What’s
THIS?
The Herald is now available
for purchase inside select local stores.
This new, paid in-store service
supplements our traditional,
free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support
local journalism. Thank you!

August 18, 2021

Vol. 55 No. 33

Copyright 2021 Seawave Corp. All rights reserved.

Published every Wednesday.
1508 Route 47, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

‘It’s a Time of Great Concern,’ Van Drew Says
By ERIN LEDWON
RIO GRANDE – “We have never lived in a time as challenging as the time that we’re
happening with big tech. I think you have to be so very careful before you ever prevent
living in right now,” said U.S. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-2nd), during an Aug. 11 meeting
anybody from having the right to speak on a public forum.”
with Herald staff and Cape Issues members.
He also said he’s in favor of people having an ID when they vote.
He said people often ask him if they should be worried, and the answer he gives
“I don’t think that’s such a bad thing,” he said. “Just who you are… that’s not racist.
them is ‘yes.’
I think it’s racist to say Black people aren’t capable of having an ID. They are.”
“We are changing the very substance and form and structure of the United States of
He mentioned the coronavirus relief bill, “where 90% of it didn’t go for Covid.”
America in so many ways, and I think it’s really problematic,” he continued.
“We do legislation at so many levels that literally is changed as it moves along in
He cited various issues, including the Paris Climate Agreement, in which he said
ways that are unbelievable, including your own,” he said, noting that he’s had to vote
China and India are “basically exempt” and a “wide open” U.S.-Mexico border, where
against his amendments and legislation “because it’s been changed so radically by the
women and children who are coming into the U.S. “are being used as drug mules that
administration and by the speaker and her team.”
are being hurt, being sexually abused, being physically abused. The drug lords are
“For me, it’s a time of great concern,” he said, adding, “We are on the precipice.
coming, using them for whatever purpose they can.”
It’s a great challenge for America, and I think it’s the greatest challenge since the Civil
He added that not all of those crossing the border are being Covid tested, while U.S. REP. JEFF VAN DREW War… and I think we will have to come together and try to do the best that we can,
many worry whether they will have to wear a mask forever.
and in future years, we’re going to find out what kind of America we’re going to have.
“Anybody that knows anything about viruses knows that they constantly mutate,” he added.
Are we basically going to be a socialist country, or are we going to be capitalists?”
He expressed concern that “we’re losing our freedom of speech to some degree because of what is
(Page A10 Please)

’20 Census Data Shows NJ Grew 5.7%, CMCo Shrunk 2.1%
NEW JERSEY POPULATION CHANGE

By VINCE CONTI

The state saw a nearly 6% increase in the population in the past
10 years. Cape May County declined in the past decade, from
97,265 in 2010, to 95,263 in 2020.
Sussex -3.3%
Warren +0.9%
Morris +3.5%
Somerset
+6.8%
Hunterdon
+0.5%
Mercer +5.7%
Burlington +2.9%
Camden +1.9%
Gloucester
+4.9%
Salem
-1.9%

Cumberland
-1.7%

Source: 2020 Census

COURT HOUSE - Cape May County lost some of its population
between 2010 and 2020, a loss much smaller than expected.
The census, in 2019, estimated the county’s population at
92,039, down 5% from the 2010 census numbers. Not so is the
Passaic +4.5%
message from the official 2020 census figures released Aug. 12.
According to the new decennial census numbers, Cape May
County lost 2.1% of its population, less than half of the 2019
Bergen +5.6%
estimates. The county’s official population stands at 95,263,
down 2,002 from 2010.
Hudson +14.3%
New Jersey beat neighboring New York and Pennsylvania,
with a 5.7% growth in the Garden State population. The state
Essex +10.2%
stands at 9,288,994, an increase of almost half a million indiUnion +7.3%
viduals.
Middlesex +6.6%
Complete breakdowns at county and municipal levels are not
yet available, but New Jersey, as a state, saw some significant
Monmouth +2.1%
changes.
The non-Hispanic white population in the state is now a bare
County population
majority, at 51.9%, down from 59.3% in 2010.
change
Of the 21 counties, only four lost population. In that, Cape
May County was joined by Cumberland, Salem and Sussex
More than +9%
counties.
The numbers’ release was aimed at providing necessary data
Ocean
+6% to +9%
for redistricting and reapportionment processes.
+10.5%
The state’s redistricting commission must deliver a new map
+3% to +6%
of districts by January to support the 2022 federal midterm
elections. With Sussex County leading in the loss of population
and Ocean County second in population gain, the distribution
0%
to
+3%
Atlantic 0%
of the state’s 12 congressional seats could get interesting.
Cape May County, along with two other counties that lost
-3% to 0%
population, is part of the geographically large Second CongresCape May -2.1%
sional District, which also picks up a small part of expanding
Less than -3%
Ocean County.
The reapportionment commission is on a less urgent path to
Herald graphic/ Krishna Mathias a report. Reapportionment deals with the drawing of districts

Walk Aims to Strengthen Community Relationships

See more photos on page A22
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The final part of the Op-ed by
Tony Monzo, entitled:

Critical Race Theory in
Public Schools
can be found on page A55

Herald Seeks
Reader Support
RIO GRANDE - The Herald’s website is transitioning to subscription-only access to news
content, asking readers to join the cause and
support local journalism.
Through August, the Herald is offering free
access to all registered users. Also, through
August, digital subscriptions are available at
$30/year (less than $1/week). In September,
subscriptions will increase to $50/year (still
less than $1/week), or $5/week.
The Herald continues to offer unlimited, free
(Page A16 Please)
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PREPAREDNESS
& RECOVERY
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By ERIC CONKLIN
WILDWOOD - Various organizations, local
and state leaders, community members and
youngsters took to Wildwood’s side streets in the
mid-afternoon sun for a unity walk Aug. 10 to help
strengthen relationships within the community.
Participants in the “CommUNITY Walk,” organized by the Cape May County Coalition for a Safe
Community and others, including the Cape May
County Prosecutor’s Office, took a lap around the
Byrne Community Center’s surrounding neighborhood, stopping on Lincoln Avenue for water
and backpacks for children distributed by those
sponsoring the event. After the roughly 40-minute
journey, youngsters participating in the walk took
to the football field for games and social time.
In attendance were police officers from multiple
area agencies and local officials, including Wildwood Mayor Peter Byron, Assemblymen Antwan
McClellan and Erik Simonsen (both R-1st), and
County Prosecutor Jeffrey Sutherland. Acting New
Jersey Attorney General Andrew Bruck also joined
the walk, greeting youngsters with backpacks and
handshakes while mingling around those gathered
on Lincoln Avenue.

for the state Legislature. In November, voters
approved a constitutional amendment that allows
the reapportionment process to extend into 2023,
due to the late arrival of 2020 census data. Cape
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Eric Conklin
New Jersey’s Acting Attorney General Andrew Bruck fourth from left, was one of several
officials who joined a crowd of community members and children for a walk around Wildwood’s side streets Aug. 10.
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