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Bill Barlow

Ventzi Goleminov and his son, Mladen Ventzislav Goleminov, joined 
a reporter in an Ocean City cafe to talk about names recently. 

What’s Your Name?
By BILL BARLOW

“What’s in a name?” Juliet asks Romeo in one of the 
most famous scenes in Western literature. As it happens, 
there is an awful lot in a name. 

Beyond simple identification, names can tell a family 
history, mark social position and affiliations, even long 
after social changes have left those distinctions almost 
meaningless. For Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet 
in long-ago Verona, their names meant families in 
generations of feuding. In some countries, a person’s 
surname indicates where their family is from or what 
their ancestors did. 

Traditional English names are often rooted in occupa-
tion – from well-known examples like Smith, Gardener, 
Baker, or Taylor to others where the name is now more 
common than the trade, like Fuller, Faulkner, or Slater. 

A similar process took place throughout Europe. Names 
like Marino, or “sailor,” Kowalski, for blacksmith, and 
Wagner, from the German word for a wainwright, are 
common in this area. 

Other names come from place names, often preceded 
by some version of “of.” For instance, Van Drew would 
be “of Drew” in Dutch, while O’Shea would be “of 
Shea” for Irish names. While some names derive from 
specific towns or regions, others are far more generic, 
like “Hill” or “Field.”

Times Are Changing, Like Always
When the first Europeans began to settle in Cape 

May County, names like Hand, Coxe, Leaming, Stites, 
Eldridge, and others likely sounded exotic and outland-
ish to the Lenape who were here to meet them. Later, 
much later, the names of new arrivals continued to sound 
strange. When Marisa Freda, then Marisa Iannone, ar-
rived in Sea Isle City with her family about 60 years ago, 
teachers could rarely pronounce her name. 

A member of the Sea Isle City Italian-American Club, 
she said the name should properly be pronounced with a 
soft sound, like “Yannone.” Most people unfamiliar with 
the name would say some version of “Eye-ah-known,” so 
much so that the family has accepted that pronunciation.
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City Presents Boardwalk Plan
By RACHEL ROGISH

WILDWOOD – If the Wildwoods were an ar-
tery, then the lifeblood pumping through would 
be its iconic Boardwalk, providing income and 
a place to visit.

Beginning in North Wildwood, the boards 
stretch into Wildwood for 26 blocks. 

From the early 1900s onward, the Board-
walk survived hurricanes, nor’easters, and 
fires. However, due to time and the elements, 
Wildwood officials have discussed the urgency 
of repairing the Boardwalk.

City commissioners presented a Boardwalk 
Master Plan Jan. 23, giving the public an out-
line of the primary concerns, cost, and timeline 
of the project.

“The City of Wildwood’s Boardwalk is a ma-
jor thoroughfare for pedestrians and bicyclists,” 

stated the plan’s opening line. “The City is 
committed to maintenance and repair of the 
Boardwalk to prevent injuries to pedestrians 
and bicyclists.”

According to the general maintenance 
report, inspections are carried out by the De-
partment of Public Works; a “detailed log of 
all inspections and repairs” is kept by Public 
Works.

Maintenance costs average $40,000 per 
year.

Under major repairs, the report read, “On 
occasion major damage to the Boardwalk is 
caused by things such as vehicles or the Tram 
(car) dropping through the Boardwalk, causing 
joist failure and deck board destruction.” 

City officials have bonded an approximate 
$100,000 per year to fund these repairs. 

Three main components comprise the mas-

ter plan: ramp reconstruction, bollard installa-
tion, and complete Boardwalk reconstruction.

From 2017-2018, the city has “demolished 
and rebuilt two Boardwalk ramps” and, accord-
ing to released paperwork, the city wishes to 
replace the remaining ramps “as part of overall 
Boardwalk reconstruction.”

If funding for the project is not “forthcom-
ing,” the city expects reconstruction of two to 
four additional ramps.

Regarding bollard installation, the city is 
taking this initiative in 2019 to prevent vehi-
cles accessing the Boardwalk. The reason is to 
protect pedestrians and bicyclists.

According to city officials, the bollards are 
paid for by the Wildwoods Boardwalk Special 
Improvement District (SID). City employees 
will install the bollards and the project is slated 
to be completed in May.

In previous comments, Mayor Ernie Troiano 
told of the need of a complete Boardwalk re-
construction. Along with other infrastructure 
projects, seeking funding for the Boardwalk 
poses a challenge for commissioners. The 
iconic Boardwalk is nearly 100 years old and 
safety concerns increase.

City officials are seeking state funding which, 
according to the master plan, “is justified given 
the revenue generated from tourism taxes is 
due in large part to the Boardwalk.”

Troiano describes Wildwood as the “kitch-
en,” the heart of the Wildwoods and part of 
the state’s economic engine.

City Engineer James Oris recommends a 
three-phased approach to complete recon-
struction:  
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Are Drone Regs Draconian?
By VINCE CONTI

STONE HARBOR - Stone Harbor Borough 
Council adopted an ordinance Nov. 6, 2018, 
restricting the use of drones within the munic-
ipality. The borough became one of a number of 
state municipalities seeking to ban or regulate 
the use of unmanned aircraft. 

In almost all cases, local ordinances have 
sought to ban recreational use of drones and 
to limit commercial use, often requiring a per-
mit for use of drones for acceptable business 
purposes. 

A myriad of regulations is expanding daily 
as federal, state, and local laws are passed to 
govern the use of unmanned aircraft of all types. 
Drone enthusiasts are beginning to react, citing 
conflicts in the layers of regulations and seeking 

some understanding of where regulatory power 
resides. 

Websites, blogs, and chat sites on the in-
ternet are multiplying as advocates for a more 
permissive approach to drone use seek ways 
to fight back.

One such individual wrote the Herald re-
cently, stating that Stone Harbor’s ordinance 
“is a mess of words” and that “no state or local 
government can make a rule to regulate the 
airspace above them” because of preemption 
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

What Stone Harbor has done is to ban rec-
reational use of drones in the borough and to 
severely limit commercial use, which it will 
control through a local permit process. The ordi-
nance statement of intent says that the borough 
is restricting the use of civil unmanned aircraft 

systems “consistent with federal aviation rules 
and state law.” The borough takes this action “to 
protect the public from hazards associated with 
the operation of unmanned aircraft.”

What is Regulatory Environment?
The FAA claims ultimate jurisdiction over 

the nation’s airspace. On Aug. 29, 2016, it 
published its rules for small unmanned aircraft. 
Rules differ depending upon the use the drone 
is given.

For recreational drone users, the regulations 
include a required registration of the drone 
depending on size. The FAA site states that, 
“Even if you’re only flying in your backyard, 
drones that weigh more than 0.55 pounds must 
be registered.” It then goes on to delineate the 
rules that must be observed by any drone user.

The FAA differentiates its regulations for rec-

reational and business use. It also sets different 
rules depending on the size of the drone. These 
regulations are still in some state of flux. 

Recently, the Secretary of Transportation 

(Page A10 Please)

WEEKLY FEATURES
Automotive A37

Business A14

Celebrations/Births A18

Classifieds A35

Clip & Save A13

Community Calendar A13

DoTheShore A21

DoTheShore Calendar  A28

Kidsville  A34

Obituaries A45

Opinion A46

Real Estate A43

Religion A13

Sports  A16

Spout Off A17

Tides/Fishing A32

What’s Cooking? A19

CAN’T FIND A HERALD?
Read the e-Edition at:

www.capemaycountyherald.com/eedition


