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Q&A: Freeholder Candidates 
By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - The Herald asked candi-
dates for the Board of Chosen Freeholders to 
share information about their candidacy, and 
answer questions of broad interest to Cape 
May County. 

Elizabeth Casey and Joyce Gould are the 
Democratic freeholder candidates challenging 
Republican incumbents E. Marie Hayes and 
Gerald Thornton in the Nov. 5 general election. 
Terms are for three years.

All candidates responded, and below are 
their answers.

Top Issues
What do you believe are the top two issues 

facing Cape May County? How do you plan to 
address these issues as a freeholder?

Thornton and Hayes: The top two issues 
are year-round employment and the opioid 
addiction epidemic. Both of these issues are 
currently being addressed, and we are dedicat-
ed to continuing championing them. 

For example, we have pushed for economic 
development at the county airport with great 
success and have worked with private busi-
nesses to cultivate industry, particularly in the 
agri-tourism industry. 

E. Marie HayesGerald Thornton Joyce Gould Elizabeth Casey

Additionally, we both have supported the 
establishment of Cape May County’s new drug 
court, which is aimed at rehabilitation instead 
of punishment. 

Gould: I believe the two top issues facing 
Cape May County are the overdose crisis 
and the lack of diversified economic business 
opportunities. 

I have over 20 years of municipal experience 
and we (Wildwood Crest Borough Commis-

sioners) were able to keep municipal taxes 
to a half-cent increase almost every year. Our 
borough is financially strong. We work together 
to stop wasteful spending and make smart 
financial decisions. 

The overdose crisis is heartbreaking, so 
many lost in a span of a few years. We shake 
our heads and attend funerals for those we lost 
and do our best to look towards the light at the 
end of the tunnel to end this epidemic. 

Through the work of the County Prosecutor’s 
Office, more people are being helped every day. 
This problem is nationwide, and some blame 
the pharma companies. I wish someone had 
the answers.

Casey: I believe a top issue facing Cape May 
County, like the rest of the counties throughout 
the state, is the opioid crisis that is shattering 
the lives of countless families. It would be dis-
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...That is the Question

‘Two’ Swim or Not ‘Two’ Swim?
By CARL PRICE

VILLAS – Lower Township Manager James 
Ridgway and Monica Coskey, of Seven Mile 
Publishing and Creative, made a PowerPoint 
presentation at the Lower Township Council 
meeting Sept. 16, to sell the public on a $10.5 
million state-of-the-art aquatic center, the 

subject of a non-binding referendum Nov.5. 
However, a report from James Rutala, Lower 

Township construction consultant, regarding 
Cape Regional Medical Center possibly build-
ing a rehabilitation facility adjacent to the 
center stole the show.

Rutala said talks are ongoing with hospital 
officials regarding the addition. There had been 

mention of the hospital using the hydrotherapy 
pool in past council discussions, but construct-
ing a facility was new information.

Use of the hydrotherapy pool was cited as 
a possible source of revenue to offset costs to 
operate the aquatic center.

The plan for the center, which would be 
built on a 50-acre county-owned property at 
the Cape May County Airport on Breakwater 
Road, was originally proposed in May 2018 at 
a cost of over $14 million. When the Cape May 
County Open Space Review Board offered $2.5 
million towards construction rather than the 
requested $4 million, a scaled-down version of 
the aquatic center was conceived. Proposed wa-
ter slides and meeting space were eliminated.

The proposed center would include a com-
petition pool for youth sports and adult lap 
swimming, plus a separate “lifestyle” pool for 
adult and senior aqua therapy, including resis-
tance walking and other therapeutic activities. 
The current in the “river” portion of the pool 
would be adjustable, depending on the activity.

“The lifestyle pool would include zero-depth 
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Boardwalk Blues
First District Legislators 
Push New Plan for State 
Funding for Crumbling 
Wildwood ‘Walk 

By BILL BARLOW

WILDWOOD – Masonry is Ernie Troiano’s 
family business, so he knows what he’s looking 
at when he points out crumbling concrete under 
his city’s boardwalk.

The longtime Wildwood mayor pulled at a 
piece where the rebar showed, bringing down 
a shower of dust and concrete. The steel rein-
forcement adds strength to concrete structures, 
but over time the steel expands in the sea air, 
eventually cracking the surrounding material.  

“It doesn’t take an ironworker or a cement 
guy to see when this stuff’s cracking and exposed 
that we’re in a bad spot,” said Senate President 
Steve Sweeney. “If you look up top, it looks 

perfectly normal.”
Sweeney stood beside Troiano Sept. 17, under 

a section of the boardwalk in the worst shape, to 
push a plan to use state funding to reconstruct 
the popular tourist attraction in Wildwood and 
throughout the state.

Sen. Robert Andrzejczak (D-1st) has intro-
duced legislation to use money from the state 
Transportation Trust Fund (TTF) to put $40 mil-
lion into boardwalk repairs over 10 years, starting 
in Wildwood. Assembly members Bruce Land 
and Matt Milam (also D-1st) have put forward 
matching bills.

Gov. Phil Murphy, a fellow Democrat, shot 
down a previous attempt to fund the repairs 
Aug. 23, vetoing a bill that would have put $56 
million into the work over 14 years, angering 
South Jersey Democrats. Murphy called the 
appropriation unconstitutional, at the same time 
killing another $4 million set to go to Wildwood 
boardwalk repairs this year.

Andrzejczak criticized the veto at the time. 
News media have linked the veto to an ongoing 
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Bill Barlow

Wildwood Mayor Ernie Troiano shows a section of damaged boardwalk where the steel 
reinforcement can be seen. With a tug, a section of that concrete tumbled to the sand. 
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