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Homes or Conservation Zone?
By CARL PRICE

VILLAS – Residents packed the Feb. 7 Lower 
Township Zoning Board meeting to hear a use 
variance application to allow 21 single-family 
dwellings to be built on a Shawmount Avenue 
parcel in Villas. 

The tract is mostly in the Conservation Zone 
in the Cox Hall Creek Wildlife Management 
Area (WMA) where residential development 
is not an allowed use.

While they heard the arguments for and 
against the variance, they also heard testimony 
that the conservation designation may have 
been mistakenly applied to the tract.

The applicant and a resident legally opposing 
the subdivision got to make their respective 
cases during the three-hour meeting. There 
was no time for public comment, which will 
have to wait until March 7. 

That continuance didn’t stop some residents 
from making their feelings known.

“This isn’t a ball game. There’s no calling 
out ‘batter, batter.’ We are recording a pro-
ceeding here and can’t have the calling out,” 
said Zoning Board Chairman James Hanson at 
one point. He had to bang the gavel more than 
once during the meeting to stop the jeers from 
the audience.

The use variance was submitted by Marcello 
Magavero, whose attorney, Jeffrey Barnes said 
he is the contracted purchaser. Susan Andressi, 
Inc. is listed on the application as the owner.

The right to build on this lot occurred in the 
past, Barnes explained to the board. However 

that variance expired due to lack of sewer and 
water available to the site and the owner’s 
failure to renew the variance. Public water and 
sewer could be extended to the site.

Barnes also explained that the former golf 
course, known as Ponderlodge, went through 
bankruptcy in 1997. The state Department of 

Environmental Protection bought the property 
from a bankruptcy court in 2005, but the lot 
in question was previously conveyed to the 
current owner in lieu of payment from the 
bankruptcy and has been privately owned 
since that time.

That fact was lost when the township re-

viewed the master plan in 2009 and rezoned 
the lot to Conservation District in 2010. The 
master plan was again reviewed in 2012 and 
the zoning for the tract was not changed.

Barnes asked Lower Township Planning 
Director William Galestok if the zoning would 
have been changed to conservation if the Zon-
ing Board knew the plot was privately owned.

“The zoning board would not have changed 
the zone if we knew it was a privately-owned 
property,” Galestok responded.

That exchange brought up a conversation 
about inverse condemnation, in which the 
government takes private property, but fails 
to pay compensation and economic inutility, 
where a property becomes useless to the owner 
due to something like a change in zoning or 
other reasons.

Attorney Justin Turner, representing Shaw-
mount Avenue property owner Ellen Seward, 
who opposes the variance, reminded the board 
that those issues were not for the zoning board 
to decide.

Barnes agreed, explaining why the applicant 
didn’t go right to a judicial remedy.

“The applicant must exhaust all means of 
remedy before seeking legal recourse,” Barnes 
said. 

Engineer John Kornick and Planner Tiffany 
Morrissey presented the case for allowing the 
use variance, showing how the 21 homes 
would not negatively impact the area and 
pointing to the fact that a similar variance was 
allowed in the past, while Turner produced 

Van Drew Lauds State of the Union, Stresses Bipartisanship 
By BILL BARLOW

WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew 
(D-2nd) praised President Donald Trump’s 
State of the Union speech and reiterated his 
call for bipartisanship and an end to gridlock. 

This was Van Drew’s first time watching 
the annual address as a member of Con-
gress. The South Jersey Democrat won the 
seat held for decades by Republican Frank 
LoBiondo. 

“The State of the Union was well done this 
year,” Van Drew said in a prepared statement 
after the speech. “You could feel the energy 
from both sides of the aisle. 

“I hope our government can carry that 
energy forward to work together on the 
issues that face our country. The people of 
South Jersey are counting on me. The people 
of America are counting on us.”

Fresh off the longest partial government 
shutdown in American history, one that 
threatened to delay the Constitutional-
ly-required State of the Union address to 
Congress, Trump sought to build bridges. 

