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A Salute to
Veterans
His goal as a young man was to use his love
for hunting and fishing to earn a forestry degree,
live in the Adirondacks, and meet a girl who
loved the forest like him, and get married.
However, he didn’t enjoy his forestry program
at Syracuse University and eventually transferred
into business. He and a friend started their own
construction business during their senior year,
building homes.
“Until we went bankrupt,” he noted. “We
went to Tennessee, and it was a good experience,
but we grew too big. I lost everything, including
my wife.”
Over the years, he tried other jobs, eventually
meeting a guy in Philadelphia who encouraged
him to join Yellow Cab. He thought he would
work there for six months to give him time
to get back on his feet and figure out what
he wanted to do, but he stayed for 23 years,
working for the company and the union in all
sorts of “enjoyable” jobs.
At 61, he became a social worker for Cape
May County for another 19 years, retiring just
before his 80th birthday.
Provided
This photo of Bill Fitzgerald, of Woodbine,
was taken in the fall of 1945 on the
outskirts of Tokyo, Japan. In the background
is remnants of a warehouse destroyed by
bombs. Fitzgerald was among the vanguards
that secured Tokyo in World War II. “At that
time, there was no question about serving.
You did what was best for your country,”
Fitzgerald said.
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World War II veteran Bill Fitzgerald, 95, of Woodbine, poses for a Nov. 3, 2021, photo at
American Legion Post 298, in Woodbine, where he is a member.
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Fitzgerald said he was starting a three-day rest
and relaxation stint at a lake resort when, the
next morning, he learned that the atomic bomb
had been dropped on Japan. He was on a plane
to Okinawa soon after, because the war had
changed overnight.
“We didn’t know about the bomb before it was
dropped,” he recalled, referring to the soldiers.
“We were gearing up for the invasion, but things
changed overnight and that never happened.”
In Okinawa, a young Fitzgerald and his unit
had to visit prisoner of war camps, hospitals,
armories, and other facilities to make sure rifles
were stacked and ammunition stored, according
to the Potsdam Declaration, which called for the
unconditional surrender of Japan.
He ended up spending a year in Japan, recalling
“the people were great toward us. There was
no animosity, except for a few of the officers.
Many of them had been educated in the U.S.,
in colleges on the West Coast, and thought we
would be soft, but the American soldier was a
very good soldier back then.”

Most of his paratrooping jumps were done
after the war, according to Fitzgerald. He would
often jump for other soldiers, so they could keep
their wings.
“I would jump for them if they didn’t want to
do it,” he said. “I was 18, 19 years old, and it
was fun for me to jump. It was a sport to me.”
By the end of 1946, Fitzgerald returned home
to upstate New York and thought it was too late
to start college that year. A provision of the 1944
GI Bill enabled all former servicemen to receive
$20 of unemployment benefits per week for
52 weeks per year while they were looking for
work, of which Fitzgerald participated.
“My dad was an engineer for General
Electric, and he started working as a young
boy,” Fitzgerald said. “I had small jobs every
summer, too, growing up, but I joined the
52/20 Club and became a bum, in a way. You
had to periodically show you were looking for
work, but we lived at home, ate at home, and
spent our money on beer, and I had an old jalopy
that ran.”
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Dave Zweigenbaum, left, first commander,
American Legion Post 298, in Woodbine,
said of World War II veteran Bill Fitzgerald,
right: “It is very rare to know of a living
World War II veteran, and we are honored
to have Bill Fitzgerald as a member of our
post.” Photo taken Nov. 3, 2021.

Woodbine’s

Dionysus Restaurant
Congratulates Long Time
Customer and Friend
Bill Fitzgerald
on his 95th Birthday!

Thank you Bill
for your service
in the Pacific
during WWII

At 95, Fitzgerald still drives, enjoys his
vegetable garden in the summer, and gets
together with other veterans at the Belleplain
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6257 and
American Legion Post 298, in Woodbine.
“I didn’t join these two groups until later in
life, and regret not joining sooner,” he lamented.
“These are two good service organizations with
a nice group of men and women who do a lot of
good projects.
“Both of these groups need new members,
and I encourage veterans, especially females,
to join. They can help you connect to services
for vets, make new friends and encourage you,
so I hope that this Veterans Day you make the
connection for yourself.”
To contact Karen Knight, email kknight@
cmcherald.com.
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Resident Bill Fitzgerald

on his 95th Birthday
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during WWII

~ Fine furniture, accessories and fun stuff for your home ~

15% Off
For All Veterans!
with Military ID

Delivery
Service
Available

m
Custors
Orde
r
Ou y
Specialt “We’re right behind the Wawa Exit 17 GSP” • Open Mon. thru Sat. 10am-5pm / Sun. 11am-4pm

556 Sea Isle Blvd in Ocean View Plaza, Ocean View • 609 624-1544

