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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 

local journalism. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

(Page A10 Please)

Herald Seeks 
Reader Support

RIO GRANDE - The Herald’s website has 
transitioned to subscription-only access to news 
content, urging readers to join the cause and 
support local journalism.

Herald website users must now have a sub-
scription and be logged into their Herald user 
account to access news content.  The price for 

COVID-19
New reported 
cases: 233

CAPE MAY COUNTY

Sept. 18-24, 2021

462 11 3

Active
cases:

Hospitalizations
as of Sept. 27:

Deaths this 
week:

By AL CAMPBELL 

 ERMA - Students at Lower Cape May Regional 
High School honored the memory of Sgt. Michael 
Scusa, as part of the Run for the Fallen Sept. 23. 

Scusa, a 2005 Lower Cape May Regional grad-
uate, joined the Army and died in Afghanistan 
Oct. 3, 2009, when Taliban fighters attacked his 
outpost. 

The first of three days of the 190-mile run by 
military members began at 8 a.m. at the Cape 
May Lighthouse. They “run one mile every 
year in September for each New Jersey service 
member who has died during the GWOT (Global 
War on Terror),” according to the organization’s 
Facebook page. 

As the runners stopped outside the school, 
they handed the American and Gold Star flags 
to the Lower Cape May Regional cross-country 
team members. 

Scusa’s brother, James Woodard, his wife, 
Allison, a LCMR graduate, and their daughters, 
Caden and Leea, shook hands with the runners 
who paid homage to Scusa. 

Under the direction of Choral Director Sandra 
Beane-Fox, the school choir sang “America the 
Beautiful” as part of the brief ceremony. 

Runners formed in ranks and headed to Route 9 
on their way to continue the tradition that ensures 
no New Jersey service member is forgotten. 

Run for the Fallen Remembers LCMR Graduate Scusa 

Al Campbell 
Sgt. Michael Scusa’s memorial plaque at the base of the tree outside Lower Cape May Regional High School, front, as choir members practice 
for the Run for the Fallen ceremony Sept. 23. 

By VINCE CONTI 

 CAPE MAY - For years, controversy has swirled 
around plans to redevelop the Jetty Motel, at the 
Cove in Cape May.  

Built in the 1950s, the masonry building with 
a stucco finish does not contribute to Cape May’s 
Victorian ambiance. 

Plans to demolish the structure and build a 
larger resort hotel have moved through various 
city boards and commissions for over 15 years. 

In 2006, the Historic Preservation Commission 
approved a demolition permit for the structure, 
but inaction on the permit led to it expiring.  

Cape May City Council attempted to resolve a 
dual zoning issue that year, but it was negated by 
opposition to the project and the city’s failure to 
follow the required notification of residents within 
200 feet of the proposed project. 

Cape May Motel Controversy Continues

Local Fashion Stylist
Celebrates Career Milestones

By KAREN KNIGHT 

 DEL HAVEN - When thousands 
descended upon New York City for 
Fashion Week in September, many 
were wowed by the official “live” 
debut of Dur Doux’s collection, aim-
ing to inspire viewers with what the 
world could be after emerging from 
the worst of the Covid pandemic. 

The look of that runway presenta-
tion - a theme following the journey 
of a mystical line where land merges 
with the sea, forming a boundary be-
tween the two - was put together by 
Ariella Tautua, of Del Haven, the lead stylist for 

Dur Doux Spring Summer 2022 New York Fashion 
Week and deemed New York Fashion 
Week’s best runway look by Harper’s 
Bazaar. 

Tautua worked with three fashion 
designers to put together 28 looks for 
the show, taking the garments, jewelry, 
and headpieces to create a look to tell 
the fashion designer’s story.  

“There were some safari prints 
that represented the land and some 
nautical pieces that represented the 
water,” she said. “As a fashion stylist, I 

have to blend all the pieces together and 
come up with the styling and production aspects 
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In 2010, the property owners, again, sought 
to gain approval for a redeveloped structure, 
evoking neighborhood opposition. Opposing 
groups spoke out at a Planning Board meeting 
calling the plans for a four-story structure with 
the addition of a single-family home on the same 
large lot overreach and a threat to the community 
at the Cove. 

Parking is Now the Issue 
The Sept. 14, 2021, meeting of the city’s Plan-

ning Board was set to hear a case for how the pro-
posed motel project would handle parking. That 
agenda item was adjourned at the request of the 
applicant, Cape Jetty LLC. The reason given for 
the request was “push back” on the application.  

The request will be on the agenda for the 
Planning Board’s Oct. 12 meeting, at 6:30 p.m., 
in City Hall’s auditorium. 

A particular focus of the current application 
before the Planning Board is parking and how 
the proposed development intends to meet the 
city’s parking requirements for the larger 53-

E. Unruh
ARIELLA TAUTUA

See More Photos 

on Page A14 
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