
Shay Roddy

Vol. 54 No. 5                                                                    January 29, 2020                 Copyright 2020 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.              Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

WEEKLY FEATURES

Plan your dining 
and entertainment 
fun with family
and friends!
Page A19

Automotive A31

Business A11

Celebrations/Births A14

Classifieds A29

Clip and Save A8

Community Calendar A34

DoTheShore A19

DoTheShore Calendar  A22

Kidsville A28

Movies A16

Obituaries A37

Opinion A38

Real Estate A36

Religion A13

Sports A12

Spout Off A14

Tides/Fishing A27

What’s Cooking? A10

CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

Columns and letters. 
Page A38

Spout Off. Page A14

OPINION

KIDSVILLE

Color a picture,  
find-a-word. 
Page A28

Van Drew Explains Party Switch to OC Chamber
By BILL BARLOW

OCEAN CITY – Instead of an update 
on federal issues or rundown of recent 
votes, U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd) 
spoke to Ocean City business leaders Jan. 
23 about what everyone seemed to be 
talking about: His decision to change par-
ties and his views on the impeachment 
of President Donald Trump.

Van Drew said his switch, from Dem-
ocrat to Republican, made international 
headlines, adding that it was the first 
time in American history that a member 
of Congress changed from the majority 
party to the one in the minority.

He maintained that the issue of im-
peachment was the final piece of his 
decision to leave the Democratic Party. 

He described himself as a fervent believ-
er in American exceptionalism, alleging 
that belief is no longer welcome in the 
Democratic Party. 

He also stated that a Democratic lead-
er in one of the counties in his district 
sought to dictate his vote on impeach-
ment, threatening Van Drew’s place on 
the ballot in the upcoming primary.

With a warm welcome from the busi-
ness group, Van Drew stated that he did 
not want his comments to be seen as a 
condemnation of all in his former party.

“There are good Republicans and bad 
Republicans, and good Democrats and 
bad Democrats. We’re all in this together. 
We have the same blood flowing through 
our veins,” he said. “This is simply what 
I believe. It is simply what I believe 
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Bill Barlow

U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd) tells Ocean City Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce members Jan. 23 about 
his decision to change parties. 
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Analysis

Naloxone Incidents Increased 10% in ’19
By VINCE CONTI

TRENTON - New Jersey Department of 
Health data shows that Naloxone, also known 
as Narcan, incidents increased in 2019 over 
2018. Cape May County was one of four coun-
ties in the state to see a year-to-year increase. 

This increase compares complete 2018 
numbers to the first three quarters of 2019 
(January-September), making the year-to-year 
rise even more troubling.

Counties that saw an increase were Bergen, 
Hunterdon and Passaic, along with Cape May 
County. The other 17 counties, including Cam-
den, witnessed a drop in such incidents, at least 
until fourth-quarter data is added. 

For those who equate Naloxone incidents 
with the number of opioid overdoses, the news 
that the county saw an increase last year is not 
comforting. Experts debate how reliable Nalox-
one incidents are as a proxy, but there is some 

evidence buttressing the tendency to do so.
A 2013 peer-reviewed study, published 

in the Prehospital Emergency Care Journal, 
supported the use of such incidents as proxy 
indicators.

What Do the Numbers Say?
For Cape May County, the number of 

Naloxone incidents, where Naloxone was ad-
ministered for suspected opioid overdose, rose 
10% in 2019, while, statewide, the number 
declined by 15%.

Could one contributing factor to the increase 
be a more widespread distribution of Naloxone, 
and thus a higher number of times that it could 
be used to save a life? It’s possible that such 
a factor could be positively contributing to 
the increase in use, yet state health data also 
shows that confirmed drug-related deaths are 
also increasing in the county. 

Data is available through 2017 and shows 
that confirmed drug-related deaths were signifi-
cantly higher than in any of the previous six 
years. For 2017, the principle drugs listed as in-
volved in the deaths were heroin and fentanyl.

By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - More than 24 hours ahead of when President 
Donald Trump was scheduled to take the stage at the Wildwoods 
Convention Center for a 7 p.m. rally Jan. 28, a significant line 
formed in the parking lot, and the excitement level was palpable.

Temperatures in the low 40s, creeping into the 30s overnight, 
didn’t stop hundreds, if not thousands, of people from lining 
up to guarantee themselves the chance to witness the first 
presidential visit to Cape May County since 1891.

First among them was Duke Reale, a butcher from Gallo-
way, who arrived at 2 p.m. Jan 26, looking for the line. When 
he didn’t find one, he realized he would be first to enter the 
Convention Center.

“It’s the most exciting thing for this state ever,” Reale said. 
“It’s just phenomenal and we’re all energized. We’re looking 
for four more years.”

Reale waved an American flag while speaking to the Herald, 

and wore a button emblazoned with Trump driving the Wild-
wood tram car and the phrase, “Watch the Trump train, please,” 
pinned to his camouflage jacket.

As for the cold? “I don’t care,” Reale said. “I would stand 
in an ice storm to see this man. I support the president and I 
support America.”

Overall, the atmosphere was boisterous. Cars drove down 
Ocean Avenue constantly, several honking as people hung out 
the windows holding Trump flags. Pick-up trucks and motorcy-
cles drove by with flags on poles attached to the back.

At the Oceanic Hotel, across the street from the Convention 
Center, Trump flags and banners hung from every balcony.

Trump Visits Wildwood

where our country is at this point. It’s simply 
what I believe that is so important. It is simply 
why I made the decision that I did.”

The crowd included several Ocean City 
Council members and business owners, as well 
as a few Democrats, including Amy Kennedy, 
one of the candidates seeking the Democratic 
nomination for Van Drew’s seat in 2020.

The annual address by the 2nd District 
congressman to the Ocean City Chamber of 
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Rally Coverage?
Looking to read about President Donald Trump’s rally 

Jan. 28? The event occurred past deadline for the 

Herald’s Jan. 29 edition; however, information will be 

published at capemaycountyherald.com, as soon as it’s 

available, as well as in the Feb. 5 edition.    
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Crowds wait in line outside the Wildwoods Convention Center Jan. 28 for a chance to attend President Donald Trump’s rally. 


