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By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE – As the pandemic returns in 
many parts of the nation, Cape May County’s metrics 
continued to trend down. The rate of growth in case 
counts slowed perceptively, with a total of 18 new 
cases since June 9.

The week brought seven additional fatalities, 
calling attention to the fact that the virus is still with 
us, and that those over 65 are the most vulnerable to 
severe complications. The average age of the seven 
individuals who died this week was 78.

Although the public health numbers have shown 
dramatic improvement since peaks in April, Gov. 
Phil Murphy announced this week the grim reality 
that the number of fatalities in the state as a result 
of COVID-19 topped the number of New Jersey 
servicemen who died in World War II.

A 69-year-old horseman from Little Ferry, in 
Bergen County, died at Hackensack Medical Center 
March 11, becoming the first confirmed COVID-19 

Analysis

Health Metrics Improve, Economy Hobbled
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Analysis

Property Taxes, Mortgages React to COVID
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE – A concerned public has spent 
two months watching the daily numbers on new 
COVID-19 cases: the percentage of individuals 
who recovered and moved off quarantine, and the 
number of people who succumbed to the disease.

Several economists have been watching a 
different set of numbers, including the number 
of mortgages that go into forbearance, the per-
centage of individuals who can make payments, 
even while in forbearance, and the projections 
of foreclosures when temporary federal and state 

protections are removed.
Nationwide, April was a scary month for those 

who follow the housing market. The month ended 
with 4.25 million loans in forbearance, represent-
ing 9% of the total active mortgages, and over $1 
trillion in unpaid principal balance.

The numbers coincide with unemployment 
claims. April saw an unprecedented spike in 
jobless claims while also witnessing the largest 
single-month increase in the mortgage delinquen-
cy rate on record. 

April was also the cruelest month in terms 
of the public health impact of the pandemic. 

Government at all levels tried to help with the 
potential housing crisis, with temporary bans on 
foreclosures and evictions, increased availability of 
forbearance options, and extended grace periods 
for property taxes.

The good news, in April, was that 46% of the 
homeowners who sought forbearance protection 
made payments. In May, worries grew as that 
percentage dropped to 21%, even as the number 
of homes in forbearance declined. Extended 
forbearance periods, moratoriums on foreclosure 
activities, and one-time federal stimulus payments 
act to camouflage the potential extent of the 

housing problem.
If there is a national reason to worry, there 

is a reason for New Jerseyans to be even more 
concerned. The state, pre-pandemic, was not 
in good shape to weather an economic storm. 
Again, looking to April, New Jersey’s mortgage 
delinquency rate jumped 5.1%, with only Nevada 
and New York performing worse.

In Cape May County, the types of foreclosure 
problems that dogged the housing market after 
the Great Recession and following Superstorm 
Sandy have not reappeared in the most recent 

Let’s Talk About 
Education

By CAPE ISSUES

Cape Issues is a group of county residents who 
gather regularly to focus on issues they see as vital 
to the future of the county. One of those issues is 
the county’s public education system.

We at Cape Issues appreciate and applaud the 
hard work of local teachers, administrators, and 
parents who are engaged in providing education-
al opportunities for the county’s youth. That is 
especially true in this time of crisis. 

The abrupt closure of schools, the hurriedly 
planned use of remote instruction, and the anxiety 
over future directions and funding have placed 
enormous challenges in the path of an already 
difficult task. Teachers, parents, educational lead-
ers, and students have taken on the challenges 
admirably.

Responding to the COVID-19 crisis has in-
creased collaboration, shared services and skills, 
and parental involvement. The circumstances 
have also created hardship, making it difficult to 
assess the achievement of expected educational 
goals. 

Where we are in terms of educational progress, 
what we may need to do to regain some lost 
ground, and the development of future educa-
tional plans/contingencies are now front and 
center to consider.

Funding constraints are also almost certain to 
follow in the wake of the pandemic. These would 
come on top of state funding declines already 
planned before the virus made its appearance 
and need to be seriously considered as part of 
a realistic discussion of educational initiatives.   

While some might argue that this is not the 
time to suggest new goals or initiatives, not an 
appropriate point for retrospection on what we 
can do better or how limited resources may be 
applied in alternative ways; we posit that the 
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Visitors Return to Reopened Zoo
By CAMILLE SAILER

COURT HOUSE - In yet another welcome sign 
of recovering from the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Cape May County Zoo opened its gates to visitors 
June 13 for the first time in three months since it 
was closed for COVID precautions. 

According to earlier reports, the zoo’s 550-plus 
animals, representing over 250 species, were 
well cared for by the zoo’s staff of caregivers and 
veterinarians during the hiatus, but missed the 
stimulation that comes with being star attractions 
for many in the region. 

Before the opening, Associate Veterinarian Dr. 
Alex Ernst said, “We have these animals here for 
the public to make a connection with them and 
to hopefully realize they are worth saving and 
conserving. That is our mission, and we are finally 
able to get back to that.” 

Throngs of people streamed through the gates 
of the zoo, as is a traditional rite of summer for so 
many families, both residents and visitors. Cars 
waited to access the zoo premises and parking 
lots in locations more remote from the gates 
were filled.

Crest Hotel, Motel Pools Set to Reopen June 22
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD CREST - Motel and hotel owners 
finally have a date when they can reopen their 
swimming pools. Gov. Phil Murphy announced 
June 8 that outdoor pools would be allowed to 
reopen June 22.

The announcement couldn’t have come sooner, 
as a warm start to June left hotel guests frustrated, 
or even canceling, because of the inability to use 
the pools. 

Steve Tecco, president of the Greater Wildwood 
Hotel and Motel Association, said some reserva-

tions are being lost to Delaware, Maryland, and 
Virginia, where he said pools are open.

“We were disappointed when we heard Mon-
day (June 8) that it’s June 22, but at least now we 
have a compass that we can go by,” said Tecco, 
who also owns a Wildwood Crest hotel.

Previously, hotel owners were receiving calls 
from people with reservations in late June and 
July, asking if swimming pools would be open, 
and hotel operators didn’t have a response, as 
their fate rested with the governor. 

Wildwood Crest Mayor Don Cabrera was 
lobbying, along with the other Wildwood Crest 

commissioners, for outdoor pools to be opened by 
Murphy. Cabrera said he pressed the governor’s 
office on the issue, and the three commissioners 
passed a formal resolution urging Murphy to open 
pools at their last public meeting. 

“In fact, I got contact from their office that said 
that had I not been doing that, this may have taken 
a long time,” said Cabrera. 

He agreed that the date was later than he was 
hoping for and said the borough is in a tricky spot 
in the meantime.

“It’s better to have a date than to not have a 

John Szramiak

Yellow lines leading up to the entrance of the Cape May County Zoo help guests with social 
distancing.
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