Speaking for the first time to a Democrat-
ic-majority House, he highlighted infrastruc-
ture and patriotism. 

“The agenda I will lay out this evening 
is not a Republican agenda or a Democrat 
agenda. It is the agenda of the American 
people,” the president said. 

“I do hope President Trump’s calls for 
bipartisanship are genuine, and I also hope 
he takes the actions needed to unify the 
country,” Van Drew said in his prepared 
comments. “I have always said that biparti-
sanship is the only way to move our country 
forward and get past the political gridlock.” 

Speaking Feb. 6, Van Drew said not 
everyone on his side of the aisle welcomed 
Trump’s comments. Regardless of politics, 
he said, he believes it is important to be re-
spectful to any president and that the State of 
the Union can lay out the short-term future 
of the country. 

There was a buzz in the chamber that 
night for another reason. Van Drew cited 
a large number of women elected in 2018. 
Many wore white Feb. 5 to honor the suf-

frage movement that won women the right 
to vote. 

“The president also spoke of that and 
complimented them, and also spoke of ways 
to expand the role for women within the 
United States of America,” Van Drew said. 
Even those who do not like the president 
were pleased with that, he said.  

Van Drew reached out to shake Trump’s 
hand as the president made his way into the 
chamber. Van Drew was seen putting his 
hand on Trump’s shoulder before shaking 
hands. Van Drew said he knew Trump before 
he ran for president, particularly from ribbon 
cuttings in Atlantic City while Van Drew was 
a state representative. 

“I mentioned that, and he just simply said 
in many ways those were good days,” Van 
Drew said. “I said I hope that we really all 
can work together for the better good, and 
he said he hopes so as well.” 

The handshake has been criticized by 
some on social media, suggesting the Dem-
ocrat is too eager to make nice with a con-

School Nurse Saves Student’s Life
By KAREN KNIGHT

WILDWOOD - With Valentine’s Day around 
the corner, 11-year-old Eric Jordan can thank his 
school nurse that he’s alive to pick his valentine. 

Jordan was recovering from pneumonia and 
had returned to Glenwood Avenue Elementary 
School, where he is a fifth grader, when he went 
to the nurse’s office complaining of heart palpi-
tations and chest pain. Quick action by school 
nurse Lindsay Obermeier, R.N., B.S.N., C.S.N. 
(Registered Nurse, Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing, Certified School Nurse), likely saved his life. 

“I checked his pulse ox (pulse oximetry mea-
sures the oxygen level in blood) and it was in 
the low 90s,” recalled Obermeier. “His heart 
rate was way up, too. I knew something was off 
and called his mother, urging her to take him to 
the hospital right away.”

She noted that in healthy children a pulse 
ox should be higher than 96 percent, with 100 

percent being ideal.
Jordan’s mother, Jessica Hessler, rushed him 

to the emergency room who then transferred 
Jordan to the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
(CHOP). “They told me he could have had a 
heart attack, especially if he had gone to gym,” 
Hessler said. “The hospital said his school nurse 
had saved his life.”

Hessler said her son stayed in CHOP for three 
days as they treated him for pericarditis, an in-
flammation surrounding the heart which was the 
remnants of his pneumonia from December. “He 
still had the pneumonia virus in him,” Hessler 
added. “His heart was inflamed. 

“I am so thankful his school nurse called me; 
she didn’t have to. She went above and beyond 
I think. I am so thankful.”

Although Obermeier has been a school nurse 
for a year, she was an emergency room nurse 
for five years. It was her experiences there that 

Jessica Hessler

School Nurse Lindsay Obermeier is 
credited with saving Eric Jordan’s life.

Courtesy of U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew’s website
U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew shook hands with Presi-
dent Donald Trump prior to Trump’s State of the 
Union speech Feb. 5.  
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Marcello Magavero, the contracted purchaser, wants to put 21 single-family homes on 
a Shawmount Avenue parcel in Villas.
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