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New Cases 7-Day Moving Average

New COVID-19 Cases by Day By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - In the last week, COVID-19 
cases in Cape May County continued to grow. 

Those who fear an economic restart point to 69 
new, confirmed cases and five additional fatalities. 
Those desperate to begin digging out from the 
financial chaos, look to a slower rate of growth 
across the state, to the fact that 40% of the county’s 
cases now recovered sufficiently to be removed from 
quarantine, and to a high percentage of the remain-
ing active cases located in long-term care facilities.

The reality of the public health crisis still looms, 
and so does the economic crisis as well.

Gov. Phil Murphy has a Restart and Recovery 
Commission.  The county has a Business Recovery 
Task Force. Municipalities have created similar 
advisory groups. 

No one is avoiding daily reports of new confirmed 
cases or the grim reality of new fatalities, but the last 
week has been largely about finding a way to reopen.

Murphy allowed the first crack in his relentless 

Moving to a Restart and a New Normal
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Analysis

South Jersey 
Voiceless in 
Governor’s 
Reopening 

Commission
Gov. Phil Murphy announced the membership 

of his Restart and Recovery Commission to “pro-
vide guidance to the Governor for reopening the 
New Jersey economy in a way that is consistent 
with the state’s public health efforts to slow the 
spread of COVID-19.”  

The list of names for the 16 private-sector mem-
bers of the Commission includes business CEOs, 
higher education leaders, labor union officials, 
and ex-federal appointees from past Democratic 
administrations. These include the former chair-
man of the Federal Reserve, a past administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, and a 
previous secretary of Homeland Security. These 
are able individuals of significant accomplishment.
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County Works to Finalize Plans for Reopening
By BILL BARLOW 

COURT HOUSE – A Cape May County task 
force established to respond to the pandemic-fu-
eled economic hardship expects to complete a 
series of recommendations for reopening Cape 
May County this week.

It will not be quick, and it will not be easy, cau-
tioned Freeholder Will Morey, one of the county’s 
elected officials appointed to the group, along with 
Freeholder Leonard Desiderio. Launched as the 
Cape May County Business Recovery Task Force 
April 15, with a focus on helping businesses ac-
cess state and federal programs, it is now known 
as the Cape May County-Wide Recovery Initiative.

Morey said the original 22-member board has 
morphed into working with county officials, the 
16 mayors, health sector professionals, and mul-
tiple other interest groups on a consensus plan.

“Now, you may say that sounds like an im-
possible dream, but at this point we are close,” 
Morey said, in a recent interview. The focus is on 
preserving public safety while working out the 
protocols needed to allow businesses to open for 
the summer, he said.
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Serving on the Front Lines, You Can See Smiles in Their Eyes
By BILL BARLOW

Some days are better than others, said Lynn Schraishuhn, of Ocean 
City, who’s a registered nurse at Shore Medical Center, in Somers Point.

Like almost everyone working in healthcare, she faces new challenges 
and extraordinary pressures with the rise of COVID-19. New steps she 
takes to protect herself and her patients have added a strange dimension 
to her job.

Schraishuhn and other nurses who agreed to be interviewed, say the 
medical profession continues to learn about the coronavirus, and that staff 
members at every level have gone to extraordinary lengths for patients.

In down time, they turn to exercise and the outdoors to stay well, but 
there’s no use pretending: It’s been hard. In 30 years of nursing, Schrai-
shuhn said she’s never seen anything like this. The pressure is extreme.

“We’ve all cried about it,” she said.
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Resident at Wesley 

Manor Tests Positive
 By KAREN KNIGHT

OCEAN CITY - Another long-term care facility 
in Cape May County appeared on the state Depart-
ment of Health’s COVID-19 dashboard this past 
week, and as of May 4, four staff and one resident 
have tested positive for the virus.

According to Jessica Stewart, executive director 
at The Shores at Wesley Manor, three staff who 
tested positive earlier had “no hands-on” care 
with residents. Through contact tracing, they 
were able to trace how the three were infected.

The fourth staff member, who tested positive 
over the May 1-3 weekend, was a caregiver, she 
said.

“As this point, I am assuming everyone is 
positive so we are testing everyone,” she said.

As of May 4, two staff members had returned 
to work and a third is scheduled to return May 
11. The resident tested positive over the May 
1-3 weekend.
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More Coronavirus Testing is Imminent
Rutgers, Pharmacies to 

Introduce Expanded Exams

By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - With the increased ability to 
perform COVID-19 testing, a drive-thru testing 
clinic, sponsored by the Cape May County Health 
Department, closed shop after a “very successful” 
run, testing 73 individuals over the past four 
Wednesdays.

According to Liberty Kocis, health educator & 
risk communicator, Cape May County Department 

of Health, residents needed to be symptomatic and 
have a prescription from a healthcare provider to 
be tested. After making an appointment, patients 
were given a time slot to be tested.

Ten of the 73 tested positive, she said. The 
drive-thru was located at the Cape May County 
Technical School.

The program was sponsored by the health 
department in partnership with CompleteCare 
Health Network, which is separately expanding 
testing in the county for CompleteCare patients 
and county residents by appointment only. First 
responders will be given priority.

Anyone who has symptoms of COVID-19 or 

has been exposed to some one who has tested 
positive for the virus can schedule an appointment 
to have a free phone screening by visiting Com-
pleteCareNJ.org/COVID or calling 609-465-0258. 
Once the screening has been completed, testing 
time and location will be provided. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
has recently expanded its list of possible symptoms 
for COVID-19. Aside from fever, cough and short-
ness of breath, people should also look for chills, 
muscle pain, headache, sore throat, repeated 
shaking with chills, or loss of taste or smell.
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Bill Barlow
The Wildwood Boardwalk remains officially closed, although some people were seen walk-
ing on it during a recent morning. A county task force is working on plans to reopen the 
economy, despite cases of COVID-19 continuing to climb. Social distancing is expected to 
be a part of life for some time.

Submitted
From left, Cindy Keppler, Molly Cusack, Alicia Letts, Kellianne 
Birchler and Amy Vester show the protective gear they wear at 
Cape Regional Medical Center’s COVID-19 ward. Birchler is a 
nurse’s aide, the rest are registered nurses. 

Source:  County Health Department


