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Snip, Clip: Lower’s Public Safety Building,
County Central Dispatch Opens at Airport

By CARL PRICE

ERMA – With the clip of two pairs of scis-
sors Oct. 23, the Cape May County Office of 
Emergency Management Central Dispatch and 
Lower Township Public Safety Building was 
officially open for business. 

Freeholder Director Gerald Thornton took 
to the podium outside the township court-
house doors to praise the county and Lower 
Township officials for working together on 
the renovation and agreeing on a solution that 
saved both entities money.

“By working with Lower Township officials, 
we both saved between $2 million and $2.5 
million and this outstanding building is a result 
of us working together,” Thornton said.

Thornton went on to praise county Office 
of Emergency Management Director Martin 
Pagliughi, who said he had been working to-
ward the day for 25 years as mayor of Avalon.

“The renovation of this building is the 
perfect example of property tax relief. This 
building is a big savings and a big addition to 
public safety,” said Pagliughi.

In 2015, the county and Lower Township 
entered into an agreement whereby the 
county secured a bond to finance renovation 
of the building and buy equipment required 
to house the county Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM) and dispatch functions. 
Lower Township agreed to pay a yearly rental 
fee. The township turned over ownership of 
the building to the county as part of the deal.

However, that agreement didn’t come about 
without a fight. Lower Township Mayor Erik 
Simonsen alluded to the battle over the public 
safety building location.

“We took a lot of beatings to get this done. 
This is a state-of-the art building in the perfect 

County Eases Upper’s Commonwealth Ave. Parking Concerns 
By CAMILLE SAILER

PETERSBURG – Cape May 
County Engineer Robert Church 
presented further information to 
Upper Township Committee at 
the Oct. 22 meeting about parking 
options for the county’s proposed 
re-striping of Commonwealth 
Avenue.

The oceanfront road links Strath-
mere in Upper Township to Sea 
Isle City. The committee was 
considering again a request from 
the county for a letter of support 
for the restriping project that is 
designed to improve the safety of 
pedestrians and cyclists along the 
busy thoroughfare.

At an earlier committee meet-
ing, members had tabled the coun-
ty request for the support letter 
as it was concerned that losing 
shoulder areas along the beach 
side of the road would result in a 
massive loss of parking.

Church said the county was 
ready with options that would 
replace parking spaces and showed 
one diagram that indicated along 
Commonwealth parking for 220 
vehicles at different areas.

“We were originally hoping to 
get this done this fall, but we’re 
now thinking we’ll have this ready 
by spring. We have preliminary 
plans, and we’re focused on im-
proving safety along this road. I’d 

like to apologize that parking con-
cerns were not initially addressed. 
The county is now ready to move 
forward with the engineering and 
permitting,” he continued.

Mayor Richard Palombo replied, 
“We’re very happy now with 
what you’re showing us. I had an 
opportunity to speak to several 
freeholders and let them know we 
were concerned with the parking 
part of the package. What we’re 
seeing now is light years from what 
we were discussing last month.”

Church mentioned that the cur-
rent paint-chip lot, which monitors 
the effects of the sun, is slated to 
eventually be removed. That would 
add 50 parking spots.

“Eventually we want to con-
struct a nice parking facility, not 
just a lot. The facility would include 
benches and a washroom. We will 
be discussing finalization of the 
plan as well with Sea Isle City, start 
the permitting process and then 
Mother Nature willing; we will 
have the restriping ready for the 
new summer season next year,” 
Church continued.

With the new input, committee 
unanimously passed the resolution 
to approve the letter of support that 
had been requested by the county.

“There are no fatal flaws to this 
plan now and parking, safety, and 
congestion seem to all have been 
addressed,” concluded Palombo.

Francis Receives International Eco-Hero Award

Photos by Carl Price

Lower Township Chief of Police William Mastriana checks on a call with dispatcher Andy Hilvert.
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on Earth Day 1990. In the time since, the 
United Nations Environmental Ambassador 
has been involved in revising oil transportation 
regulations, advocating for environmental edu-
cation in schools, and has written books about 
his experiences and about his doctoral training 
in Land Management. 

More recently, Francis spent three weeks 
earlier this year at the Punahou School, a private 
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By KAREN KNIGHT

WEST CAPE MAY – A man who 
undertook a nearly two-decade 
vow of silence in response to 
frustrations with environmental 
disasters and lack of consideration 
will receive The 2018 Interna-
tional Eco-Hero Award Oct. 28 at 
the Planet in Focus Environmental 
Film Festival in Toronto, Canada.

John Francis, Ph.D., will join 
some of his heroes when he re-
ceives the award given to individ-
uals whose work “has had a signif-
icant impact on raising awareness 
of environmental issues through 
artistic expression.”

“The award was a surprise for 
me,” Francis said. “People like 

David Suzuki, Robert Redford, and 
Margaret Atwood have received 
the award; some of these people 
are my heroes. To be recognized 

in that group of people is quite an 
honor.”

Planet in Focus (PIF) is a char-
itable organization. Its mission is 
to use film as a catalyst for change 
by raising awareness of critical 
environmental issues through a 
variety of media-based initiatives. 

These include: the Planet in 
Focus Environmental Film Festival, 
the Green School Tours, Eco-Film 
Lab, the PIF Student Film Festival 
and year ‘round screenings that 
showcase the best environmental 
films from Canada and around the 
world. 

Suzuki is an award-winning 
scientist, environmentalist, and 
broadcaster. He is renowned for 
his radio and television programs 

that explain the complexities of the 
natural sciences. 

Renowned as a screen-based art-
ist – an Oscar award-winning actor, 
director, producer and champion 
of independent cinema – Redford 
was honored as an environmental 
steward and trailblazer. 

A varied and prolific writer, 
Atwood is one of Canada’s major 
contemporary authors capturing 
the issues of the time.

Francis’ work caught the eye of 
the Planet in Focus team, and he 
was selected because the team de-
cided he would be “a great figure to 
champion for their work with the 
environment” according to award 
representatives. 

Francis broke his vow of silence 

JOHN FRANCIS, PH.D.

WEEKLY FEATURES

Plan your dining 
and entertainment 
fun with family
and friends!
Page A33

Automotive A45

Business A26

Celebrations/Births A28

Classifieds A43

Clip & Save A21

Community Calendar A24

DoTheShore A33

DoTheShore Calendar  A40

Kidsville  A42

Movies A23 & A31

Obituaries A53

Opinion A54

Real Estate & Finance A51

Religion A25

Sports A27

Spout Off A28

Fishing/Tides A42

What’s Cooking? A25

Columns and letters. 
Page A54

Spout Off. Page A28

OPINION

CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition

KIDSVILLE

Color a picture,  
find-a-word. 
Page A42


