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Freeholders Censure Hayes
By ERIN LEDWON

CREST HAVEN - Freeholders approved two 
resolutions which censured Freeholder E. Ma-
rie Hayes July 9 (see copies of the resolutions 
online at (http://bit.ly/2JsQTpB). 

According to Lauren Fogarty, assistant 
county counsel, “a censure, in a general sense, 
means that the governing body disapproves of 
conduct that lead to the censure. Essentially, it 
is a formal statement of disapproval.”

The censures were the result of a six-month 
workplace investigation into allegations of re-
taliation against Elizabeth Bozzelli, clerk of the 
board and administrator, as well as violation of 

the county’s conflict-of-interest policy.
The all-Republican board voted 3-2 to send 

the investigation to the state Department of 
Community Affairs’ Local Finance Board, for 
a state ethics investigation. Hayes and Free-
holder Will Morey abstained pending further 
review.   

Hayes said the investigation, which was 
conducted by an independent law firm, was 
biased, and has “caused the freeholders to 
spend tens of thousands of taxpayer dollars for 
nothing more than a grudge match between 
those who voted differently than the director 
(Gerald Thornton).” Hayes was referring to an 
Oct. 23, 2018 vote, which sought to appoint 

Bozzelli as administrator. The vote was 3-2, 
with Hayes and Morey voting no.

Hayes said her vote stemmed from a concern 
with combining the two positions (clerk of the 
board and administrator), not with Bozzelli.  

Bozzelli said she brought the claim of retali-
ation against Hayes after the meeting Oct. 23. 

According to a previous Herald report 
(http://bit.ly/2Jrjonv), Bozzelli, at the Oct. 
23 meeting, said Hayes voted against her (Boz-
zelli’s) appointment because Bozzelli would 
not move Hayes’ family member to another 
position.

“The only reason that I feel Ms. Hayes is 
using this opportunity to publicly vote against 

me in a job I have been doing for six years is 
that in conjunction with the freeholder director 
and director of Human Resources, I have been 
directly involved in decisions to document, 
discipline and not move a family member, a 
county employee, to a fourth position,” said 
Bozzelli. “Ms. Hayes has requested this of us 
but we cannot do it yet again. While Ms. Hayes 
has supported the decision to hold other coun-
ty employees accountable, she as an elected 
official and one of my superiors is retaliating 
against me for doing my job.”  

Hayes said Bozzelli’s mention of a family 
member was in reference to Hayes’ son, who is 
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Second Homeowners – Pay but No Say
By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE – Some second homeowners buying in 
Cape May County are looking to enjoy all the area has to 
offer, but also want a say in how property taxes are used.  

More than half of all second homes in the state are located 
within the county’s 620 square miles, of which 60% is water.

With 30 miles of beaches and five barrier islands built up as 
seaside resorts, the area has attracted settlers for more than 
325 years for the same reason people come today, according 
to the Cape May County Department of Tourism. 

However, the people who are settling in the county and 
buying single-family homes or condos are changing. In addi-
tion, some of those who spend part of the year in the county 
are looking for a say in how their property-tax dollars are 
spent year-round, an issue that can divide year-round and 
seasonal homeowners.

Hot Market
“The market is very hot,” noted Damon Bready, president 

of the Ocean City Realtors Association. 
Last year (2018), from January through July, 508 sin-

gle-family homes and condos sold in Ocean City, with an 
average price of $614,021. So far this year (2019), 479 
properties have sold, for an average price of $660,942. 

Bready said the city’s family-resort image and dry-town sta-

tus are among the reasons people buy seasonal homes; good 
schools, low taxes, and a “minimalist lifestyle” attract year-
round homeowners.  

Ocean City was ranked in the top spot for the second 
year in a row of the ‘Hottest Secondary Home Markets 
in the U.S.’ by SmartAsset, a New York-based financial 
technology company.

According to a SmartAsset study published in March 
2019 (http://bit.ly/2xMY9G9): Nearly 80% of all homes 
bought in 2017 in Ocean City were bought as non-primary 
dwellings.

“We’re losing our rental inventory because buyers are 
really using their homes as second homes,” said Bready, 
about the northern-most seaside real estate market in the 
county. “To me, this means old money, the buyers are 
using inheritance or the Baby Boomers are cashing out.

“They are looking for brand-new homes, or recently 
renovated homes, where they can just move in with their 
bathing suits,” he added. 

Rentals Also Command High Rates
Among those who buy in the rest of the county, accord-

ing to James Cheney, vice president of sales and appraisals 
for a Cape May realty company, “there is a mix of folks 
who purchase with the definite idea in mind to rent out 
their properties by the week in the summer in the beach 
towns, or year-round in the mainland communities. 

“But, as a real estate broker for over 20 years in this local 
market, I can also tell you that many buyers’ plans change once 

Karen Knight 

A welcome flag and two chairs in the front yard invite guests to 
this home as homeowners unpack for their stay. Full or part-time 
resident? Some think the terms are divisive when all want what’s 
best for their community.
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Donation Box Dilemma: What Next?
By TAYLOR HENRY

COURT HOUSE - Every day throughout Cape 
May County, people truck bags of clothes, shoes 
and other soft goods to their local thrift stores 
or parking-lot drop bins. 

“Some donations consist of one bag or box, 
but most people bring multiple bags and boxes, 
all the way up to carloads,” said Jessica Kunie, 
manager of Et Cetera thrift shops, who says 
each store averages 10-15 donors a day.

Et Cetera is one of several county thrift 
stores seeing a surge in donations in the wake 
of the minimalism trend sweeping the nation. 
With TV series like 2019’s “Tidying up with 
Marie Kondo” urging viewers to toss anything 
that does not spark joy, and countless HGTV 
programs promoting clean and orderly homes, 
county residents are pressured to haul away the 
spoils of their lives.

“Many of our donations come from those 
that are downsizing and embracing the mini-
malist trend,” Kunie said. “I’ve heard it from 
many customers that is the route they are 

going.”
Like most thrift stores and charities, Et Cet-

era collects donations from drop bins behind 
their stores’ two locations in Court House and 
North Cape May. Then, volunteers from Cape 
Regional Auxiliary - the non-profit which run 
the stores - sort the sellable from the unsellable. 

If items are stained, ripped or otherwise 

excessively worn, they are likely to be rejected. 
Kunie estimates a quarter of their donations 
are not sellable.

“Customers overall from our shop, and 
what I hear from the others in the area, are 
particular in what they are willing to purchase, 
and we don’t blame them,” Kunie said. “Just 
because the items are secondhand, we try to 
make sure they are all in sellable, wearable or 
usable condition.”

The “soft items” which volunteers deem un-
sellable get sold to a textile recycler. Et Cetera 
sells to Turnkey Enterprises. 

“We receive a few cents per pound on the 
items we give to them,” Kunie said.

Textile recyclers often sort wearable clothes 
from fabrics to be cut into rags, according to 
a 2002 investigation by The New York Times 
reporter George Packer. Packer followed a 
T-shirt from a New York thrift store to a man in 
Africa who bought it from a peddler for $1.20. 

After the clothes are sorted, they are baled 
and sold in bulk to wholesalers in other coun-
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Taylor Henry

Donation bins at North Wildwood 
shopping plaza.
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