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OPINION

By SHAY RODDY

WILDWOOD – A major developer said long-
standing city policies are making it harder to get 
jobs done in Wildwood, but he feels the current 
city administration is working diligently to try to 
correct it.

Joe Byrne, the managing partner of B.G. 
Capital, which currently has four major active 
development projects in Wildwood and owns 
and is looking to expand Seaport Pier, in North 
Wildwood, said some days he feels like he doesn’t 
want to put another penny into the shore town.

“Some days I [feel that way], of course. Some 
days I want to stick in there and hopefully do 
more there in Wildwood. I think if there is a con-
certed effort to really fix the issues there on the 
permitting side, on the entitlement side, then we 
would look at doing more. Just being transparent, 
we’ve had a lot of trouble locally with permitting,” 
Byrne, a Philadelphia-based developer, said in a 
Nov. 23 interview.

Human error by the state’s Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) led B.G. Capital 
and the city to believe that Coastal Area Facility 
Review Act (CAFRA) permits, which are expen-
sive and take significant time for approval, would 
not be required for two of B.G.’s larger projects – 
residential development at the old St. Anne School 
and a large residential building with commercial 
units on the ground floor in the 3600 block of 

Wildwood Working to Improve Development Process

By VINCE CONTI

COURT HOUSE - The county’s weekly Covid 
report, released  Dec. 3, showed a significant 
spike in cases. With 321 new cases in seven days, 
the county’s average daily new cases metric rose 
to 46, which is the highest per day average since 
late August.

The report also shows 452 active communi-
ty-based cases. That high of an active case total 
has not been seen in the county since the August 
and September delta-driven surge. 

County officials point to the rising cases across 
the Northeast as colder weather drives people to 
indoor activities.

If the county is seeing this level of virus spread 
before the arrival of the new highly contagious 

The rate at which students are showing  

confirmed Covid cases is about the same as  

the state average, but the staff cases are increasing  

at a higher rate than the state average.

Analysis

CMCo Sees Spike in Covid Cases

Pacific Avenue.
Now, that has been resolved and Byrne is run-

ning into problems with the city. He said Mayor 
Peter Byron and his administration share a similar 
vision for the city with him, but they have not 
had enough time to enact the necessary changes 
to streamline the development process.

“I think they need to take a look at their pro-
cess because the process that has been in place 
for decades, as far as permitting and approvals, is 
not designed to be user-friendly from a develop-

Shay Roddy
The full square-block property, which was formerly home to St. Anne School and Rectory, will 
become 38 upscale townhomes with shared communal amenities, according to B.G. Capital.
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Collin Hall
This Victorian house will be moved across the 
street, about 190 feet, by Shamrock owner Tom 
Gerace. B.G. Capital President Joe Byrne said 
he was happy to stall the transaction to acquire 
the property until Gerace moved the house to 
preserve the historical and iconic former hotel. 

omicron variant, the possibility exists for an even 
greater spike in cases soon. Omicron arrived in 
the U.S. and was detected in one case this week in 
northern New Jersey, involving a Georgia woman 
who recently returned from South Africa. The 
woman was fully vaccinated against Covid. Her 
symptoms are reported to be mild.

The advice from public health officials is to 

increase the rate at which individuals get fully 
vaccinated as protection against severe illness. 

Although Gov. Phil Murphy, speaking of omi-
cron, said, “Early evidence is that the impacts are 
mild,” the evidence of consistently mild infections 
is far from conclusive. 

By COLLIN HALL

CAPE MAY - What is $25 worth? For Stan Tees, 
it’s worth a whole lot more than the handful of 
groceries it might buy. It is a symbol of unfinished 
business, a mid-war promise never carried out.   

Stan Tees’ father, Marshall Tees, served in 
World War II and promised to deliver a $25 
money order, what was then two weeks’ pay, to 
the surviving wife of a comrade in arms, William 
Harrell. Harrell and Marshall Tees served together 
in France, where Harrell trusted Marshall Tees 
to deliver money to Harrell’s wife, Lucy Harrell, 
were he to die.   

Though William Harrell survived the war, the 
money never reached Lucy Harrell, and over 70 
years later, Marshall Tees’ son, Stan Tees, knew 
that the money on its face was not worth the 
trouble. Inflation has decimated the value of $25, 
and besides, he wasn’t sure that the post office 
would even honor the money order were he to 
track down Harrell’s surviving family.   

Cape May Man Fulfills World War II Promise
It wasn’t about the money. It was about his 

father’s legacy. Stan Tees’ father always intended 
to send the money to Lucy Harrell, but several 
mailing errors and life changes later, it sat locked 
away unsent in a wooden chest.   

Stan Tees said, “It took me several weeks of 
hunting all over the internet through ancestry.
com, newspapers.com, to find any leads at all. I 
used Facebook a bit, and I tried military archives. 
Through this, I could zero in on the family… Little 
by little, through research, I was able to get within 
5 yards of the goal. The reporter at ‘The Virginian 
Pilot’ brought it in for a touchdown.”   

After much to-do, the money order was hon-
ored, and that $25 was finally sent to William 
Harrell’s surviving family in North Carolina. 

“I was also shocked that the post office made 
good on it. The money order was considered in-
valid after a year. I didn’t know what they were 
going to do,” Stan Tees said. 
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Provided
Marshall Tees served in World War II. His 
son, Stan Tees, finally made good on a 
decades-long promise that was almost lost 
to time. 

COVID-19
New reported 
cases: 321

CAPE MAY COUNTY

Nov. 27 - Dec. 3, 2021

452 5 0

Active
cases:

Hospitalizations
as of Dec. 6:

Deaths this 
week:

267 9 0
active cases           
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hospitalizations as of  nov. 29 deaths last week


