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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.
This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 
free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help  
support local journalism. 
Thank you!
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COURT HOUSE – Voters across the coun-
ty headed to the polls Nov. 8 to cast their 
ballots. The results of these elections hadn’t 
been announced when this edition of the 
Herald went to print. Scan the QR code to 
view live updates on vote totals in Cape May 
County races. 

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

COURT HOUSE – For many Vietnam veterans, 
the country and its conflict were something of a 
mystery. Many people didn’t even know where 
it was on a world map until the mid-1960s when 
the U.S. effort was ramped up and more American 
casualties were being realized. 

Those who were sent to Vietnam were young – 
on average they were 22, contrary to the common 
notion that the average age was 19. Each of the 
Cape May County locals who are profiled below 
went off to fight at a young age. During World War 
II, entire neighborhoods went to war together; 
in Vietnam, soldiers went to war alone and came 
home alone. These are some of their stories.

Edmond Cubbage, U.S. Army, 
1st Infantry Division 

Edmond “Eddie” Cubbage authored a book that 
contained his experiences as a veteran, titled “Just 

Provided
Ed Cubbage, right, with a fellow soldier.

Vietnam Vets:  
Drafted Alone, Returned Alone

a Kid from Swampoodle to Vietnam.” Swampoodle 
is his native Philadelphia neighborhood near the 
old Connie Mac Stadium. Cubbage was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam from 
August 1965 to August 1967, saying he was 
caught in the first double draft – a term that 
referred to two-year tours.

“I saw on television that (President) Johnson 
was doubling the draft on Thursday or Friday, 
and on Monday or Tuesday I got my draft notice,” 
he said. 

At 19, Cubbage left Silver Street in Swampoodle 
and went to Fort Jackson, South Carolina, with 
other guys who were 19 to 20 years old. His father 
drove him to the airport and said, “Don’t be no 
hero – just come home.”

“I didn’t know too much about Vietnam. It was 
just beginning,” he said. 

Cubbage didn’t know many of the guys he was 
inducted with – a couple from the neighborhood 
and some he recognized from North Catholic High 
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By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

WILDWOOD CREST – The Borough of Wild-
wood Crest requested a hearing to pursue “alter-
native dispute resolution” (ADR) with the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) after the DEP denied a permit that would 
have made some beachfront storage and parking 
facilities legal.

Wildwood Crest Mayor Don Cabrera said the 

Wildwood Crest Faces Its Own DEP Dilemma
problem with filing such a request with the DEP 
is that it can take a long time before the matter 
is resolved. 

“The ADR committee of the DEP hears the 
request of a municipality, and that can take 
some time – maybe 
a year. We applied 
for that hearing, 
and it could be a 
couple of hearings. 
In the meantime, 
we’re trying to get by,” he said.

The borough was notified in an Aug. 16 letter 
from the DEP that its request for a Coastal Area 
Facilities Review Act (CAFRA) permit was denied. 

The DEP said Wildwood Crest created dunes 
that were visible in aerial photos from 1995 to 
1997. The presence of the dunes was noted 
again in 2007, and the notice says between 2007 
and 2020 approximately 8,300 square feet of 
sand were excavated from the dunes. The sand 
was removed to provide space for emergency 
response vehicle parking and emergency equip-
ment storage. 

The DEP issued a Notice of Violation to Wild-
wood Crest on March 13, 2021, regarding the 
parking and storage structures; specifically, three 
14-by-40-foot sheds. In response, the borough 
moved the sheds about a mile away to the Pub-
lic Works yard and filed for a CAFRA permit in 
order to make the parking and storage legal with 

the DEP. 
According to findings in the DEP’s notice of vi-

olation, the sheds were described by the borough 
as permanent, and the borough had to provide 
evidence that they were suitably anchored so 

as to resist float-
ing or collaps-
ing. The notice 
also referred to a 
dune area being 
excavated and 

cleared of vegetation to accommodate the three 
sheds and parking area. Any alteration of a dune 
must be part of a DEP beach and dune manage-
ment plan, the notice says. 

The DEP said the borough never considered 
moving the tourist information center, located to 
the northwest of the beach patrol headquarters, 
and using that space for storage. Likewise, the 
DEP said the borough constructed a facility used 
for bike rental, and three lots containing a public 
park, which would have been suitable sites for 
storage. 

The DEP recommended the borough use small 
sheds for beach patrol storage and move them 
off-site during the off-season. 

Cabrera said there is some disconnect between 
what the DEP recommends and what is practical 
for the borough.

“We are in the process of getting ready to 
renovate the beach patrol building. The (Nesbit 

Information Center) building has been used by 
tourism as an information center. We’re not pre-
pared to take the tourism headquarters and turn it 
into storage. It doesn’t make sense,” Cabrera said. 

Cabrera said the Nesbit Center is not big 
enough to suit the borough’s needs, and as far as 
the bike shop is concerned, he said it is a money 
maker for the borough. He said the message the 
DEP is missing is that the sheds are to house all 
the beach safety equipment – wave runners, res-
cue boats, etc. – and the DEP wants the borough 
to store them off-premises. 

He said moving this equipment around is both 
labor-intensive and time-consuming. He said it 
makes more sense to have all the equipment and 

Christopher South
Mayor Don Cabrera signs a document at the 
borough’s commissioner meeting Oct. 26.

Cabrera said there is some disconnect 

between what the DEP recommends 

and what is practical for the borough.

By CHRISTOPHER SOUTH

WHITESBORO – Although teaching and preach-
ing are essentially the same, the newest pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Whitesboro is making 
the transition from the classroom, teaching Global 
Studies and African American History, to the pul-
pit, where his focus is the Word of God. 

The Rev. Douglas H. Moore was born and raised 
in Montclair, and after teaching for seven years 
in Newark, he began teaching in Montclair. After 
31 years in teaching, he said, he is a few years 
from retirement. 

Moore served in what the Baptist tradition 
calls a pastor-elect before being installed as the 
pastor in June. He began his ministry in 2013 at 
Fountain Baptist Church in Summit, while earn-
ing his Master of Divinity from New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary, where he is now working 
on his doctorate. 

Coming from an area where the Manhattan 
skyline is visible, Moore is shepherding a church 

From Teacher to Preacher: 

Whitesboro Pastor Has a Vision
that is the oldest institution in Whitesboro. Like 
many long-established churches though, it has 
been on the decline. 

“I inherited a church that has declined in mem-
bers over the years. You know, a lot of saints have 
been called home to the Lord. It’s a church that 
has a small, but very faithful membership. And 
even though we’ve been here for 118 years, we 
see the need to relaunch and reconnect with the 
community,” Moore said. 

Moore said the church is making an intentional 
effort to do things outside of the building, such 
as the trunk or treat held Oct. 29. He said the 
church did a backpack giveaway just before school 
opened and is opening its doors to other outreach 
organizations.

“We are trying to partner with them in terms of 
providing services and meeting the needs of the 
community, whether that be through direct action 
or raised awareness about certain issues,” he said. 

Christopher South
The Reverend Douglas Moore poses in front 
of the First Baptist Church of Whitesboro 
Oct. 29.


