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OPINION

By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD - The fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic continued March 11, with major busi-
nesses, colleges, schools and governments across 
the globe making cancellations, restrictions and 
taking precautionary measures they hope will stop 
the spread of Novel Coronavirus.

With Memorial Day a little more than two 
months away, no confirmed cases were present in 
Cape May County, so the Wildwoods wait to see 
how large an economic impact the virus will have.

Cancellations
The Special Olympics has canceled all activities 

for the next two weeks, including their 2020 
Spring Games at the Wildwoods Convention 
Center scheduled for March 28 and 29. The event 
draws about 1,000 people to Wildwood, according 
to John Lynch, director of sales and entertainment 
for the convention center.

“Our first, I don’t want to say ‘casualty’ of the 
virus – but it is affecting us on that weekend,” 
Lynch said at a Greater Wildwood Chamber of 
Commerce event March 11.

Lynch said two other organizations with events 
planned in Wildwood called him with concerns, 

as of mid-day March 11.
“The coronavirus is something that we all need 

to be concerned about,” said Diane Wieland, the 
county’s tourism and public information director.

Later, President Donald Trump announced a 
30-day ban on travel to the United States from 
Europe, leaving some to wonder if domestic 
restrictions could be next, especially for those in 
areas where the virus becomes most prevalent.

Amusement Piers and International 
Workers 

Maggie Warner, a Morey’s Piers spokeswoman, 
said there were no plans to push back the opening 
of Mariner’s Pier April 11. She said Morey’s would 
continue to monitor the situation and follow the 
guidance of government agencies.

Concerns over the large contingent of inter-
national workers Morey’s employs and how they 
would be screened were raised at a Wildwood 
public meeting March 11.

Co-owner Jack Morey said that a third-party 
handles recruitment of their international work-
force and that there would be some countries 
where recruiting would not take place.

“There are more questions than answers right 

Wildwoods React to 
Coronavirus

Cape’s Oldest African American 
Church Marks 180 Years

By RACHEL ROGISH

SWAINTON  - “Come and rise from Your 
rest/And be blessed by our praise/As we 
glory in Your embraces/Your presence/
Now fills this place.” -”Oh, the Glory of Your 
Presence” by Ron Kenoly.

Jubilation vibrated the John Wesley United 
Methodist Church as members, friends, and 
dignitaries gathered Feb. 29. 

Celebrating 180 years, the church’s family 

welcomed a full house for its anniversary 
event. Every pew was filled, as was the 
fellowship hall.

John West, Runaway Slave
The church began under the leadership 

of a run-away slave, John West. 
In 1823, young West passed through the 

plantation gates, telling his master that he 
was “going to church.” West and a compan-
ion walked from North Carolina, crossed the 

Delaware Bay, and ended up in New Jersey. 
Today, the church West founded goes on, 

helping others find purpose and healing.
Nancy LeCorte gave a presentation of the 

church’s history, highlighting key points of 
local history in Swainton. 

LeCorte’s roots are in the Catholic 
Church, yet she loves the people at John 
Wesley Church and their story.

After arriving in New Jersey, West set-
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World War II Vet  
Marks 100th Year

By CARL PRICE

NORTH CAPE MAY – Joseph Somma wanted to 
serve the nation close to home, after the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. He joined the Coast 
Guard; the military branch assigned that duty. 
However, when the Navy sought Coasties to serve 
overseas, Somma volunteered.

“The pay was better,’’ Somma admitted for 
switching local waters for the South Pacific the-
ater and the USS Charlottesville.

Somma celebrated his 100th birthday with 
family, friends, fellow veterans, officials and a 
contingent from the local Coast Guard base, in 
the dining room of Victorian Commons, March 9.

Freeholder Jeffrey Pierson, retired from the 
Army and the National Guard as a brigadier 
general, asked Somma if he ever was given a 
proclamation by a general.

“No, but I’ve had one pin a medal on me,” 
Somma replied.

He received several medals, including the 
American Area Campaign Medal, Coast Guard 
Good Conduct Medal and the Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Medal. 

The Charlottesville also received two commen-
dations, or battle stars, for meritorious participa-
tion in battle.

Into Battles
As a Seaman First Class aboard the Charlot-

tesville, Somma saw action in some of the great 
battles of the Pacific Theater, including the Phil-
ippines, Leyte and Luzon invasions.

Somma said he also spent time in Guadalcanal 
and the Bering Sea.

Other officials who honored Somma included: 

Christopher Chin, U.S. Rep. Jeffrey Van Drew’s 
(R-2nd) director of Veterans Outreach, who 
presented him with a proclamation and a Con-
gressional Challenge Coin.

Assemblymen Antwan McClellan and Erik 
Simonson (both R-1st), with a proclamation.

Sheriff Robert Nolan, Lower Township Coun-
cilmen David Perry, and Thomas Conrad.

Somma also received a quilt from South Jersey 
Quilts of Valor.

Son’s Recollections

Somma’s son, Vincent, was present with his 
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By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - The City of Cape May dedicated 
its March 11 town hall meeting to the on-going 
controversy over a proposed Public Safety Build-
ing (PSB).  

There appeared to be a consensus that the city’s 
public safety departments are housed in deplor-
able facilities in need of being replaced. Yet the 
debate on how to provide new facilities has made 
a solution to the problem elusive.

The city has tried and failed to pass a bond ordi-
nance allocating up to $15 million for construction 
of a facility on the site of the firehouse and fire 
museum on Franklin Street to Washington Street.

A bond issue requires a super-majority of the 
votes of the governing body. In Cape May that 
means it must have four affirmative votes to 
move forward. 

The City Council has been deadlocked at three 
votes for and two against the bond ordinance for 
months. 

Direct Appeal
The town hall meeting on the issue was an 

effort to appeal directly to the public to break 
the deadlock.

All members of council say they agree that the 
outcome will be a referendum, but even the best 
way to achieve that result lacks consensus.

While public health officials urge counties, 
local governments, and school boards to limit 
the use of large gatherings due to the outbreak 
of the coronavirus increasing its presence in the 
state, over 130 Cape May citizens gathered at 
Convention Hall to try to resolve the impasse 
among their representatives.  

Public Safety Bldg  
Debate Divides City

The $15-million Design
The city’s architectural firm, USA Architects, 

presented first at the town hall. 
Architect Andrew Adornato presented artist 

COVID-19 
Update: NJ 
Cases Grow 

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - The most recent update 
from state officials March 15 puts the number of 
COVID-19 positive tests at 98, with 31 new cases 
recorded since the March 14 update. 

Of the 21 New Jersey counties, 13 have re-
ported positive tests. The state has reported two 
deaths attributed to the virus.

The state Department of Health maintains a 
dashboard on the virus in New Jersey at https://
bit.ly/3d6zbVu

North, South No Cases Yet             
The counties that have not reported any pos-

itive tests are either in the northwest (Sussex, 
Warren, and Hunterdon) of the state or the far 
south (Cape May, Gloucester, Atlantic, Salem, 
and Cumberland).

The Johns Hopkins Coronavirus research 
Center lists 3,244 positive cases in the United 
States, with 62 deaths, 40 of which are recorded 
in Washington State.  

For Johns Hopkins site, visit https://bit.
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Carl Price

Centenarian Joseph Somma wears Quilt of 
Valor presented by the South Jersey Chapter 
Quilts of Valor for his service during World 
War II.
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John Wesley United Methodist Church, Swainton
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Bottle of hand sanitizer at Wildwood Crest 
Borough Hall.


