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To Ban or Not to Ban?
Seven Mile Beach Welcomes Plastic Bag Ban; Will County, State Follow Suit?

By BILL BARLOW

It’s quiet along 96th Street, in Stone Harbor, 
during the lull between the summer crowds 
and holiday shopping. On a breezy November 
weekday, a borough crew decorated the en-
trance to town, and several stores were open 
for the few shoppers strolling.

Over the summer, here, and in neighboring 
Avalon, an ordinance took effect, preventing 
businesses from handing out plastic bags or 
straws, or using takeout containers that are 
not biodegradable or recyclable. The idea is 
to keep the material out of landfills, and out of 
the surrounding environment.

Opponents of bag bans say they hurt busi-
nesses, pointing to 18,000 jobs in plastic 
manufacturing in the state, and say that moving 
to other materials would drive up costs for 
consumers.

At least in Stone Harbor, that did not seem 
to be much of a worry. 

In several shops, the reaction to an ordi-
nance banning single-use plastic bags was sim-
ilar – more a bemused shrug than a complaint.

In Fred’s Tavern, a bartender pointed out a 
stack of biodegradable straws. The paper kind 
tended to dissolve in the drinks, but these 
work fine, he said, and seem indistinguishable 
from plastic. 

At Global Pursuits, a clothing store, the 
owners did away with plastic bags years be-

fore the ban, according to longtime employee 
Susie Bickford, so nothing changed when the 
ordinance went into effect.

Once in a while, she said, a customer asks for 
a plastic bag, either on a rainy day or because 
they are riding a bike, but for the most part, 
customers are happy to get a paper bag.

The ordinance, approved in the spring, also 
bans polystyrene takeout containers, single-use 
plastic cup lids, and other plastic items. It’s 
almost identical to one approved in Avalon, 
putting the resort communities on Seven 
Mile Beach at the forefront of a conversation 
happening throughout New Jersey, across the 
country, and around the world.
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Automatic 
Vote-by-mail 
Laws Nixed

By VINCE CONTI
 
TRENTON - In a Nov. 15 order, the New 

Jersey Council on Local Mandates nixed recent 
provisions in the state’s mail-in ballot law, 
which it said constitute unfunded mandates, 
and “in their effect shall forthwith expire.”

The mandates being challenged require 
county clerks to automatically send mail-in 
ballots to voters who requested one in 2016, 
2017, or 2018. 

While the state had allocated $2 million to 
offset the cost of implementation, the New 
Jersey Association of Counties expected at least 
$4 million. The association filed a complaint 
with the council on local mandates, leading to 
the recent ruling.

In effect, the mandate contained in the 
legislation has been negated by the council.

History of Legislation
The 2018 bill, an initiative of Gov. Phil 

Murphy, was intended to encourage voter 
participation in elections. It required that 
county clerks automatically send mail-in ballots 
to any voter who requested one in the 2016 
election cycle. The voter would not have to go 
through the process of requesting such a ballot 
in subsequent elections.

Confusion immediately arose on the inter-
pretation of the Legislature’s intent concerning 
voters who asked for mail-in ballots in 2017 
and 2018. Was the mandate extended to those 
voters as well?

There was also confusion over how to handle 
voters who automatically received a vote-by-
mail ballot based on previous requests, chose 

(Page A10 Please)

(Page A8 Please)

Peer Leaders Encouraged to 
Find ‘Natural High’ 

By CARL PRICE

WILDWOOD – The keynote speaker at the 
recent Peer Leadership Conference, held in 
Wildwood Nov. 22, told the crowd of junior 
high and high school students that a Peer 
Leadership Conference, like the one they were 
attending, changed his life forever.

“My mom told me, ‘Matt, don’t be like your 
brother,’ and sent me to a high school preven-
tion and leadership conference called the Teen 
Institute of the Garden State (T.I.G.S.). It was at 
T.I.G.S. where I saw some of the best motiva-
tional speakers in the country and was inspired 
to get involved in prevention,” said Matt Bel-
lace, keynote speaker and stand-up comedian, 
with a Ph.D. in clinical neuropsychology.

“She could do that because she was the vice 
principal of my high school,” joked Bellace, 
whose mother was vice principal of Montclair 
High School.

Cape Assist and the Cape May County 
Healthy Community Coalition hosted their 
24th Annual Peer Leadership Conference for 
middle and high school students in Cape May 
County. The theme of the conference was “A 
Better Me, a Better We.”

An Ocean City High School student opened 
the conference, telling over 500 students “if we 
want to change the world, we need to change 
ourselves.”

Bellace built on that statement, showing stu-

Middle to Raise Sewer Rates
By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - Middle Township Commit-
tee introduced an ordinance Nov. 18, which 
would raise residential sewer rates by almost 
15%, moving the annual charge from $560 to 
$640. Commercial rates, raised last year, will 
remain the same.

Township officials pointed to the fact that 
rates for residential customers have not been 
raised since 2012. Mayor Timothy Donohue 
called the increase a “necessary step,” as the 
municipality prepares to initiate a program to 
modernize its aging sewer system, some of 
which dates back to the 1930s.

One factor driving the rate increase is the 
skyrocketing costs associated with wastewater 
flow to the Cape May County Municipal Utili-
ties Authority (CMCMUA). Chief Financial Of-
ficer Susan Quinones said that fees paid to the 
CMCMUA have risen 83% since 2013, going 
from $1.62 million to $2.97 million per year.

The large and sustained increases in CMC-
MUA costs have, in large part, been caused 
by increases in the wastewater flow from the 
municipality. While some growth in the sewer 
user population would account for incremental 
growth in wastewater flow, the culprit for most 
of it is most likely groundwater infiltration 
and stormwater inflow penetrating the aging 

sewer system.
Another factor impacting the municipality’s 

CMCMUA expense is a lowering of wastewater 
flow from some of the other municipal custom-
ers of the CMCMUA, due, in part, to shrinking 
populations and more recent modernization of 
infrastructure. As Donohue explained, a lower 
flow from the other municipal customers of the 
CMCMUA means a larger slice of the expense 
pie for Middle to absorb.

Quinones said that the sewer utility budget 
has grown from $4.04 million in 2012 to $5.42 
million in 2019. In that period, the CMCMUA 
expense moved from 40% of the total budget to 
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Carl Price 
After the keynote address, students broke into smaller groups to discuss topics such as 
vaping, social media and saying “no.”

See related story on page A67


