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Growth Will Continue in ’19
By CARL PRICE

CREST HAVEN – Cape May County Tourism Department 
Director Diane Weiland made an investment to keep Cape 
May County in the public eye. 

At the Cape May County Tourism Conference at 
the County Administration Building May 17, she 
said that her department gave away 650 pounds 
of saltwater taffy at tourism conferences last year. 

Cape May County’s tourism industry has shown con-
tinual growth since at least 1994 when the first economic 
impact study was conducted; 2018 was no exception as tourism spending 
hit the $6.6 billion mark, up 3.8% from the prior year.

That trend will continue, Weiland told tourism leaders, local officials and businesspeople, 
and she wasn’t alone in her assessment. 

Assemblyman Bruce Land (D-1st), vice chair of the Tourism, Gaming and History 
Committee, Jeffrey Vasser, director of New Jersey’s Division of Travel and Tourism, and 
Freeholder E. Marie Hayes agreed.

Land said keeping those numbers on the rise may depend on what happens in Trenton. 
He has been fighting the bed-and-breakfast (B&B) tax on people renting their homes and 
the $15-per-hour minimum wage, along with brewery issues and things affecting the 
fishing industry.

“The minimum wage increase will hurt the First District,” Land said. “I paid the price 
for voting against the increase. That kind of hurt me up there (Trenton) because I had 
a few things pending. They weren’t happy with the fact that I voted no. They really 
wanted that to go up.”

During a question-and-answer session, Vasser said he didn’t think the minimum 
wage increase would hurt the tourism industry.

“There’s going to be carve-outs for seasonal businesses,” Vasser said. “I think it will 
be absorbed. People still want to come here.”

Land said he is working on obtaining funding to repair and replace portions of 
Wildwood’s boardwalk and on increasing appropriations for the arts, cultural projects 
and for tourism development.

Vasser, who addressed the Cape May County Chamber of Commerce the previ-
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Tourism Chief: Visitors Abound
By RACHEL SHUBIN

SWAINTON – Jeff Vasser, executive director, New Jersey Division of 
Travel and Tourism, discussed the impact tourism has on New Jersey 

at the Cape May County Chamber of Commerce meeting at Avalon 
Links Restaurant May 16.

Vasser gave an overview of the state’s marketing plan for 
2019 and a recap of the tourism economic impact report 

for 2018. He noted that tourism is the seventh largest 
employer in New Jersey. “Of the 333,860 jobs tour-

ism creates for New Jersey, 26,572 of those jobs 
are in Cape May County,” Vasser said. 

Cape May County has the highest number of 
tourism jobs in the state. “Looking into the 26,572 

jobs, a very significant 42.6 percent of those jobs are related to tourism. You can see just how 
tourism dependent our economy is in Cape May County,” he said. 

Visitor spending in 2018 surpassed $44 billion, which is one of the fastest rates of growth 
over the past six years. There was also a record breaking number of over 110 million visitors 
to New Jersey in 2018, with 9.82 million trips in Cape May County. The second-home market 
also drives visitors to the shore. 

The increase in the number of visitors was 7.4%. Typically the growth rate increases by 3-4% 
a year. Vasser attributed the doubled increase in visitors to two aspects. 

The first was the two new casinos in Atlantic City, drumming up excitement and visitors in 
Atlantic County. Second was the state’s focus on the non-shore related amenities. “There’s a lot 
more than the shore,” Vasser said. 

An important aspect for the future of tourism in Cape May County is focusing on the return 
on investment by promoting offshore activities outside of the beachfront, Vasser said. 

For 2019, marketing goals for New Jersey include promotion of arts, culture and history.
“In seven short years, we are going to be celebrating the 250th anniversary of the American 

Revolution and New Jersey was central to that,” Vasser said. “We haven’t done a very good job 
of telling that story.  But we have 140 different Revolutionary War sites in New Jersey. And 
we’ve got to focus on that and really make sure that people know about it, because it’s a great 
story to tell.”

Another aspect of New Jersey promotion is the wineries. “If somebody hasn’t had a bottle of 

Drone Delivers Shovel to Groundbreaking
By CARL PRICE

ERMA – As the groundbreaking for Cape 
May County’s Tech Village was about to take 
place May 15, Freeholder Will Morey noticed 
the group was short a shovel, so he called for 
another. 

Suddenly, a drone carrying a special, golden 
shovel appeared on the horizon and gently 
delivered the implement to the site. With that, 
the importance of the soon-to-be-constructed 
“village” was brought into focus.

“Today we are ushering in economic inno-
vation and development for Cape May County 
and the region,” Morey said. “We are reimag-
ining our economy to include technology, not 
just tourism. We are offering our young people 
a more diverse career choice, so they can go 
to college, get a degree and come back home 
to live and work.” 

The event showcased the first of three 
buildings planned as part of an economic de-
velopment project that will take place at the 
Cape May County Airport in Erma. 

The property will house a $6.2 million, 

20,000-square foot innovation hub to encour-
age the evolution of emerging tech businesses 
that will provide sustainable, year-round jobs 
to residents in the region.

According to Freeholder Director Gerald 
Thornton, the initial building is already 50% 
leased by D-Tech International, Inc., and Cel-
lular Tracking Technologies, Inc., which will 
occupy 5,000-square feet of the building.

“I always believed the airport property was 
not being used to its full potential,” said Thorn-
ton. “The freeholder board spent some money 
here to upgrade roads and parking lots, improve 
infrastructure and encourage economic devel-
opment. The UAS (Unmanned Aircraft System) 
industry is a multi-billion-dollar industry. We 
need to get some of that business here.” 

D-Tech International, Inc., was launched 
in 2002 by Managing Director Marvin Crisp. 

D-Tech International Ltd is a privately owned 
company and is one of the leading suppliers 
of technology products and services for public 
spaces in the United Kingdom and in the U.S. 
and Canada, mostly in the library sector and re-
cently in radio-frequency identification (RFID) 
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technologies for tracking, managing, protecting 
and forecasting demand.

Crisp said that when they first located in 
Cape May County, many parts were imported 
or manufactured outside the country.

“Now we manufacture everything here in 
Cape May County or purchase it from a local 
source,” Crisp explained.

Michael Lanzone, chief executive officer 
of Cellular Tracking Technologies, said Cape 
May County makes sense for a company that 

Wildwood Dedicates POW Chair of Honor
By TAYLOR HENRY

WILDWOOD - From now on, there 
will always be an empty seat at Wildwood 
events and meetings.

The empty seat is a Prisoner of War 
(POW) Chair of Honor dedicated to the 
more than 82,000 American service mem-
bers who were prisoners of war or who are 
missing in action (MIA).

“There’s a lot of men and women who 
are not sitting in this room - I think some-
where they’re up above us watching - but 
they aren’t in here enjoying the liberties 
that they fought for,” said Mayor Ernie 
Troiano. “What we have here is just a small 

token of our appreciation.”
On May 16, the City of Wildwood 

unveiled a leather-upholstered Bergere 
armchair, adorned with a golden POW-MIA 
emblem, that will be a permanent fixture 
in City Hall. The chair is surrounded by 
rope and perched upon a wooden platform 
on the south side of the Commissioners’ 
meeting room.

“I don’t have to tell the veterans what 
this means because they know,” Troiano 
said. “They know what this chair rep-
resents. They know what it means to the 
veterans’ community.”

The city also presented a POW-MIA 
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Taylor Henry

Wildwood’s Prisoner of War Chair of Honor re-
ceives blessing in City Hall May 16.
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Nate Ernst, owner of a drone technology 
company, piloted the drone that delivered 
a shovel to the groundbreaking May 15.


