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County’s Towns 
Plan Festivities
To Mark July 4

 
All across Cape May County, resort and mainland 

communities plan to hold parades and fireworks dis-
plays to honor the 243rd anniversary of our nation’s 
independence. Celebrate our independence at one of 
these Fourth of July parades or fireworks spectaculars! 
See page A17 for details.

July 4 Coolidge 

Excerpts 150th
The following are excerpts from President Calvin 

Coolidge’s address in Philadelphia, July 5, 1926 re-
garding the 150th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

Amid all the clash of conflicting interests, amid all 
the welter of partisan politics, every American can 
turn for solace and consolation to the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution of the United 
States with the assurance and confidence that those two 
great charters of freedom and justice remain firm and 
unshaken. Whatever perils appear, whatever dangers 
threaten, the Nation remains secure in the knowledge 
that the ultimate application of the law of the land will 
provide an adequate defense and protection.

It is not here necessary to examine in detail the 
causes which led to the American Revolution. In 
their immediate occasion they were largely economic. 
The colonists objected to the navigation laws which 
interfered with their trade, they denied the power of 
Parliament to impose taxes which they were obliged to 
pay, and they therefore resisted the royal governors and 
the royal forces which were sent to secure obedience 
to these laws. 

But the conviction is inescapable that a new civiliza-
tion had come, a new spirit had arisen on this side of 
the Atlantic more advanced and more developed in its 
regard for the rights of the individual than that which 
characterized the Old World. Life in a new and open 
country had aspirations which could not be realized in 
any subordinate position. A separate establishment was 
ultimately inevitable. It had been decreed by the very 
laws of human nature. Man everywhere has an uncon-
querable desire to be the master of his own destiny.

The American Revolution represented the in-
formed and mature convictions of a great mass of 
independent, liberty-loving, God-fearing people 
who knew their rights, and possessed the courage 
to dare to maintain them.

This obedience of the delegates to the wishes of 
their constituents, which in some cases caused them to 
modify their previous positions, is a matter of great sig-
nificance. It reveals an orderly process of government 
in the first place; but more than that, it demonstrates 
that the Declaration of Independence was the result of 
the seasoned and deliberate thought of the dominant 
portion of the people of the Colonies. 

Adopted after long discussion and as the result of 
the duly authorized expression of the preponderance 
of public opinion, it did not partake of dark intrigue 
or hidden conspiracy. It was well advised. It had about 
it nothing of the lawless and disordered nature of a 
riotous insurrection. It was maintained on a plane 
which rises above the ordinary conception of rebellion. 

It was in no sense a radical movement but took on 
the dignity of a resistance to illegal usurpations. It was 
conservative and represented the action of the colonists 
to maintain their constitutional rights which from time 
immemorial had been guaranteed to them under the 
law of the land.

It was not because it was proposed to establish 
a new nation, but because it was proposed to 
establish a nation on new principles, that July 
4, 1776, has come to be regarded as one of the 
greatest days in history. 

Great ideas do not burst upon the world unan-
nounced. They are reached by a gradual development 
over a length of time usually proportionate to their 
importance. This is especially true of the principles 
laid down in the Declaration of Independence. Three 
very definite propositions were set out in its pream-
ble regarding the nature of mankind and therefore of 
government. These were the doctrine that all men 
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