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Job 1: Clean, Safe Beaches 

Many Workers Keep 
Sand Pristine, Safe

By BILL BARLOW 

The sun comes up early in July, but not as 
early as the crews that tend and clean the 
beaches in the resort towns of Cape May 
County. 

In Ocean City, crews are out before first 
light, raking the beach and collecting the 
mountains of trash and recyclable materials left 
by thousands of visitors in and near the steel 
barrels that line the street ends throughout 
the island. 

On a recent morning, before the first tip of 
the sun rose above the waves a little after 5:30 
a.m., some early risers were out with their cam-
eras and phones to capture the solar spectacle, 
while a city worker drove a huge front-end 
loader along the water’s edge, smoothing out 
sections and filling holes dug the prior day. 

Throughout Cape May County, in fact, the 
length of the Jersey shore, towns do their 
best to welcome visitors to their beaches. The 
local economy depends on the billions spent 
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Mom: Delaware Bay Dip
Caused Girl’s Skin Rash

By JIM McCARTY

VILLAS – According to Christina Rusin of Villas, her daughter Tyler 
is suffering from a skin infection that was caused by swimming in 
Delaware Bay near Evergreen Avenue’s beach.

July 8, after swimming in the bay near her home, her daughter be-
gan exhibiting a rash on her face and back that she had never before 
experienced.

“It kind of looks like hives, but there are bumps, and the area looks 
dried out,” according to Rusin. As the condition worsened, Tyler 
was taken to a physician who diagnosed the condition as a bacterial 
infection.

Rusin stated that she is “concerned because she has seen dogs that 
are permitted into the surf poop in the water,” and she wondered if 
the water at the beach is tested for fecal material or other pollutants.

She stated that she knows someone else who suffered from a similar 
rash after swimming at Higbee Beach.

Rusin stated that she has tried to speak with someone from the Cape 
May County Health Department but has been unable to do so.

The county participates in the statewide Cooperative Coastal Mon-
itoring Program that publishes all water quality testing results from 
dozens of test points along the Atlantic Ocean beaches, but no data 
exists for the Delaware Bay.

The test results available from Cape May Point, which is near Higbee 

What’s the State of 
County Tourism?

By COLLIN HALL

Is Cape May County sitting stagnant? 
Twenty years ago the community commissioned a $150,000 study to 

assess a then-growing perception that the county was failing to attract 
new visitors, and that the attractiveness of Cape May County as a tourist 
destination was dwindling amidst America’s changing economic realities. 

The study found that the modern tourist is increasingly upscale, desires 
shorter experiences because of a more demanding work schedule, and 
wants experiences that feel vibrant and exciting. 

The study stated that it often isn’t enough to advertise the beach; the 
modern tourist wants active, unique experiences that capture the spirit 
of the community. 

Modern tourists want an ‘insider view’ of wherever they visit. The 
study asked the question: amidst a tourism industry that seemed to be 
in decline as of 2000, what could the county do by 2020 to attract that 
new kind of tourist? 

What has Cape May County done in the ensuing 20 years to address 
the concerns and opportunities seen in 1998? 

To this end, Cape May County’s Director of Tourism Diane Wieland 
noted huge strides toward more diversified attractions. A website and 
general marketing push for fall (“off-season”) activities in the county 
was commissioned in 2012, and a brief look at fallforthejerseycape.com 
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Photos by Bill Barlow

Front-end loader works on an Ocean City beach as the sun rises. Workers ensure that the sand is cleared of trash and other debris before the first wave of bathers arrive.

Public works workers ensure that beaches are ready in the morning for bathers and 
sail craft operators.
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