
Vol. 55 No. 3                                                                      January 20, 2021January 20, 2021                 Copyright 2021 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.              Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
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Daily New Resident Cases 7-Day Moving Average

COVID-19:  New Resident Cases by Day

Source:  Cape May County Health Department
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Marijuana Bills ‘Being Held Hostage’
Standoff Over ‘Modern Day 

Stop, Frisk’ for Youths

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - Although nearly 70% of state 
voters agreed to legalize recreational marijuana, 
as of Jan. 1, for users 21 years of age and older, 
two bills are sitting on the governor’s desk in 
what appears to be a standoff over what one local 
assemblyman calls a “modern day stop and frisk” 
stipulation for youths.

In the meantime, recreational marijuana use 
is illegal, and guidance from Attorney General 
Gurbir S. Grewal to adjourn any juvenile or adult 
case solely involving low-level marijuana posses-

sion-related offenses expires Jan. 25. 
In a Jan. 14 update to the Cape May County 

NAACP, Assemblyman Jamel Holley (D-20th) 
said the state Senate and Assembly “thought we 
had a deal, but at the 
12th hour, the governor 
asked for a clean-up bill. 
Those are usually four to 
five pages; this was 40 
pages and was actually 
a modern day stop and 
frisk for our youth.”

The two bills awaiting the governor’s signature 
allow for the cultivation, distribution and retail 
sale of marijuana (S21) (http://bit.ly/3nVPRn9) 
and decriminalization of the drug (S2535) (http://
bit.ly/38Sv5QM). 

Murphy requested a set of changes be made 
in a “cleanup” bill that would establish fines 
for underage possession and/or use of the drug, 
while also asking to clear up language to ensure 

both marijuana and 
cannabis - as each are 
defined in the cur-
rent legislation - are 
decriminalized, ac-
cording to other news 
sources.

In response to Mur-
phy’s requests in the cleanup bill, state lawmakers 
Jan. 12 introduced a bill (A5211) (http://bit.
ly/38Svz9y) that lays out fines and other penal-
ties for underage marijuana use, reacting to the 
governor’s refusal to sign a legal weed bill without 

such penalties. 
The measure levies a fine of at least $250 on 

people ages 18-20 who possess up to six ounces 
of marijuana, the legal limit for those 21 and 
over. Juveniles would not have to pay the fine 
but could face juvenile delinquency dispositions, 
like community service, if caught possessing 
marijuana. The bill is going through legislative 
review and action.

“The issue is up in the air constitutionally,” Hol-
ley said, referring to the favorable vote approving 
an amendment to the state constitution, as of Jan. 
1, allowing people 21 and older to use marijuana 
without a doctor’s approval. “The bills are being 
held hostage,” he added.

The new “social equity” tax, included 
in the legalization bill, would benefit 

communities of color disproportionately 
affected by drug laws.

N. Wildwood Officials, Seaport Pier Owners 
Working to Resolve Environmental Violations

By SHAY RODDY

NORTH WILDWOOD - City officials, Seaport 
Pier owners and New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection (DEP) representatives are 
working toward resolving alleged environmental 
violations committed by the city and the pier’s 
developers. 

Last June, the DEP issued notices of violation 
(NOV) listing several ways in which, they say, 
the city and the developer violated laws with the 
construction of bulkheads, destruction of dunes 
and wetlands, construction of parts of the Lou 
Booth Amphitheater, and various other structures 
and pathways constructed along the coast. 

Neil Yoskin, a prominent environmental attor-
ney, retained by the city in June, said he does not 
expect substantive changes to infrastructure as a 

result of a potential settlement between the city 
and the state agency, nor does he expect the city 
to incur fines.

North Wildwood Mayor Patrick Rosenello, upon 

retaining Yoskin, called him the “preeminent 
environmental attorney in the state.” 

“I don’t think there is going to be a penalty as-
sessment,” Yoskin said. “I think probably, we will 

resolve this by way of an administrative consent 
order of some kind.” 

NOVs are not binding, the lawyer said. The 
DEP would have to issue a penalty order, or Ad-
ministrative Order/ Notice of Civil Administrative 
Penalty Assessment (AO/NOCAPA), if they aren’t 
satisfied in negotiations with North Wildwood, 
according to the counselor. 

“I don’t see that happening,” he reiterated. 
“DEP doesn’t like to fine municipalities. Knowing 
that North Wildwood is kind of on its own out 

Avalon Residents Speak Against Proposed Restaurant
Borough Votes No 

By VINCE CONTI

AVALON - The essence of the proposal before 
the Avalon Planning Board Jan. 12 was a request 
by Avalon developer and businessman Tim Kerr 
to demolish the existing pizza parlor, arcade and 
ice cream shop now on the site, replacing it with 
a new, two-story restaurant and catering-event 
venue. 

The board’s agenda for the evening included a 

hearing on an application for variances by TK12 
Holding the property, at 2800 Boardwalk. 

The ice cream shop would be retained at one 
corner of the proposed new building.

The proposal was considered at a December 
board meeting, at which several members of the 
public spoke out against it. The hearing was con-
tinued to the January meeting to provide a period 
when the developer might work out changes that 
addressed some of the public’s objections.

The extra time allowed word to spread and 
interest in the proposal to swell.   

At midnight, over six hours after the meeting 
began, a weary board, with an attentive 150 peo-
ple still virtually connected, voted “no” on the 
D-2 variance motion formulated by the board’s 
attorney, Paul Baldini.

The public’s interest in the hearing was such 
that the teleconferencing system used by the bor-
ough for virtual access was quickly overwhelmed 
within minutes of the scheduled 6 p.m. meeting 
time.

Shay Roddy 

A playground sits on a sandy area atop a steel bulkhead, constructed between Fifth and Seventh 
avenues in North Wildwood. The DEP alleges the installation of this bulkhead was done without 
proper permitting, and the playground sits in an area once occupied by dunes and wetlands. 

Analysis

Covid Update: 5,253 Vaccine Doses Administered in CMCo  
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - While awaiting the 
state’s vaccination program to kick into 
high gear, the Cape May County Covid re-
ports show numbers that maintain the ac-
tive case total at roughly 600 individuals. 

The new case totals in the county 
are climbing in tandem with the ability 
of county officials to move an almost 
equivalent number of individuals from 
quarantine. 

This week (Jan. 12-18), 401 new resi-
dent cases were reported, and 394 indi-
viduals moved off quarantine. The number 
of active cases stands at 599.

The week saw four Covid-related fa-
talities, three community-based and one 
associated with a long-term care facility. 
The county total of confirmed Covid fatal-
ities since March is 152.

Cape Regional Medical Center has 
19 Covid patients, two of which are in  


