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Restaurants Make Outdoor Dining Work
By VINCE CONTI 

COURT HOUSE – Roughly 700 restaurants 
of all varieties and cuisines are making outdoor 
dining work.

With the threat of COVID-19 looming and cases 
beginning to mount, Gov. Phil Murphy issued 
Executive Order 104 (https://bit.ly/2Z1dosj) 
March 16. That order limited dining establish-
ments of all types to offering “only food delivery 
and/or takeout services.” For three months, 
owners of eateries from ice cream parlors to 
white tablecloth fine dining locations shuttered 
their dining rooms and struggled to make a liv-
ing through takeout orders. Over 3,000 people 
involved in food preparation and service were 
suddenly unemployed.

At that point, in mid-March, New Jersey listed 
178 positive cases of COVID-19. As of June 22, 
there were over 169,000, with more than 12,000 
fatalities. Three months after those cases doubled 
and redoubled with alarming regularity, the curve 

flattened, and the rate of new cases slowed dra-
matically. Murphy issued a multi-phased recovery 
plan, and Stage 2 of that plan began June 15, with 
outdoor dining permitted.

Municipalities across Cape May County 
scrambled to find ways to support restaurants, 
allowing the use of public right-of-ways as long 
as appropriate insurance and indemnifications 
were in place. Many communities relaxed open 
container laws, permitting public consumption of 
alcohol to the horror of some permanent residents 
who feared family resorts would come to resemble 
New Orleans.

Some municipalities tightly controlled public 
consumption. In Stone Harbor, one can legally 
enjoy an open-air libation only while seated at 
an outdoor dining table. The ordinance change 
specifically requires that the individual be seated.

In other towns, “open container zones” were 
established, widening the options for public 
consumption, but limiting it to easily demarcated 
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Virtual Opening Held for Tubman Museum on Juneteenth
By BILL BARLOW

CAPE MAY – On a day set aside to celebrate the 
end of slavery in America, Cape May gathered in 
Rotary Park to observe the opening of a museum 
dedicated to freedom.

About 100 people sat on the grass or in the 
shade about a block from Cape May’s new muse-
um dedicated to Harriet Tubman, the most famous 
conductor on the Underground Railroad. Organiz-
ers said more than 20,000 people watched the 
event virtually.

The museum, at 632 Lafayette St., is in the for-
mer parsonage of the Macedonia Baptist Church 
next door. At the start of the project, it was in 
terrible shape, with the expectation the historic 
building would eventually be demolished. After 
about two years of work, the building is almost 
completely rehabilitated, with a few small items 
left to be completed.

“What a beautiful day to celebrate Juneteenth,” 
said Cynthia Mullock, one of the organizers of the 
museum efforts. 

Organizers hoped to hold a grand opening June 
19, often referred to as Juneteenth, a day that has 

long been celebrated in American Black commu-
nities as the last day of slavery. While many his-
tory books cite Abraham Lincoln’s signing of the 
Emancipation Proclamation Sept. 22, 1862, as the 
end of slavery, that proclamation applied only to 
the states in rebellion. While the war continued, 
so did slavery in Confederate-held territories.

It was not until June 19, 1865, two and a half 
years later, that Union Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger 
reached Galveston, Texas, and proclaimed the 
end of slavery there, in one of the last outposts 
of the rebellion.

At the Cape May event, retired history teacher 
Ted Bryan discussed the importance of the day.

“I can’t imagine the emotions of the first 
Juneteenth. The excitement. The joy. The hope,” 
he said.

Lincoln’s proclamation did not free a single 
person, he said.

“It would take the Union Army going into the 
South and winning the war to make that happen, 
and that would be another two and a half years,” 
Bryan said.

The date for the museum opening was chosen 
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Police Chief Responds to Nationwide Calls for Reform
By COLLIN HALL

COURT HOUSE - As America celebrated 
Juneteenth (June 19), a holiday recognizing the 
two-years late end of slavery in Texas, it was also 
experiencing a monumental time of social and 
political upheaval. 

Protests sparked by George Floyd’s death swept 
the nation, and Cape May County, for weeks; 
peaceful protests in Wildwood, Rio Grande, and 
Court House ran under the mantra: “Enough is 
Enough!” 

Nationally, calls for change include demands for 
police-worn body cameras, limitations on use-of-
force, a national registry for police offenses, and an 

allocation of funds away from police budgets and 
towards community-based initiatives. 

That last reform item is often referred to, on 
social media, as a movement to “Defund the 
Police,” a somewhat misleading moniker. Many 
protestors feel police departments are overfunded 
at the expense of local education initiatives and 
community-based organizations; the intention is 
not always to defund police departments and do 
away with them entirely.  

Middle Township Police Chief Christopher 
Leusner agrees that investing in community prob-
lem-oriented policing efforts and funding is just 
as, if not more important than, investing time, re-
sources, and funding into local police departments. 

Community problem-oriented policing is a 
preventative strategy where officers and social 
workers become involved with broader aspects of 
community. Strategies like that seek to stop crime 
before it happens and strengthen trust between 
policemen and their communities. 

In a phone interview, he said, “I’m a big believer 
in community problem-oriented policing. You go 
back and look at my budget proposal and our an-
nual reports, which are on our website (https://
bit.ly/3evlTCA). If you believe in community-ori-
ented policing, you need to be focused and funding 
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By KAREN KNIGHT

COURT HOUSE - More than 43,000 active 
Republican- and Democratic-registered voters, 
along with 800 “inactive” or unaffiliated voters, 
received their primary ballots over the past 
several weeks, and county election officials are 
urging them to vote and return the ballots as soon 
as they can, so they can be processed to protect 
against voter fraud.

Cape May County election officials are pre-
paring to receive 10 times the number of mail-
in ballots they would receive under “normal” 

voting conditions, and will have a week to get 
them counted and report official results.

“I’ve been talking with voters over the past 
two weeks, and for many, this is the first time 
they are doing mail-in voting, and people are not 
happy about it,” said County Clerk Rita Fulginiti, 
whose office  distributes the ballots.

“I get why they are outraged,” she added, “but 
let me assure you that we run a fair election in 
Cape May County. Each mail-in ballot will be 
checked to be sure that every signature on the 
outside envelope is confirmed against the voter 
registration records. They don’t get opened until 

Election Day (July 7) and if there are duplicates, 
the last one is the one that gets counted.

“It’s a fair process that we do carefully,” she 
stressed.

Because of COVID-19 precautions, Gov. Phil 
Murphy signed Executive Order 144 (https://
bit.ly/2V0b3N2) that created a modified vote-
by-mail election for the July 7 primary. The order 
requires that each county’s election officials send 
vote-by-mail ballots to all registered Democrat and 
Republican voters, and applications to unaffiliated 
and inactive voters. All vote-by-mail ballots and 

County Could See 30,000 Mail-in Ballots in Primary
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Bill Barlow 

Patrons dine outdoors, beneath a tent, in Cape May. Outdoor dining was permitted by Gov. 
Phil Murphy, starting June 15.

  Bill Barlow 

Cape May City Councilman Zack Mullock stands on the porch of the Harriet Tubman Mu-
seum, in Cape May, during its grand opening on Juneteenth (June 19). Mullock served as 
construction manager for the project.


