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Analysis

Contact Tracers Face Resistance
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - In mid-January, a woman in 
her 60s returned to her home, in Illinois, from 
a trip to Wuhan, China. Within a week, she was 
hospitalized with pneumonia. 

Her husband, who didn’t travel with her, was 
admitted eight days later. They both tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

Lancet, a medical journal, reported this case as 
one of the first instances of secondary transmis-
sion of the SAR-CoV-2 virus in the U.S.

Illinois Health officials acted immediately to 
trace all contacts the couple may have had since 

the woman’s return from China; 372 contacts 
were identified. 

Of those, 347 began a protocol of active symp-
tom monitoring, including 152 members of the 
patients’ family and others in the community. In 
addition, 195 medical personnel and staff were 
contacted; 43 individuals were under investiga-
tion, but all tested negative.

Contact tracing worked to identify, isolate, 
and contain the possible spread of the virus. It 
is a technique with a long history as a disease 
control measure used by health officials for the 
containment of infectious diseases.

In recent months, in New Jersey, contact trac-

ing, with regard to COVID-19, stalled half the 
time. Public resistance to providing information 
to contact tracers has reached serious levels. 

As of Aug. 27, state data shows that when con-
tact tracers attempt follow-up with an individual 
who tested positive, they meet resistance more 
often than they find cooperation.

Almost one in five individuals (19%) contact-
ed by health department tracers refuse to take 
the call. Of those that do, 52% refuse to supply 
information about contacts they may have had 
while infected.

On several occasions, the Cape May County 
Health Department urged residents and visitors 

to cooperate with contact tracers. Supported by 
15 in-house, trained contact tracers, along with 
additional staff from Rutgers University, the 
county has the manpower it needs. 

County health officials Aug. 5 pointed to a “lack 
of cooperation and follow-up on cases.”

County Health Officer Kevin Thomas June 17 
underscored the importance of contact tracing as 
a way to “pinpoint a source and anyone who has 
possibly been exposed.”

In South Jersey, Burlington County saw an up-
tick in its COVID-19 cases. Health officials there 
complain that resistance is growing, even among 
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Most Students 

Will Return to 

Classrooms

By KAREN KNIGHT

This is the second of a two-
part series on local schools 
reopening.

COURT HOUSE - Most stu-
dents will be returning to class-
room instruction Sept. 8, a ran-
dom survey of schools in the 
county shows. 

“We are taking things day-
by-day, but we are planning 
for a five-day-a-week, in-school 
reopening,” said Jamie Moscony, 
assistant superintendent, Cape 
May County Special Services 
School District (CMCSSSD).

More than 90% of CMCSSSD’s 
240 students will return for 
in-person learning. Half of them will attend a “soft 
opening” in the classroom and virtually Sept. 8-9, 
and the other half will return Sept. 10-11 before 
resuming together Sept. 14. “We will be able 
to provide more individualized attention as the 
students transition to the building,” Moscony said 
about the soft opening.

One of the area’s private schools, Cape Chris-
tian Academy (CCA), will open its doors for the 
traditional five-day-a-week, in-person program 
and a hybrid program, which has a two-day or 
three-day-a-week option of being in a classroom. 

CCA has about 70 students enrolled for the 

School Starts Sept. 8 They’re Back
Indoor Dining, Movie 

Theaters to Return 

Sept. 4
By ERIC CONKLIN

TRENTON - New Jersey restaurants will, after 
several months, finally have what they’ve hoped 
for.

In a tweet Aug. 31, Gov. Phil Murphy an-
nounced that indoor dining can resume Sept. 4, 
at 25% capacity. Included in the restriction is the 
need for social distancing between tables.

“Reopening responsibly will help us restore one 
of our state’s key industries while continuing to 
make progress against #COVID19,” the governor’s 
tweet read.

Indoor dining was to resume in July, but the 
governor opted to postpone it because of an uptick 
in reported COVID-19 cases and an increased rate 
of transmission.

During his COVID-19 press briefing Aug. 31, 
Murphy also announced that movie theaters and 
indoor performance venues would also be permit-
ted to reopen, at 25% capacity. 

