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The Herald is now available 
for purchase inside select local stores.

This new, paid in-store service 
supplements our traditional, 

free distribution.
Your purchases/donations help support 
local journalism. See article below for 

more information. Thank you!

What’s
THIS?

Your $1 Helps 
Herald Deliver More

RIO GRANDE – In cooperation with select local 
stores, the Herald is seeking the support of our 
loyal readers to help fund our journalism activities. 
Your $1 purchase or donation helps strengthen the 
Herald just when local journalism is needed the 
most, but when our local advertisers are suffering 
greatly too.

As it has for over 50 years, advertising supports 
most of our print newspaper circulation, but as our 
advertisers struggle in these Covid-challenged 
times, so does the Herald.  This means less 
income to support the significant cost of reporting 
the news, printing and delivering papers each 
week. Meanwhile, demand for the Herald is 
stronger than ever.  Less money to serve more 
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By KAREN KNIGHT

OCEAN CITY - About 40-50 Ocean City School District alumni, parents, and concerned commu-
nity members staged a “peaceful protest” June 4, at the Ocean City Education Foundation’s “Health, 
Well-being and Happiness” dinner honoring Superintendent Kathleen Taylor, who is retiring after 
15 years leading the district.

Brianna Thomas, who is part of a group of alumni who organized a petition (https://bit.ly/3vZi-
0hK), in April, calling for the New Jersey State Police, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), state 
Attorney General’s Office, and Cape May County Prosecutor’s Office to investigate “unsafe and unjust 
practices” of high school staff, said the rally was intended to show “this form of leadership should 
not be celebrated or repeated.”

Protestors carried signs reading, “OC Deserves Better,” “Kids First, Not Taylor,” “Kids Not Acco-
lades,” “Celebrate Our Kids Not Taylor,” “Fear Has No Place Here” and “Enough is Enough.” An 
airplane flew overhead, with a banner: “Enough is Enough Back to Caring for the Kids!” 

“Dr. Taylor’s leadership was one that encouraged intimidation and fear amongst students and 
staff,” Thomas said. “The brave students who have come forward with stories of sexual assault/
misconduct, bullying, the failure of IEPs (Individualized Educational Plans), etc., have consistently 
confirmed and maintained that Dr. Taylor’s leadership led to the current decline in student morale, 
safety, and mental health.

“We, as the group who organized the petition, have chosen to team up with the other members 
of the community for this rally to make it clear to the OCBOE (Ocean City Board of Education) that 
this form of leadership should not be celebrated or repeated,” she added. “We intend on making a 
clear statement that the community is willing to show up for students and will continue fighting for 
them long after this change in leadership.”

Thomas said she also had current students approach her, wishing they could participate in the 
protest, but didn’t because they feared retaliation from school staff.

Rally Protests OC Schools’ Leader, Practices

Eric Conklin
Jennifer Cawley-Black, left, and Ashley Juelg, right, both of Ocean City, were among protest-
ers gathered outside The Flanders Hotel June 4 in opposition to Superintendent Kathleen 
Taylor. Cawley-Black and Juelg have children currently attending the Ocean City Primary 
School.

 By BILL BARLOW

RIO GRANDE – After months of discussion, the Rio Grande Fire Commissioners will not approve a 
policy for personal use of vehicles owned by the fire district. That’s because there is already a policy 
in place, according to new Commissioner John Menz.

“The fire bureau, the fire commission, and the fire company are already under the big blanket 
policy of the township,” Menz said. “For us to be on the insurance, we have to be on the policy.”

Vehicle use became an issue after a resident questioned the use of a command vehicle purchased 
with the approval of district voters. That scrutiny intensified, after it was learned the vehicle was 
damaged while parked at the fire station. A member of the Rio Grande fire bureau faces charges of 
filing a false police report in connection with the incident (https://bit.ly/3gfW1MT).

Menz promised to address the matter when he successfully ran for fire commissioner against 

Use of Fire Company Vehicles to Fall Under Middle’s Policy   
incumbent Kirby Stiltner, in the April 20 election (https://bit.ly/32ulUSA). 

The five-member elected commission serves as the governing body of the fire district, establishing 
policies and preparing a budget each year to present to voters.

It is separate from the Rio Grande Volunteer Fire Company, which responds to emergencies, in-
cluding fires, accidents and disasters, and separate from the fire bureau, the duties of which include 
conducting fire safety inspections.

Early this year, Commission member Bob Zimmerman called for the approval of a policy on vehicle 
use. After the election, Zimmerman is now the chairman of the commission, Menz said, adding there 
was a change in the policy regarding taking home vehicles. It’s not going to happen anymore, he said.

Previously, some members of the fire bureau could bring vehicles home with them.
“There were two take-home cars that they really only needed during business hours,” he said. 
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By VINCE CONTI

CAPE MAY - Cape May City Council June 1 
introduced an ordinance that would continue to 
permit outdoor dining while requiring that it end 
at 10 p.m. The combination of seats allocated to 
outdoor and indoor dining cannot exceed the total 
seats approved in the establishment’s mercantile 
license. 

The move came as Gov. Phil Murphy surprised 
local officials with a change to his executive order 
restrictions. The state will allow full capacity 
indoor dining, without the social distancing of 
tables.

At the same meeting, the council didn’t act 
on its previous temporary allowance of open 
consumption of alcohol within 50 feet of a 
licensed premise. Since that earlier action by 
the municipality was tied to the indoor capacity 
restrictions imposed by the state, the open con-
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Increasing Horseshoe Crab Population is Key, 
Wildlife Biologist Says

By KAREN KNIGHT

REEDS BEACH - A combination of environmental factors and continued overharvesting of female 
horseshoe crabs are threatening the Delaware Bay ecological system, as the number of red knots 
who stop there for critical food supplies plummeted this year.

According to Dr. Larry Niles, owner of Wildlife Restoration Partnerships, “Our responsibility is 
to make sure the female horseshoe crab population is the best it can be. In the 1980s, our aerial 
counts showed we had 90,000 red knots stopping at the Delaware Bay to feed as they made their 
journey to breeding grounds in the Arctic from Chile. This year, our counts show 6,000-7,000. At 

Cape May Moves to End Open 

Alcohol Consumption
sumption allowance expires naturally because of 
the governor’s action. The city will revert to its 
long-established policy prohibiting open alcohol 
consumption.

Some residents used the meeting’s public com-
ment period to voice opposition to the continua-

Red Knot Counts 
Continue to Decline

Provided
Horseshoe crabs along the Delaware Bay face multiple threats. Years of overharvesting for bait 
and biomedical bleeding are twin threats facing the species. 
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