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County Prepares for Coronavirus
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - A Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) threat assessment 
states that the “potential public health threat 
posed by 2019 novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 
is high, both globally and to the U.S.” The state-
ment continues that for the “general American 
public, who are unlikely to be exposed to the 
virus, the immediate health threat is low.”

The state Health Department has under-
scored the CDC’s conclusions, noting that no 
confirmed cases of the virus have been found 
in the state. 

Four individuals from a cruise ship docked 
in New Jersey were suspected cases, but have 
been ruled out following testing. One pas-
senger, at Newark International Airport, was 
subjected to mandatory quarantine.

Gov. Phil Murphy established a state task 
force in order to ensure that the state has 
“strong preparedness protocols in place.” Local 
health professionals have attended a statewide 
workshop on the virus.

According to Rosemary Dunn, chief nursing 
officer, Cape Regional Medical Center, “Cape 
Regional Medical Center has developed and 
implemented protocols, in conjunction with 
the local and state departments of health, for 
evaluating patients for the novel coronavirus.”

Dunn added that international travelers who 

have signs and symptoms of a fever, cough and 
shortness of breath will “be asked to put on a 
mask and will be taken directly to an isolation 
room. Staff will wear personal protective 
equipment, which includes a mask, eye pro-
tection, gown and gloves. Once a patient has 
been identified, the local health department 
will be contacted for further instructions and 
guidance.”

Acting quickly, CDC officials have developed 
and begun distributing test kits to laboratories 
across the nation. Prior to the development of 
the kits, only the CDC was able to perform the 
necessary tests to confirm a case of the virus.

Number of Cases
Cases of the virus are multiplying rapidly. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) Feb. 
6 stated that the virus had not peaked. The 
virus is largely confined to China, with 99% 
of confirmed cases in that country.

Patient zero, used to refer to the person 
identified as the first carrier of a communicable 
disease in an outbreak of related cases, pre-
sented with symptoms of the virus, in Wuhan, 
China, in December 2019. Wuhan is the capital 
city of the central China province of Hubei. 

Wuhan is a city of 11 million people. 
Transportation to and from the city has been 
suspended.
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OC Hears Plans for Offshore Wind Project
By BILL BARLOW

OCEAN CITY – Resi-
dents went to the Ocean 
City Tabernacle Feb. 8 
to learn more about an 
offshore wind project that 
supporters see as a step 
away from fossil fuels for 
New Jersey.

Last year, Gov. Phil 
Murphy tapped Danish 
energy giant Orsted for 
the first step in a clean-en-

ergy plan that could power a half-million 
homes. The company has years of work ahead 
of it to get the needed permits for the project, 
Kris Ohleth, Orsted’s senior manager for 
government affairs, told about 75 people at 
the event. Plans call for the 1,100-megawatt 
project to start generating power by 2024.

First, the project, known as Ocean Wind, 
needs to build the infrastructure to bring that 

power into the energy grid, then build the 
collection of massive wind turbines about 15 
miles off the coast of Atlantic and Cape May 
counties.

The turbine blades are proposed to have a 
radius of more than 720 feet, far larger than 
the boardwalk Ferris wheels in beachside 
amusement parks. 

At the event, Orsted staff had renderings 
mounted on easels, showing what the planned 
turbines may look like from the beach on a 
clear day. The images show a gray line on 
the far horizon, as seen from the beach in 
Atlantic City.

After a brief introduction by Carol Beske, 
of ACT Engineers, and from Ohleth, those 
attending gathered in the lobby, where Orsted 
staff members set up tables to discuss various 
topics related to the project. Organizers said 
that gave residents a chance to ask detailed 
questions and express their concerns.

It also prevented residents from addressing 
all of those gathered at once.

“Don’t call this a town meeting,” said 
resident Bill Bradway to a reporter after the 
presentations. He had issues with several ele-
ments of the project, and does not believe it is 
the best option for power for the future, citing 
the massive investment in infrastructure and 
the current low cost of natural gas.
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KRIS OHLETH

Pier Plan Presented
By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD CREST - A presentation was made Feb. 5, at a packed 
meeting of Wildwood Crest Borough Commissioners, on the plan 
for a new pier, which would take a Crest landmark and turn it into 
an improved tourist attraction, with potential shops or restaurants, 
vendors and fishing.  

According to Mayor Don Cabrera, the project is estimated to cost 
$6-$9 million.

“We’ll never get this opportunity to preserve this pier,” Cabrera 
said. “This pier is part of Wildwood Crest.”

Renderings of the proposed new pier were shown on monitors.
“There won’t be an opportunity where 100% is covered by a grant,” 

Cabrera said. “Don’t even put that thought in your head. We will need 
some tax dollars. I’m not going to lie.”

The new pier would stand at least 6 feet taller, and extend 500-
1,000 feet longer than the pier at Heather Road and the beach. The 
proposed new pier would not utilize any of the existing structure, 
and would be entirely new construction, according to Architect 
William McLees.

“The existing pier needs to be elevated. There is not a practical way 
to elevate the pier, and make use of the existing pylons,” McLees said. 
The original pier was built over 100 years ago, according to Cabrera.

Cabrera said an extension of 750 feet is “probably the right num-
ber.” The beach would also be shortened to build the dune, so the 
extension would seem greater. Crest Administrator Constance Mahon 
mentioned that a 1,000-foot extension would likely need to be done 
in cement, raising the price of construction 40%.

The Herald first reported on the proposed improvements in January 
(http://bit.ly/2QFMnrq), but at that time, the borough said it had 
no cost estimates.

The pressure is on to do the project quickly because the Army Corps 
of Engineers will be raising the dune line to 14 feet in the next few 
years to protect from a 100-year storm, and appease flood insurers. 
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  Provided by William McLees

Artist’s rendering of the proposed new pier, at Heather Road and 
the beach, in Wildwood Crest. See more photos at capemaycoun-
tyherald.com
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OPINION

Bill Barlow

Orsted staff mounted renderings, like this one, on easels during the meeting at Ocean 
City Tabernacle Feb. 8, to show what the planned turbines may look like from the beach 
in Atlantic City on a clear day. 


