations and funding sources. Transpor-
tation planning must coordinate federal, state, 
regional and local funding sources, a myriad 
of service providers and transportation infra-
structure with varying ownership and oversight 
responsibilities.

It is a planning process that, in many ways, 
places the county at a disadvantage.

Infrastructure
Projects make their way to the Statewide 

Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
through a process that conforms to federal 
regulations controlling the distribution of 
federal funds. 

Regional planning is organized through 

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO). 
Ultimately, the overall planning process dic-
tates how money is spent.

For Cape May County, the MPO is the SJT-
PO. This agency has oversight of transportation 
planning activities for the four-county region 
of Salem, Cumberland, Atlantic and Cape May 
counties. This includes planning for Human 
Services Transportation.

The region represents one-quarter of the 
state in square miles, yet in terms of permanent 
population, the region is less than 7% of the 
state total. Rural, lightly-populated South Jersey 
does not have the first claim on transportation 
funds even though its “transportation disadvan-

Bill Barlow 

President Donald Trump praises U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd) during his rally at the Wildwoods Con-
vention Center Jan. 28.
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