Requirements for indoor dining to help fight 
the coronavirus’ spread vary between patrons and 
staff. Employees, such as servers and bartenders, 
must continue to wear masks at all times, but 
patrons have leeway, as they are only required 
to wear them when not seated at a table. Patrons 
can’t yet enjoy venturing around restaurants with 
their food or beverages, as they must be consumed 
only at a table.

coming year, as of Aug. 26, with eight enrolled 
in the hybrid program.

Classes began at Atlantic Cape Community Col-
lege’s Mays Landing and Charles D. Worthington 
Atlantic City campuses Aug. 31, with online and 
limited face-to-face instruction. The Cape May 
County campus opens Sept. 21. Atlantic Cape 
has been teaching classes online in addition to 
traditional classroom learning for over 20 years.

They are projecting lower student enrollment 
this semester because of COVID-19 concerns, 
while nearly all faculty will be returning.

CMCSSSD Remains ‘Flexible’
The CMCSSSD’s pandemic response team and 

steering committees continue to update their 
reopening plans (https://bit.ly/2Ew66qd) based 
on the most recent guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and 
state Department of Education (DOE). Members 
include school staff, teacher aides, nurses, the 
school physician, and the counselor.

“Over the last few months, we have reviewed 
many different opening scenarios, such as full 
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By AL CAMPBELL

CREST HAVEN - Freeholders (their title will 
change to County Commissioners Jan. 1, per legis-
lation signed Aug. 14 by the governor) approved a 
15-year comprehensive bridge replacement and im-
provement plan Aug. 25. The document (http://bit.
ly/CMCBridgePlan) is the culmination of a group 
effort that included the Engineer’s Office, Planning 
Department, Bridge Commission, and Purchasing. 

The idea behind the two-year project was to 
identify and prioritize improvements needed or 
replacements on the 23 county-owned bridges and 
five commission-owned spans. No funds were set 
aside since it will be determined in the future which 
bridges will require repairs or replacing. 

Freeholder Will Morey told the board that, 
among others, Brittany Smith, county treasurer, 
Purchasing Agent Kevin Lare, and Leon Costello 
“helped to lay the groundwork for this comprehen-
sive financial plan.” 

Morey also cited the “county residents” who 
had “been really focused on the need for this 
infrastructure plan.”

Freeholder Actions

Board Adopts Comprehensive Bridge Plan
“These bridges are gigantically important to the 

health and safety and economic welfare of (the 
county),” he said.

Further, Morey said it was “really important” 
that the plan is in place “before we have additional 
problems with bridges.”

One of the major bridge replacement projects 
still on the drawing board is for the Middle Thoro-
fare Bridge, which links the Wildwoods and Lower 
Township, along Ocean Drive. 

The plan gives an overview of each bridge’s 
condition and their needs. It also provides an 
estimate of the construction costs of specified 
work following current bridge design contracts, 
conceptual planned bridges, and cost estimates 
of recommended work.

The statement on the resolution concludes that 
the plan is a “systematic plan forward.”

Any funding allocation “will be discussed and 
authorized on a case-by-case basis” by the board, 
the resolution states.

Quick takeaways from the meeting:
• A tow-away zone was approved along Com-

monwealth Avenue (CR 619), in Strathmere, from 

Putnam Avenue south to the Sea Isle City border 
on the west side of the highway. Upper Township 
and New Jersey State Police sought such a docu-
ment to enforce the narrow area where vehicles, 
pedestrians, and bicyclists converge.

• Girl and Boy Scout troops needing a place to 
meet can contact the Cape May County Park office 
to reserve a pavilion, Freeholder E. Marie Hayes 
said. The action came after it was learned many 
troops could not meet due to COVID-19 indoor 
distance regulations. 

• Freeholder meetings will continue to be held 
through September, via the internet at Microsoft 
Teams on the second and fourth Tuesdays. The 
public can visit the county website (http://bit.
ly/CMCFreeholders) and click the caucus (3 p.m.) 
or regular meeting (4:30 p.m.) for access. Those 
with questions can type them, and the board will 
respond during the public portion of the meeting. 

•The board appointed William Bailey as com-
munications coordinator and William Szemcsak as 
deputy communications coordinator for the county 
Communications Support Group. Both have terms 
that expire Aug. 31, 2023.
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