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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchase helps support local 

journalism.  Thank you!
See Page A8 for more info.
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Analysis

Does CMCo Reflect State COVID-19 Trends? 
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - There were over 11,000 new 
COVID-19 cases confirmed in the last seven days in New 
Jersey. Hospitalizations reached 1,000 a day for the first 
time in four months. 

The statewide positivity rate, a measure of positive test 
results to total results, for all tests recorded Oct. 25 was 
6.54%, and the statewide transmission rate, as of Oct. 29, 
is 1.25, meaning every four new cases are likely to infect 
five additional individuals, advancing the spread.

Gov. Phil Murphy warned that the second wave of the 
pandemic “is coming now.”

From the time the first COVID-19 case was confirmed 
in Cape May County March 18, the county managed to di-
verge from negative state trends concerning the pandemic. 
Looking at those trends, is that still the case?

New Case Growth
The state is seeing a surge in new cases, with new “hot 

spots” appearing as soon as others are tamped down. The 
spike in new cases in Lakewood soon after the Jewish 
holidays showed signs of abating as a surge made an ap-

pearance in the state’s largest city, Newark. 
Six counties are reporting 100 new cases per day or 

more. The average number of new cases per day across 
the state doubled in October.

In late September and early October, Cape May County’s 
seven-day rolling average of new cases remained below 
50, even adding in the new case count for non-residents. 

As of Nov. 1, that number is 142. In the last seven 
days, the county reported double-digit daily growth in 
new cases each day.

In terms of new case growth, the county is seeing the 
same type of surge that is roiling other parts of the state. 
October ended as the county’s worst month for cumulative 
new cases since April.

Hospitalizations Climbing 
One of the first things that health officials consider when 

trying to gauge the seriousness of a rising case count is 
hospitalizations. 

For the state, a consideration of COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions does nothing to reduce anxiety levels. 

The state’s COVID-19 dashboard places the state’s 71 
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Freeholder Actions

Safari Café Gets Change Order
By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - As preparation for the $2.03 
million Safari Cafe continues at the Cape May 
County Park in Swainton, a $94,147 change 
order was approved by freeholders Oct. 27. 
The contract was awarded May 12 (https://bit.
ly/3kTfowx).  

Edward Runyon, parks director, explained the 
change with R. Wilkinson & Sons Construction 
was required due to soil in an area, about 80 

feet from the restrooms near an exhibit, was 
not stable enough to support the 80-by-60-foot 
concrete structure.

Runyon said about 700 cubic yards of required 
compatible fill would be covered by the change 
order. 

He said the plan would allow for more of a 
courtyard area in front of the lion and would 
allow for ease of maintenance for vehicles to 
access the area.

Board Urges Yes Vote
Freeholders unanimously passed a resolution 

urging voter support of a Constitutional amend-
ment to permit veterans who served in peacetime 
to be eligible for a $250 property tax deduction, 
and a 100% tax exemption for those who were 
disabled, but who did not serve in time of war. 

The vote took place during the Nov. 3 general 
election.

Legion Post 239 Honored
The American Legion Post 239 in Tuckahoe, 

better known as the Aaron Wittkamp Colwell 
Post, received recognition by the board on at-
taining 100 years of service. A celebration was 
planned Oct. 31, along the Tuckahoe-Mount 
Pleasant Road, which was closed to traffic during 
the event. 

According to the resolution, the post was 
named to honor the memory of Army Chaplain 
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Fate Rests with Future Buyer

By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD – The coronavirus impacted daily 
life, including patterns of worship and cherished 
traditions. For the members and leaders in No-
tre Dame de la Mer Parish, financial challenges 
triggered obstacles but also paved the way for 
new beginnings.  

Faith Matters is investigating the reason behind 
the upcoming sale and liquidation of the former 
St. Ann Rectory and St. Ann’s school, located on 
Magnolia Avenue. 

Rev. Joseph Wallace and Parish Administrator 
Kevin Quinn Oct. 29 wished the truth to be made 
known. Further specifics regarding the property’s 
fate are unknown.  

“It will be made public,” Wallace said, assuring 
parishioners of full disclosure and transparency 
when the time is right. 

A Tale of Two Schools 
On social media, anonymous residents ex-

pressed concern and anger at the liquidation of the 
school and rectory. A liquidation sale is planned 
Nov. 6-8 at the school.

Wallace emphasized that the sale has nothing to 
do with the Diocese of Camden and its financial 
struggles. 

According to Wallace, St. Ann’s school was 
a culmination of three Catholic schools in the 
county, including St. Raymond’s, in Villas. In 
2010, Cape Trinity Elementary School offered a 
preschool program until they relocated to Wild-
wood Catholic Academy. 

In April 2020, as students and their families 
rallied to keep Wildwood Catholic’s doors open, 
parish leaders recognized that keeping two facil-
ities open was impossible. 

Wallace praised Carole Pantalone and Joe Bogle 
for organizing “their army of volunteers” in raising 
funds to save Wildwood Catholic. 

“We would have to undergo all kinds of renova-
tions,” Quinn explained. Fifty preschool students 
were once enrolled at the St. Ann’s location. 
He explained how the parish “simply could not 
compete” with public schools, as they offered 
preschool programs for free. 

According to Quinn, the parish engaged in an 
“on and off again” negotiation with Wildwood 
public schools to purchase the building over the 
past 10 years, yet the plan never finalized, never 
“gaining traction.”    

Faith Matters

St. Ann Rectory, School to be Liquidated

Young Refutes Resignation; Lawyer Says Seat’s Vacant
By CAMILLE SAILER

PETERSBURG – Over 130 participants joined 
Upper Township Committee’s virtual meeting 
Oct. 26, a number that exceeded the usual gath-
ering by more than ten-fold. 

The meeting began with a discussion about 
Hobart “Hobie” Young, who supposedly resigned 
from the governing body Oct. 19 after outrage 
over digitally manipulated memes portraying 

Democratic vice-presidential candidate Kamala 
Harris in sexually suggestive positions that were 
posted to his Facebook page.

Frank Corrado, a lawyer hired by the mu-
nicipality, opened with a statement addressing 
whether Young’s intent to resign was binding. 

“We consider Mr. Young’s seat now vacant 
based on the resignation he filed Oct. 19. He is 
not a member now of the municipal committee, 
and we understand Mr. Young might have a 

different opinion and might believe he has legal 
remedies regarding his submitted resignation. 
As a result, I am advising committee members 
to make no further substantive statement on the 
matter,” Corrado said.

“I received misinformation about what I should 
do and panicked,” said Young. “My resignation 
was not signed either in letter form or by email, 
and therefore, according to my legal team, it is not 
valid. Furthermore, I said I was ‘going to resign,’ 

not that I had.” 
“See you in court,” he concluded.
During public comment, dozens of residents 

for over two hours spoke on what many termed 
“the low level of where Upper Township politics 
and elected officials have sunk in a community 
we love.” 

Their remarks centered around Young’s social 
media posts, the recent one, as well as several 
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Rachel Rogish

St. Ann Rectory has stood on the corner of 
Magnolia Avenue for over 100 years.
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